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»©• S we are defirous of preventing all 
| I fufpicion of any partiality in us to 

I A § one correfpondent more than another* 
i I we eftablifhed it as a rule at our 

@" 0O0WM0 °® firft fetting out, that whatever we 
found proper to have a place in thefe eflays, fhould 
be inferted in the order in which it v/as received. 

This method, which we have all along punc- 
tually obferved, we flatter ourfelves, will excufe 
us to the authors of many excellent pieces which 
have lately been communicated to us for the fer» 
vice of the public, that we give the preference to 
that of Eumenes, as being the firft; that came to 
hand. 

Neither is it pofftble for any one to be de- 
ceived in this point, were we capable of attempt- 
ing it, becaufe the dates of the epiftles thecnielves 
would rife up againft us. 

A 2 Thus 
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Thus much we thought it neceflary to fay, 
becaufe we are told fome whifpers of an accufa- 
tionofthis nature have been fpread abroad, to 
the prejudice of that character of fincerity we are 
•etermined never to forfeit. 

To the Female Spectator. 

<c Madam, 

cc I HAVE fo little pretenfions to the title of art 
«< author, that the vanity which is imputed to 
*' them would be infufferably ridiculous in me: 
" I am therefore fo far from being any way dif- 
* 4 gulled at your omitting fome part of my former 
" epiftle, that I would have readily excufed your 
<c curtailing much more, if you had found it 
" proper. 

<c But how much foever I may be fatisfled as 
" to this point, I cannot acknowledge myfelf fo 
" in another, and more material one. I hoped to 
" have found the Female Spectator would 
<« have improved on the few hints I had given her, 
" and exerted the talent fhe is fo perfect a miftrefs 
" of, in fetting before the eyes of my worthy fel- 
cc low citizens of London, what beft becomes both 
" their intereft and reputation in the world. 

" The little you have faid, notwithstanding, 
* 4 convinces me of the true efteem and good-wiil 
«< you bear to a body of people, who, if they are 
** not at pref.nt the envy of their neighbours, it 
«* is wholly owing to themfelves ; and at the fame 
r< time makes me fear you faid no more, only 
<l becaufe you find too much reafon to apprehend 
<c that they are fo funk in luxury, and unhappy 
<•' infatuation, as to be ranked among the number 
44 of the incorri^ibles. 

," But 
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4C But, madam, to do juftice to them, as well 
cc as to the force of even that fhort, though pathe- 
4C tic remonftrance, you were pleafed to make, 
4C I mufl beg leave to acquaint you, that there is 
u more than one family, to my knowledge, who 
44 have had knCe enough to be awakened by it 
4C from their long lethargy, and to perceive the^ 
44 precipice they were about unwarily to pluage 
" into. 

4f Many more, I am apt to flatter myfelf, 
44 will be afhamed of their paft conduct; and as 
44 I can affure you what you have faid has been 
44 in general well received, it is more than barely 
4C poffible a much greater fuccefs will crown your 
4C labours in the end, than even you yourfelf, with 
44 all your Spectatorial capacity, can forefee, or, 
<c perhaps, are fearful of being too fanguine in 
44 the expectation of. 

4C Time has brought greater wonders to per- 
Ci feclion than this ; and would you vouchfafe 
4< fometimes to mingle in your lucubrations fome 
44 admonitions for fo defirable a purpofe, I do not 
44 doubt but you will one day fee the good effe&s 
" of it. 

44 In the mean time I think it highly fit I 
44 mould comply with your requeft, and accord- 
44 ingly fend you inclofed fome farther account 
44 of the Topfy-Turvy ifland, as I faithfully tran- 
<c fcribed it from that book of voyages mentioned 
44 in my laft. 

44 If it will afford any agreeable reflections to 

44 your fociety, or entertainment to your readers, 

* c I fliall think myfelf happy in the power of con- 

A3 '* tributing. 
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<c tributing to what I fo fincerely wifh, being, 
"with the greateft refpecl, 

" Madam, 
" Yours, and your fair affociates, 
<c Moft humble and moil devoted fervant, 
Jujlm-Fryarsy " Eumenes.'* 

Sept. 12, 1745, 

The following piece is the tranfcript our in- 
genious correfpondent has obliged us with ; which, 
it is eafy to fee, is compofed of feveral feledt parts 
of the hiftory, fuch as I fuppofe he found would 
be moft pleating, or moft proper, to be inferted 
in a work of this nature. 

" The Topfy Turvyan ifland is fo little known 
" in thefe parts of the world, that the adventures 
<c I am about to relate would feem dark and intri- 
cc cate, if not fabulous to my readers, did I not 
" firft give them fome idea of the nature of the 
*' place in which they were tranfa£ted. 

" I shall therefore prefent them with a ge- 
4< neral and fuccincl: account of fuch things as 
4C came within the reach of my obfervation, and 
44 leave thofe which, I confefs my(e\f to have been 
44 unable to fathom, to be fupplied by imagina- 
44 tion ; premiiing only thus much, that I will not 
44 impofe on the underftanding of any one, by 
44 pretending to difcover more than in effecT: I 
44 was able to do. 

44 As to the geography it matters not, for I be- 
44 lieve few will be ambitious of taking a voyage 
4 ' thither ; therefore confequently would be of 
li no manner of fervice; befides, indeed, I muft 
44 confefs myfelf utterly incapable of relating in 

" what 
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ci what degree of latitude this remote country lies, 
* 6 arriving there by very extraordinary means, and 
<c in which the compafs was intirely ufelefs ; fo I 
cc fhall only fay, it is fituated on a branch of that 
cc wide ocean which divides America from the reft 
<c of the grobe ; and paffing by the elbow, if I 
" may fo call it, of the Pacific lea, runs through 
<c the heart of that great continent, which we, 
,c not having yet been able to explore, call by no 
%i other name than that of Terra Incognita. 

" It would, doubtlefs, be eafy for me to fup- 
" ply this deficiency by invention, and pretend to 
" have faid the ifland is north of fuch a place, 
<c and fouth ..of fuch a place, as I am in no danger 
* c of being confuted by any prefent or future Co- 
Cl lumbus ; but I was bred in a deteftation of all 
" deceit, and though I am yet arrived, after ten 
cc years travels, at no higher poll: than a midmip- 
" man, could not anfwer to my own foul the 
" meannefs of a lye in any fhape, or to anfwer 
" any end : — I therefore Hatter myfelf, that the 
* c difcoveries I have been able to make will more 
" than atone for the want of thoie, which, with 
* c all my endeavours, I found it was impollible to 
<c attain. 

" As to the climate, it is exceeding healthy; 
<c and thofe, not only of the inhabitants, but alio 
" ftrangers, who happen to come there, and value 
"life enough to take a proper care of it, may 
* c live to an extreme old age : — nor did Heaven 
" ever blefs a fpot of earth with a greater plenty 
<c of every thing neceflary for the fupport of na- 
cc ture : the meadows are covered w'th the fineft 
<* cattle I ever favv, and abound with themort ex* 
<c cellent pafturage for their nourifhment : — their 
u fields feldom fail to crown the toils of the labo- 
A 4 4t nous 
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" rious hufbandman with a full crop: — rivers, 
** which may vie with the moft celebrated ones in 
tc Europe, and afford a vaft variety of delicious 
'*' fifh : — their fruits are alfo exquifite, and the 
* c juice of fome of them make a wine not in- 
" ferior to the beft Burgundy, or Frontiniac; and 
* 6 the kernels of others yield an oil, at leaft equal 
" to that of Lucca : — then they have fuch a glut 
" of all kinds of poultry, both wild and tame, 
" that tho' it is of a more delicate relifh than any 
" I ever tailed in thefe parts of the world, the 
" exceffive cheapnefs renders it food only for the 
4i common people. 

" Their feafons are little different from ours, 
<c excepting that the days are confiderably longer, 
<c and, what is very ftrange, lefs fultry, even in 
tC the meridian of the fun, than we feel in its de- 
44 cline : — the air is wholly free from all ftorms 
" and corrufcations ; and whenever any fog arifes, 
* c it is always in the night, and confequently of 
" but fmall annoyance. 

" As to their form of government, they teH 
* c you, it is republican ; nor indeed have they any 
" king, matters of Hate being tranfacted by a 
6C certain number of men, whom they chufe a- 
tc mong themfelves, and pay an implicit obedience 
u to, during the time prefixed for their rule, 
C! which is nine years, at the expiration of which 
<; they refign their authority, and others are called 



" This they call a ftate of perfect freedom, 

<c yet it ; .s, in effect, the worft of flavery; and 

< 6 no man has the command of his own property 

-« any more than under thofe governments which 

"arc 
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cc are looked upon as moft defpotic. The redfon 
" of it is this: 

" The ifland, though governed by its own 
'< laws, is a kind of an appendix to a great mo- 
" narch on the continent, by whon: it had been 
"formerly conquered: this prince, though he 
* c flatters them with a fhew of liberty, has it al- 
Ci ways in his power to enforce or footh them into 
cc compliance with whatever he defires : and 
<c mould thefe pretended rulers in the leaft offer 
ct to oppofe his will y he would come down with 
" fire and fword, and lay the whole country wafte ; 
<c fo that their condition is infinitely worie, than 
" even under bad princes of their own. 

" But there is little occafion to expatiate on 
" this fate, becaufe every one knows the unhappy 
<c fituation of a country, which, from being per- 
" fec~r.ly independent, is reduced to be no more 
" than a province to another. 

ct THEprefentraceof theTopfy-Turvyans are, 
" however, too indolent to reflect on their mi f- 
" fortunes, and being by degrees fubje&ed to the. 
<c yoke, feem quite contented under it : they fee, 
" without repining, the richeft of their produce 
"carried every year to the continent; all the 
c< beauties of their fields and gardens ran fac keel, 
" what for fo many months they have been cul- 
" tivating borne away before their eyes ; yet are 
" content with the gleanings of what fcattercd 
4C remnants they can pick up for their own ufe. 

" I am fenfible this will fcarce gain credit in 
" England, yet it is no more than a truth my 
«'• own eyes havs been witnefs of. 

A 5 « As 
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<c As to their laws, nothing can be better cal- 
<c culated for the happinefs and well-ordering of 
*' fociety ; but the execution of them is intirely 
tc out of ufe, and they hang up, like the fkin of 
* c an Allegator in an apothecary's (hop, rather for 
* c (hew than fervice : their cuftoms, manners, and 
*' behaviour are fo much the reverie of what they 
" were fome ages paft, that one would think it 
* c impoilibletheTopfy-TurvyansI fawfhouldever 
** be defcended from perfons capable of framing 
* c fo excellent a conftitution, and ftatutes for fup- 
" porting it. 

< 4 Certain it is, notwithftanding, that they 
" were once a wife and gallant people; but ava- 
* c rice on the one hand, and luxury on the other, 
<c have poifoned and enervated all their nobler 
<c paflions, and rendered them, both in public and 
*' private life, no lefs deferving of contempt than 
" formerly they were of veneration and efteem. 

<c The ifland, though no more than an hundred 
" and fifty miles in length, and not quite forty 
" in breadth, contains two cities, and feveral 
<c very populous towns : there is alfo an univerfity, 
*' or rather an academy; butjiow much thofe, 
<6 who are too great to fubmit to rules, profit by 
*' their ftudies, the reader may guefs by what I 
^ have faid in another place of their conduit and 
44 behaviour. 

" The youth, however, pride themfelves very 
<c much on their return from thence, and look 
" down with a kind of fcorn on thofe who 
" have not been allowed this feeming advan- 
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" As it will doubtlefs be expected I fhould fty 
" fomething of their towns and cities, I fhall give 
" as exact an account of thefe alfo as poffible : — 
" their ftreets are, generally fpeaking, very nar- 
Ci row, and the buildings irregular, except in the 
* c capital, where fomewhat more care and fkill 

feems to have been employed. 



cc 



" It is very plain, that architecture is a fcience 
c< thefe iflanders were never pradtifed in ;for the 
<c palaces of their greatefl: men, and even thofe of 
<c the Theodo's, or high priefts, are extremely 
* c rude and barbarous, though adorned, after their 
<c manner, with precious ftones and gold. 

cc I must obferve, that gold. is not coined here, 
cc as in other countries, into money, nor will any 
Ct that is fo pafs among them ; but it is ufed in 
* c furniture, and bought with a kind of mixed 
* c metal, which we have nothing in Europe, nor 
" any where elfe in the known world, I ever heard 
<c of, that in the lead refembles it. 

" Their temples are very little ornamented, 
<c and lefs frequented : they are alfo for the moil 
<c part low-roofed, and quite over-loolced by the 
<c palace of the chief Theodo of that diftricl, who 
4C always lives near, and by the capacious had,. 
c < feems to be fuperior to the deity he pretends to 
c< ferve. 

u The houfes of the nobility, and great ofR- 
<c cers of ftate, are not wanting in richnefs, what- 
" ever deficiencies there may be in elegance ; but 
* c thofe of the inferior gentry and mechanics ihew, 
" by their decay and wretched appearance, the 
<c hardfhips and miferable condition their owners 
* c labour under. 

A 6 ■ " I hats 
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" I have faid there were good laws; bu 
Cl what will appear very ftrange, throughout the 
<c whole ifland there was not one court of judical- 
<c ture, all affairs relating to meum and tuum being 
" decided by perfons at the helm ; fo that it often 
*' happens that the younger branches of a family 
* c inherit, and the elder are turned out to ftarve f 
<c according as intereft and favour direct. 



*& 



cc But as gaming is the chief bufinefs, as well 
<c asamufementof the Topfy-Turvyans, large halls 
* c are erected for that purpofe, not only in every 
4< quarter of the capital, but alfo in every town 
<c and even little vilhge. 

<c The doors of thefe halls being kept conti- 
ct nually open, both night and day, it is amazing 
<c to fee what numbers of people are always crowd- 
4< ing to pay their adorations to the goddefs For- 
cc tune, whofe image is placed at the upper end, 
" under a magnificent canopy. All ages, all de- 
<c grees, all feets, unite in this univerfal worfhip : 
* A — all referve, — all pride of birth, — all difference 
46 in opinion, is here intirely laid afide : — the 
*' prince and the pedlar, — the lady that keeps 
*' a chariot, and' the drab that trowls a wheel- 
** barrow :— the prude, and the avowed profti- 
** tute, — the ecclefiaftic and ballad-finger are 
ct on an equal foot: — nothing but gain, dear gain, 
44 is regarded ; and the lord has as little remorfe for 
* 4 winning from the cobler all he is mafter of in 
41 the whole world, tho' the wretch hangs hrm/elf 
<c the next morning for the lofs, as he would for 
44 having got the fame fum from him who could 
44 beft fpare it in the company: — but ruin and 
*' deflrucUon are with them more matters of mirth 
*- and der iiion, than pity or relief.. 

" These 
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44 These are all the edifices of note that I re- 
cc member, except the theatre, which indeed is 
44 tolerable as to the building, were it intended for 
44 another ufe, but ridiculous for that to which it 
44 is put : — if originally erefted for a playhoufe, 
4C as they told me it was, never fure was fo great 
4C a blunder as the architect ; for the ftage being 
44 round in the manner of a cock-pit, thofe of the 
<c audience, who fit on one half of the circle, can 
44 only fee the aftors backs. 

4C I must own, indeed, that according to the 
44 performances exhibited there, this is little to be 
4C regarded ; for the perfon who has the manage- 
44 ment of this very grand affair, as it is accounted, 
44 perceiving the audiences begin to flacken, and 
44 at length become fo thin, that there was feldom 
4C fufEcient to defray the expence, in compliance 
44 with thefantaftic humour of the age, and to bring 
44 more company, introduced a new kind of en- 
44 tertainment ; which was to bring twenty or 
44 thirty afles on the ftage, drefled in ribbands, 
46 and hung round with bells. 

" This, like all other novelties in fo capricious 
cc a nation, afforded infinite fatisfaclion ; and when 
" the poor creatures, unufed to fuch harneifino-, 
44 happened to bray, or to knock their heads one 
4C againft the other, as they often did, the whole 
* c houfe ecchoed with acclamations, as if fome 
44 elegant piece of wit had been performed. 

" But this mode of diverfion was but of a fhort 
u continuance ; for the actors, jealous of thefe 
44 new brothers, and fearing they fhould lofe their 
44 falaries, if the animal creation got the better of 
*< the rational one, in the approbation of the town, 
4 fet thernfelves about contriving how they fhould 

" fup 
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« c fupplant them, which they effe&ed by the fol- 



4fc lowing method 



" They procured the fkins of feveral forts of 
" creatures, fuch as bears, bulls, baboons, dogs, 
44 and dragons ; and having transformed themfelves 
4C into the ihape, adted the manners of thefe ani- 
4C mals fo much to the life, that they foon found 
44 their labour had not been in vain: — much 
4C greater applaufe was given to them in their 
" brute characters, than they even had received 
44 in thofe of heroes and fine gentlemen; perhaps 
44 too with good reafon, but of that I do not pre* 
" tend to be pofitiye. 

44 They ftilJ, however, at leaft at my leaving 
44 them they did fo, continue to act pieces, or in- 
< c terludes, which they divide into two clafles, and 
" call either the Terrible, or the Merry, meaning 
46 I fuppofe what we do by Tragedy and Comedy ; 
44 but I think that diftin£Hon might very well be 
" laid afide in the Topfy-Turvy drama, being 
" equally prepofterous, out of nature, and far from 
44 either wit or humour in the one, or truth, juf- 
4t tice, or propriety in the other. 

<c This indeed mufi: be acknowledged, that 
44 their drama is a true picture of the times, and 
44 fo far juftifiable ; but how degenerate, how de- 
4C praved rauft be the tafte of thefe wretched iflan- 
44 ders, to be pleafed with feeing themfelves in 
44 fuch a mirror. 

Ci Military difcipline is much practifcd 
4< among them : — encampments and reviews are 
44 frequent, and they make as good a mew as any 
44 nation in the world : — better drefTed foldiers! 
44 never faw; but as to their prowefs, I dare not 

44 anfwer ; 
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" anfwer , — - as far as I could learn, it had not of 
« many years been put to a great trial ; for tho' 
"there were five declarations of war againft fo 
" many different powers during thefpace of eight 
" months, they were no fooner made, than over- 
" tures of peace fucceeded, and all the mighty 
" preparations for war ceafed, and gave way to 
", dancing, and all kinds of revels. 

" This might be good policy, did it ferve to 
" render them formidable to their neighbours: — 
" but, alas ! all is no more than a bounce; — they 
" menace loud, — they bluffer for a while, then 
" meanly fue, and often purchafe peace at a dear 
«« rate. 

" It is almoft impoffible to enumerate the 
" many treaties, the alliances, the leagues offen- 
" five and defenlive, they entered into during the 
" three years I was ib unfortunate as to be among 
"them;- — I fay unfortunate, becaufe, though 
" this ill and abounds with every thing a man can 
" with any fnadow of reafon defire, yet are there 
" fuch perpetual alarms, that no one who wifhes 
" a fettled ftate of life, can be eafy under ; they 
" are always threatening, yet always in apprehen- 
" fions of fomething worfe happening to them- 
" felves than is in their power to infli&on others, 
" and frequently reminded me of that paffage in 
" holy writ, 

" The wicked fhall fear, where no fear is." 

" But, what is more amazing, if poilible, than 
" all the reft, is, that they are always under the 
" moil terrors where there is the leaft probability 
<c of danger; guarding that place in the ftrongeft 
44 manner which is molt diftant from the enemy, 

" and 
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cc and leaving that which is moft likely to be at* 
<c tacked, wholly defencelefs. 

" To add to this, they are certainly the moft 
<c officious bufy people in the world ; they cannot 
« be eafy without having fome hand, or being 
<c thought to have, in all the tranfa&ions of the 
« 4 neighbouring nations : — at one time you would 
<c imagine they were endeavouring to bring about 
<c an univerfal peace ; at another, that they were 
c< ftirring up all who liften to them to war. — • 
« c This meddling humour frequently embroils them 
<c in quarrels with thofe it is moft their intereft 
*« to be well with, and alfo involves them in wars 
" for the concerns of others, while their own 
" are totally negleded. 

" But as they are never long in the fame 
<c mind, one campaign is fufficient to make them 
" as fick of war as before they were of peace ; 
" and indeed if any of their inclinations may be 
" faid to be guided by reafon, this is, becaufe 
«*their arms are generally very unfuceefsful. — 
* c Experience, however, does not make them wife 
<c enough to avoid engaging afrefh, as foon a$. 
iC any opportunity prefents itfelf; and they would 
" long ago have been all cut to pieces, and their 
<■« ifland reduced to an heap of afhes, had they not 
" bought off the impending ruin with thofe trea* 
" fures the frugality of their induftrious anceftors 
€i had left them ; and which at my coming away 
« I found were pretty near being wholly exhaufted :. 
« fo that, perhaps, while I am writing this ac- 
count of their conduct, it may have brought 
" that deftru£iononthem with which they have 
" long fince been threatened, and it muft be con- 
s' fefied, they but too juftly merit, 
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44 Yet, notwithstanding this acting in gene- 
44 ral againft all rules of common fenfe, I found 
" forne few among who had a greater fhare of 
" reafon : — thefe faw the approaching rniferies 
44 of their country with fhreaming eyes, and 
iC hearts overwhelmed with anguifh; — they failed 
" not to admonifh, to reprove, and to oppofe with 
" all their might every deftruclive meafurej but 
44 all they could do was ineffectual : — their ad- 
44 vice was only laughed at, and their perfons 
4C treated with contempt. 

44 As thefe men were the only converfible fet 
44 of mortals I found in the whole ifland, I pafled 
44 my time chiefly with them, and by that means 
" became acquainted with many things I could 
" not otherwife have known. 

44 Speaking one day of the ftrange irregula- 
" rity, and capricious contradictions in conduct 
4C practifed by the Topfy-Turvyans, one of thofel 
4C juft mentioned pretended to account for it by 
" the following little piece of hiftory, which, 
44 whether fabulous or true, may be an entertain- 
44 ment to the reader* 

4C Our ifland, faid he, was formerly governed 
4C by viceroys, who being vefted with an unlimited 
44 authority by the crown, we were happy or mi- 
44 ferable according to the difpofition of this dele- 
4C gate of power : — all our appeals and complaints 
44 to the continent were disregarded, fo that we 
4C frequently fuffered great impofitions. — At laft 
44 being perfecuted by one, who excelled in cruel- 
44 ty and every kind of wickednefs all his prede- 
44 celTors,the people united in a combination againft 
44 him ; — his palace was plucked to the ground, 
" and himfelf with all his family deftroyed : — 

44 others 
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" others, after him, attempting the fame things, 
" were treated in the fame manner, fo that for 
<c fome time none dared to exceed the bounds a 
<c good magiftrate ought to obferve; and we en^ 
"joyed a perfect freedom and tranquility for many 
" years. — O ! had it but continued, how happy 
<c a nation had we been ! But, alas ! the golden 
." days of theTopfy-Turvyans paft away, and a fad 
<c change came on. — O sera ! fatal to our glory, 
" intereil, virtue, liberty, all that is worth a brave 
<c man's care, when the detefted Hiamackwasfent 
<c over to be our viceroy ; — , ruin, perdition, hor- 
<c ror, madnefs, were then let loofe among us r and 
<c everlaftingfhame, with every curfe that thought 
<{ can form, is now entailed upon us. 



<< 



<c Here the good old man was obliged to paufe 
and give a loofe to that torrent of tears which 
this fad. remembrance extorted from him ; and 
" I took the opportunity of afking, wherefore, if 
" Hiamack behaved fo ill, the people did not, as 
<c before, exert themfelves to the ruin of their op- 
<e prefTor ? To which queftion, as foon as he had 
<c a little recovered himfelf, he replied : 

" Madack, faid he, (which is the appellation 
<c they give to all Grangers for whom they have 
*' any efteem, and comes the neareft to my lord in 
cc Englifh of any title I know of) Hiamack was 
*' too fubtle to difcover himfelf ; — he appeared 
lc at his firft coming among us to be all courtefy 
" and gentlenefs ; and as he was the greateft ma- 
" gician perhaps that the world ever knew, he 
" made ufe of his diabolical art to betray us into 
" what he eafily forefaw we were not to be forced, 

" Under the pretence of his great love and 
cc refpect for the people, he ordered banquets to be 

" prst 
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" prepared one day in a great plain, to which he 
" invited all degrees, not excepting the very mean- 
" eft of the rabble. This feeming hofpitality and 
" humility charmed the whole iiland ; all crowd- 
«<• ed to partake of it, and to blefs the new vice- 
« r0 y : — thoufands were ferved at once ; and they 
" withdrawn, frefh thoufands came, till all had 
" fwallowed down the worfe than poifoned vi- 
es ands : — all but a few, who being either out of 
" the ifland at that time, or were detained by fick- 
" nefs, or other caufes from this feaft, among 
" which happy number were my anceftors, and 
" fome others. 

" For, O my dear Madack ! purfued he, the 
" curit magician, by fome infernal recipe, had gi- 
" ven to this food an infatuating quality of fo dire 
" and mifchievous a nature, that not only thofe 
" who eat of it, but all the pofterity which fhould 
" defcend from their loins, from generation to 
" generation, and from age to age, fhould be 
<c deprived of all power of judging for themfelves ; 
" of diftinguifhing between what is their intereft, 
" and what is not ; and in fine, from that time 
cc forward become dead to all fenfe of what they 
<l were, or what they ought to be. 

" It is impoffible to exprefs the agony this poor 
4C honeft Topfy-Turvyan fell into, in concluding 
" his narrative ; which, but for the pity I could 
" not help feeling for him, would have made me 
" laugh heartily. — I could never have expected 
" fuch reafon for the vices, caprices, and follies 
cc I had ken among thefe people ; and to hear it 
cc accounted for in-the manner I now did, appeared 
<c to me little lefs ridiculous than the behaviour 
" he afcribed to fo out-of-the-way a caufe, 

« I BE- 
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" T believe he perceived by my countenance 
<c what my thoughts were on this occafion, and 
c< therefore added many obfervations to aflert the 
" truth of what he had been faying. — All the 
* c others alfo of the antient Topfy-Turvyans, as 
<c they called themfelves, averred the fame ; and I 
4< found it a tradition, -which was the more efta- 
" blifhed, as it feemed inpoflible a ^hole people 
€< fhould degenerate, and become fo directly the 
<( oppofite of what they had been, if fome fuper- 
** natural agency had not been employed to work 
f c the change. 

Ci That there are drugs, which, without the 
€i help of magic, will work upon the brain, and 
<c fo ftupify the fenfes, that they have no power 
£i to operate ; there was an inftance not many 
*' years paft in England, of a nobleman who had a 
** potion given him by his lady, which rendered 
" him for many years incapable of tran fading any 
4 « kind of bufinefs; and it is thought the ideotifm 
" would have lafted as long as his life, had not 
" Providence, in z manner almoft miraculoufly, 
iC reftored him to his reafon. 

" It is probable, therefore, that this Hiamack 
" might know the nature of fo pernicious a re- 
*< cipe, and apply it to the unfortunate Topfy-Tur- 
** vyans ; but then I cannot think the infatuation 
*' could be of fuch force as to reach the intellects 
16 of thofe who fhould be begot afterwards ; I ra- 
" ther think, as it had an effect to corrupt the 
* c manners of the fathers, the ions as they grew 
cc followed that example ; their pofterity ftill did 
" the fame, and by this means the curfe which 
« they imagined entailed by necromancy, became 
« confined from generation to generation. 

But 
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" But to relate matters, not refine upon them, 
" is, I take it, the only bufinefs of an hiftorian * 
« fo I fhall leave it to the reader to judge as he 
*' thinks moft reafonable of the caufe of this dege- 
" neracy in a once brave and nice people. 

" As to the navigation of the Topfy-Turvyans, 
<c it is no lefs comical than the reft, though they 
* c boaft much of it: — they have indeed a great 
" number of veflels, which are perpetually fwim- 
" ming up and down in the Pacific ocean as the 
" tide directs, for they have neither fails nor bal- 
ct laft : — it is utterly impoffible to give any de- 
ci fcription of them that would be intelligible to 
<c an European reader, being built after a form 
cC which there is nothing like in the whole world. 
* c — It mult be owned there is fomewhat of ma- 
* c jefly and dread in their appearance ; — they are 
cC large and very high, and ornamented on the 
<c top with a prodigious number of ftreamers, 
<c red, yellow, blue, and white, which are fixed 
' c on poles one above another, and fall down, like 
< c the curls of a perriwig, to the furface of the 
" veflel, the fides of which are full of long iron 
" fpikes, a little like javelins, the points directed 
< c outwards : — thefe are the weapons by which, 
" in fight, they think to annoy their enemies -, but 
" I never law them tried that way, and fancy they 
" would be abk to do little execution. 

" As they know nothing of the compafs, and 
4C never travel out of their own fphere, when they 
** would have thefe veflels move to any particular 
r« part, they guide them with a fort of paddles, 
<c thirty, forty, and fometimes fifty Topfy-Turvy- 
€i ans on a fide in one bottom. 

" It is thus that they convey themfdves to 

"the 
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cc the continent, whenever they have anybufinefs 
4€ to go there, either to carry the produce of their 
<(t own ifland, or fetch what foreign commodities 
«* they may have occaTion for. 

ct When they are not employed in thefe more 
c * neceflary avocations, they often form a kind of 
4< a figure-dance on the waters, making flrft a 
«* circle, then pafling between each other ; which 
« c they do with incredible fwiftnefs, by the help of 
€< their paddles, the veflels being extremely light, 
«* and that fea never difturbed either with ftorms 
« c from above, or any interior emotion of its 
« own. 

Thfs is all Eumenes has thought fit to give us 
of that remote country 5 and, it muft be acknow- 
ledged, is fufficient to fatisfy the curiofity of any 
one who is not defirous of taking a voyage thi- 
ther; as I believe few will, who have this idea 
of their manners and cuftoms. 

There are fome things fo infinitely diverting 
in the defcription, that we found it utterly im- 
poffible to forbear laughing, tho' at the fame time 
were filled with the utmoft. companion for a peo- 
ple fo loft and fo undone to their own indolence 
and luxury ; for I am altogether of the fame mind 
with the writer of the account, that it fcarcely 
happened by any fupernatural means. 

When a nation devotes itfelf to fuch ftudieg 
and amufements as can no way contribute to the 
glory or intereft of their country, or to their own 
particular reputation, they will infallibly become 
by degrees divefted of all fcn(e of virtue, and, 
like the Topfy-Turvyans, grow the Haves of vice 
and folly. 

I BE- 
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I believe the world could never yet produce 
one inftance 3 where true fpirit fubfifted after ho- 
nour was no more : — the one, indeed, is the na- 
tural eonfequence of the other ; for a brave and 
honeft mind will be ever firm, conftant, and un- 
fhaken ; it wil dare all the menaces of unwar- 
rantable power, and defpife all undermining arti- 
fices > — equally proof againft force or flattery : 
but when once vice gets poffeflion of the foul, it 
becomes mean and abje£t; it has no longer any 
will, any inclinations of its own; the ready tool 
of every foothing offer, and lowly fubmiffive to 
every command that fliall be given. 

It behoves therefore every individual of every 
country in the world, whatever may be told therh, 
or how much feeming caufe foever they may have 
to flatter themfelves with an afTurance of freedom, 
not to neglect fearching, with the moft enquiring 
and impartial eye, into all that pafTes ; to examine 
into the moft hidden motives; and, difdaining to 
be guided by appearances and fair pretences, judge 
for themfelves, and boldly declare their approbation 
or difapprobation of what is doing. 

This alone is true liberty ; for where freedom 
of judging or fpeaking is a crime, all other indi- 
gencies are but fo many downy linings, which at 
fuft may make the yoke of flavery feem foft and 
eafy to be borne, which will wear away, when 
worn for any length of time, and then the rugged 
galling load be felt with double weight. 

I do not at all wonder that a people, who have 
no idea of the Chriftian religion, or indeed of any 
other that is confiftent with reafon, and are equal- 
ly ft rangers to every thing civilized and polite, 
fhould be fo ready to afcribe all extraordinary re- 
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volutions to art magic ; fince even here in .Eng- 
land it was common, a very few years fince, to 
imagine ftorms, fhipwrecks, and almoft all man- 
ner of ill accidents, were oceafioned by the force 
of wicked fpells : and the old Romans, who va- 
lued themfelves fo much on their underftanding 
as to look on all other nations as barbarous and 
favage, were fo addicted to this opinion, that they 
imputed every thing that befel, from the greateft 
down to the moil minute events^o the power of 
charms. As witnefs Virgil; 

" Pale Phoebe, drawn by fpell, from heav'n defcends, 
4t And Circe hang'd by charms Ulyffes 9 friends ; 
. «« Spells break the ground, and penetrate the brake, 
*' And in the winding cavern fplit the fnake ; 
. **,Sjpclls fire the frozen veins. "-~ 
AM again, 

« By his dread art the necromancer boafts 
Y< To call forth from their caverns {talking ghofts, 
. "«' And from the roots to tear the Handing corn, 
« r Which whiiTd aloft to difiant fields is borne : 
" Such is the ftrength of fpells.' 7 

Our own poets alfo, it is plain, have upheld 
the fame tenet : Shakefpear in all his plays is full 
of it, not even his hiftorical ones exempt. The 
great revolution in Scotland he afcribes to the 
promife made by the witches. to Macbeth ; and 
likewife brings that great, though wicked man, 
to fhew an entire dependance on them, and to 
confult them in every thing, as we fee by his 
carneft adjuring them to fpeak to him. 

" If you can look into the feeds of time, 
"And fee which grafa will grow, and which 
will not, 

Cf I con- 
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" I conjure you, by that which you piofefs, 

« Toanfwer me. 

" Tho' you unite the winds, and let them fight 

" Againft the churches ; tho' the yefty waves 

" Confound and f wallow navigation up ; 

" Tho' caftles topple on their warders heads ; 

tc Tho' palaces and pyramids do flope 

" Their heads to their foundations, 

<c Even till deftru&ion fickens 3 anfwer me." 

Dryden too, of a much later age, was no 
lefs pollened of thefe ideas; and in a great many 
of his dramatic pieces, as well as other writings, 
Ihews himfelf very fond of giving abundance of 
power to witches and forcerers. See what he fays 
in his tragedy of Tyrannic Love. 

" How have I feen ( on liter's banks he flood, 
4C Where laft we winter'd ) bind the headlong flood 
*< In fudden ice, and where moft fwift it flows, 
* fc In chryftai nets the wond'ring flfhes clofe; 
*< Then,with a moment's thaw theftreams enlarge, 
Ci And from the mafks the twinkling guefts dif- 

" charge, 
tc In a deep vale, or near fotne ruin'd wall, 
-" He would the ghofts of flaughter'd foldiers call; 
*< Who flow to mangled bodies did repair, 
* c And loth to enter, fhiver'd in the air ; 
<c Thefe his dread wand did to fhort life compel, 
*' And forc'd the fate of battles to foretcl. 
cc In a lone tent, all hung with black, I faw 
** Where in a fquare he did a circle draw ; 
" Four angels, made by that circumference, 
<c Bore holy words infcrib'd, of myffic fenie ; 
<c When flrft a hollow wind began to blow, 
u Theflcy grew black, and belly 'd down more low; 
<c Around the fields did nimble light'ning play, 
* c Which offier'd us. by fits, then fnatch'd, the day. 
Vol. IV. B ** Midi* 
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* c 'Midft this was heard the Ihrill and tender cry 
44 Of well-pleas'd ghofts, that in the ftorm'did fly, 
« Danc'd to and fro, and fkimm'd along the 

ground, 
" Till to the magic circle they were bound." 

In fine, the poets of all ages, but the prefent, 
by their writings have greatly contributed to the 
continuance of that fuperftition, which priefts in 
the more dark and .uninformed times, for their own 
Intereft began. 

These kingdoms are, however, now intirely 
freed from their former errors on this fide ; the 
example of the greater world has put a flop to 
all fuch follies in their inferiors, which teftifies 
the influence they have. If they-do not therefore 
endeavour to give as great a check to propenfities 
of a yet more dangerous nature, the faults of all 
thofe beneath them may but with too much 
juftice be laid to their charge. 

Let then thofe of both fexes, whoihine in the 
hio-her fphere of life, become models of virtue to 
the reft - } and I dare anfwer, that in this imitating 
age there will be few fond enough of vice to be 
out of the fafhion. 

For, in fine, as I have already taken notice, 
it is being wicked that renders us weak, and liable 
to fall into any infatuation whatever ; and when 
once perverted in our principles and. underftanding, 
what but ruia muft enfue ! 

But I fear growing too grave for the generality 
of my readers, and fhall therefore dofe this fubjeft 
with the words of the poet : 

§>uem vult Dm prim prim dtmntau 

~ We 

Hosted by GoOgle 



book 15, SPECTATOR, 27 

W© muft not, however, forget to render Eu~ 
menes our moft grateful acknowledgments for the 
favour he has conferred upon us,, nor to allure 
him, that fome time before the conclufion of 
thefe lucubrations, we mail comply wich what he 
feems to expect from us, as far as in the power 
of our capacities ; nothing being more dear to us 
than the honour and intereft of the city of Lon- 
don, and nothing consequently more affliding to 
us, than when we find reafon to believe any num*. 
bers of it act in a manner different irom what 
.might be expected of them. 

But I doubt not by this time the town is fuf- 
ficiently impatient for what our learned corre- 
spondent Philo-Natune has thought fit to convey 
to themby the Female Spectator \ and it would 
be the utmoft injuftice to delay the fatisfaction of 
a curiofuy fo truly laudable, for any thing we 
might have to offer of our own. 

Without then any farther prelude, we mail 
give his fentiments in the exact words wc received' 
•them. 

To the Female Spectator* 

"Madam, 
" THE obliging care you were fo good intake 
cc in fo early inferring the former epiftle I did 
< c myfelf the honour to fend you, makes me vaia 
'" enough to imagine a fecond will find no lefs 
" favourable reception* 

<c According to my promife, therefore, I' 

^ now venture to renew the fubject I before re- 

B a " commended 3 



y Google 



2$ The F E M A L E book if. 

*< commended, as the moft pleafing as well as 
€X ufeful amufement the mind can be employed 
*' in ; and which will always afford matter to 
<c fpeak, to think, and write upon ; fince in all 
*' feafons of the year, and in all places, whether 
cc abroad or at home, we fhall always find fome* 
* c thing new, if we attend to it, which will con- 
<c fequently furnifti us with new ideas. 

" The earth, the air, the water, and even the 
cc common fire we burn upon our hearths, will, 
« c in a thinking mind, produce abundant theme 
. cc for fpeculation, 

€C I know not, madam, if it were in your 
<c time or not ; but I remember, when I was a 
c< boy, the good ladies were accuftomed about this 
c< feafon of the year to be extremely bufy in 
* c drying and preserving certain herbs and fruits, 
* € and diftilling others, according to the nature. 
* c of the plants, and the ufes they were intended; 
cc for ; which I found every woman of condition 
*< then plumed herfelf very much on a perfect 
, 4C understanding in. 

<c Wonderful cures have I feen performed 
%i by the help of fimples prepared in A a proper 
cc manner by thefe good houfewives ; and many 
<c an elegant defert ferved up in the fnidft of 
* c winter, without the help of a confectioner: 
* c but fuch avocations, in thefe politer days, are 
ftC beneath the attention of a fine lady ; and Heaven 
<c forbid that, old as I am, I fhould render my- 
<c (e\[ c o obnoxious to the moft charming part of 
<< the creation, as toadvife them to return to that 
«< old-fafhioned Way of fpending time, 

" But, methinksji it ihouldnot be difagreeable 

« tt 
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" to them to enquire a little into tbe nature of 
<c thofe herbs, which are commonly made ufe of 
"either in food or medicine, — The cooling 
<c Plantaine, the cardiac Angelica, the reftoring 
li Comfrey, the purifying Crefles and Trefoil, and 
< c the health-giving Sage, merit fome care to be 
<c taken of them, much more than any foreign 
ct drugs whatever, which only ferve to (well the 
* c apothecary's bill : for the reputation of the true 
*< phyfician is owing merely to fimples, which are 
* c at laft called in to rectify the diforders which 
c< more expenfive prefcriptions perhaps may have 
<c occafioned. 

" I would not by this be underftood to per* 
c< fuade the ladies to turn phyficians; they may 
" amufe themfelves with confidering the nature 
" and ufe of thofe plants which grow every day 
* 6 before. their eyes the whole year round, without 
" entering, into any laborious ftudy about them. 

e< By obferving the product of the earth, one 
cc may fee that God has made nothing in vain ; 
iC for even thofe very weeds, which we imagine 
<c fkoot up fpontaneoufly, and whole ufes either in 
<c food or in phytic, if they really are endued with 
*.' any, are not yet difcovered by Us, ferve how- 
" ever, for tiourifhment an;d flielter to many ani-* 
" mals, to whom the human fyftem is very much 
4i indebted. They afford alfo a pleaiing variety 
"to the eye, as they grow up and mingle with 
" the more valuable plants, and fometimes extract 
"juices from the earth which would be prejudU 
* fc cial to thofe things the gardener makes it moft 
44 his care to cultivate. 

a And now I have touched upon this head, I 

" cannot leave it without taking fome notice of » 

B j " weed 
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4< weed that grows in fach plenty, and fcatters 
ic feed in fuch abundance, that there is hardly a 
" poffibility of eradicating it totally from any 
< c ground it once has taken pofieilion of. 

ic Yet does not nature, among all that profu- 
" fion of bleflings (he beftows, prefent us with 
tc any one fimple of fuch univerfal benefit in me- 
« c dicinal prefcriptions, fince there is fcarce any 
t( difeafe in which it does not help, and is in molt 
c * a fpecific. 

" Nobody, who has the leaft: underftanding in 
" phyfic, but will know I mean the Nettle : fince 
" there are many excellent herbs whofe virtues 
" muft be allowed for the cure of particular dif- 
€i orders; yet it is generally the cafe, that what 
" relieves in one, (hall be prejudicial to another. 
4 * Whereas the Nettle, if taken in time, prevents 
* 4 theie ailments to which the human fyftem is 
44 molt incident, and even after a too long neglect 
44 of it, gives a certain eafe in what it is intended, 
" without the leaft ill confequence to any other 
" complaint with which the patient may, happen 
" to be aiflided. 

<( Of this plant, for I cannot bring myfelf to 
€i affront it fo far as to call it a weed y there are 
4< two known forts; the one has the name of Dead 
* c Nettle, or Archangel, the other is the Stinging 
" Nettle; to which latter the preference undoubted- 
44 ly is due, as of more general fervice, though the^ 
** other is a fovereign remedy in many cafes. 

" I have often thought the qualities of the 
u StingingNettle might be juftly enough compared 
44 to thofe of good advice proceeding from an 
« honeft heart ; but delivered in terms, which, at 

« firft, 
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" firft, feem to have fo much afperity in them, ani 
" at firft is not well relifhed ; but when reflected 
" on maturely, the merit of it will have its due 
** weight, and excite gratitude- and love, 

<c A little time, therefore, given to the con- 
** fideration of thefe, which are by a vulgar eye 
cc looked upon as the mofl infignificant works •£ 
<c nature, could not fail leading us to contempla- 
" tions of a more elevated kind, and be one great 
" ftep towards rendering our ideas fublime, re- 
** fined, and pure,, and fit to travel through the im- 
" menfe wonders of thofe ftarry heavens, which 
" we behold with fo much admiration. 

4< I cannot, madam, but greatly lament that 
* c interruption which deprived you and your fair 
" friends of a farther profecution of thofe enqui - 
cc ries you were about to make of the planetary 
" worlds. — There is indeed a theme for the no- 
(i bleft fpeculations. There may the moil ex- 
w tenfive genius be abforbed and fwallowed up in 
cc a feraphic contemplation. — How muft the foul 
" be diflblved in humble gratitude, and in aftonifh- 
" ment at the power and wifdom of the Almighty 
*"' and Incomprehenfible Being, who not only form- 
Ci ed thofe glorious orbs, but preferves them in. 
<e fuch an exact order, that none of them mall 
* c tranfgrefs their limits, or become prejudicial to 
" the others ! 

" I must confefs myfelf fo be intirely of that 
c< gentleman's opinion, who fuppofes all the pla- 
cc nets to be fo many habitable worlds -> and that 
C4 fhort, but plain reafon he gives for it, of their 
" being all illumined, may, I think, convince any 
cc one who is not refolved to adhere to no tenet? 
6C but his own. 

B 4 _"Hai> 
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" Had you paft more time than I perceive you 
cc did, or at leaft renewed your vifit to the tele- 
44 fcope, when Saturn could be feen with the great- 
cc eft advantage, you would plainly have difeo- 
" vered that ring or circle, with which he is in* 
cc compafted, to be of a much greater brightnefs 
" than the moon at full appears to us, near as fhe 
" is to the earth, 

<c But I cannot help diflenting from your inge- 
" nious friend in one particular, which is, that the 
* c diftance of this planet would involve it in a moffc 
" horrible darknefs for near half the year;. and 
" this reafon I give for contradicting what I know 
46 very well is not only his own, but alfo a received 
* c opinion with moft people. 

" The farther this vaft planet is removed from 
" our fun, the nearer by confequence he muft be 
ic placed to fome other, ; for I think it has been 
" agreed on by the mod: judicious enquirers into 
" the heavens, that the fixed ftars,as we call them, 
" are in reality fa many funsy which give light to 
" planets of their own, and to whom that of ours 
<c appears as they do to us, no more than a fixed 
" itaf, whofe twinkles are fcarce perceivable. 

" Saturn, therefore, having this advantage 
€C above all other planets of our fyftem, inftead of 
" being that dark, gloomy world we have all along 
" believed him, muft be the moft enlightened of 
<c any 5 — fince one half of the year he has our 
" fun, as all the rules of aftronomy confefs, and the 
cc other half is played upon by another fun, which 
€i to us is fcarce perceptible : -—this, together with 
" his own gorgeous circle of moons, muft give 
" him in a manner perpetual day. 

« This 
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" This opinion of plurality of worlds kerns to 
" rne fo far from being inconfiftent with the prin- 
" ciplesof religion, that it very much enlarges 
" our ideas of the Almighty Wifdoin j and I can- 
" not think but the philofophers of former ages, 
*' who imagined the creation terminated with what 
" they were able to difcern, had very confined 
" notions of the Great Author of Nature, and alfo 
" an adequate fhare of vanity to flatter themfelves 
" that all thofe great orbs,, which roll above our 
« c heads, were made only to delight the eye of 



man. 



" But every age producing new discoveries, by 
u the continual improvement of that moft ufeful 
** invention, the telefcope, has made thefe latter 
4S times more wife; I mean thofe of us who do 
iC not wilfully flxut our eyes to keep the truth from 
" gaining entrance, and are afraid of being coa- 
" vincedr 

* c Among the number of thefe, I once was ac- 
* 4 quainted with an eccleftaftic, a very good man, 
* c but of a moderate underftanding 1 — talking one 
%Q day upon this topic, he faid, that to maintain 
** there were any more worlds than this we live ft% 
" was pr^phane and irreligious, and directly op- 
iC pofite to thejChriftian faith; <6 for, cried he, If 
<c Chriftdied for us aloae, whatmuft become of all 
*< the fouls in thofe other worlds you talk of ?" ' 

" To which I ailfwered, though not without a 
" fmile, which I found myfelf unable to reft rain 4 
€i and made, I could perceive, the good clergyman, 
" entertain yet a worfe opinion of my piety thai} 
tc he had before ; that it was pollible thofe worlds 
c< might not have had Adams, who had finned 
€C like our forefather, and confequently could hot 
B s " fraud 
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4< ftand in need of the fame extraordinary manner 
4t of redemption. 

" This put him out of all patience, and his 
4C zeal carried him fuch lengths in the arguments- 
** he made ufe of, as nothing but a perfect ac- 
4C quaintance with the integrity of his heart could 
" have made me pardon, or indeed have borne- 
** with any temper. 

" It is very ftrange, methinks, that people 
<c fhould be fo fond of lugging religion into dif- 
*' putes.where it has no kind of concern, — Whe- 
* c ther tnefe worlds have any occafion for a favi- 
4C our, or by what fort of creatures they are in- 
4 ' habited, is not the queftionj. — the matter is, 
46 that it is reafonable to fuppofe, that they are in- 
« c habited by fome fort or other,, either of a fupe- 
4 < rior or inferior nature to us, and alfo that every. 
4 * one of them is different from the other. 

46 Nature delights in variety; every element 
45 abounds with fpecies of a different kind. — A 
" thoufand, and ten thoufand forts of birds wing^ 
* c the regions of the air : — the waters produce as 
(X great a number of different kinds of finny in- 
"•habitants : — the earth, of reptiles, infeds, and 
* c hearts ;— and even men, when born in different 
** climates, differ in colour, fhape, and manners 
*< from each other, almoft as much as from the 
" brutes. 

i4 Ridiculous, therefore, would it be for us 
44 to imagine, that people of thefe foreign worlds. 
** are like any thing we have ever feen,.or can 
4C poffibly have any notion of : — God is infinite in 
* c all, and we may plainly fee that no two of his 
<c works have a perfect refembiance* with each 
" other. 

«Tg 
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" To be too inquifitive, however, into things 
" in which we have no concern,.and which, with * 
" the utmoft labour aflifted by the greateftlearn- 
€i ing and ftrongeft capacity, we can never be able 
iC to penetrate, is doubtleis both a fin and a folly. 
" — Heaven has given us fuflicient matter for con- 
templation in the world we live in, and we ought 
* c not to pry into the fecrets of thofe hid from us ; 
" but ftill the oppofers of the belief of a plurality 
" of worlds are not to infer from thence that we 
" mould refufe giving credit to fo reafonable a te- 
" net: — we may fure allow that there are fuch 
" worlds, without wafting our time in vain con- 
c * jeftures by whom peopled, or what employ- 
* c „ merits are in fafhion there.. 

" Should any one be prefuming enough to 
* c pretend,- that all the wonders of the univerfe had 
cc been ihewn to him by revelation, the impofitioii 
"would immediately difcover itfelf to be fuch ^ 
cc fmce no human invention, how prolific foever^ 
<c would be able to form any ideas, much lefs to 
"bring them into defcription, of the -thousandth- 
** or ten thoufandth part of that immenfe number 
u of worlds, whofe funs even we difcover the glim - 
<* mers of through our telefcopes : What then lie 
" farther buried in the bofom of infinity ! — in- 
<c compreheniible ! unfathomable, as the Almighty 
* c Former ! 

<c We are, therefore, in no danger of having 
* c our underftanding beguiled by any pretended 
* c prophet on that fcore ; and to go about to de- 
*' ceive ourfelves, by the formation of imaginary 
"fyftems, would be an infatuation even greater* 
u than any the prefent age is guilty of. 

, u But the goodnefs of Heaven lias put enough; 
B 6 " within. 
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" within our reach to compenfate for the want 
"of what is beyond it; and if we neglect, and 
*< think beneath our notice thofe things God has 
^ given us a capacity to comprehend, it is a fault, 
" I think, equal to that of endeavouring to ex- 
plore what he has thought fit to conceal from 
" us. 

" Take care/ 5 fays the Marquis de St. Clou, 
" in one of his epiftles to his fon fcC that you do not 
" lofe the prefent opportunities allowed you for 
" knowledge, in idly waiting for thofe which may 
cc never happen to be prefented to you/' 

" You, madam, and thofe ladies who are your 
c< afTociates, are highly to be commended, that in 
<c a feafon which prefented you no more agreeable 
<c objects to employ your fpeculations, you chofe, 
" rather than be inactive, to obferve the progrefs 
i4 of the growth of fnailsj which indeed to a great 
* c many in the world, who fancy themfelves very 
" difcerning too, appear too contemptible to me- 
* c rit any portion of regard. 



" Methinks I fee you bufying your fair 
" fingers in forting and fprinkling fine clods of 
" earth, that your nurfery might be protected by 
*' them from the too (evtre approaches of the air ; 
<c I hear the charge you give, that no one might 
<c diflurb the bed you had fo carefully prepared for 
" them : — with pleafure I conceive the afliduity 
* c with which you ran every morning to examine 
" if your comands had been punctually obeyed, 
" and how the little animals throve under your 
cc direction — Let our polite ladks and gentlemen 
" laugh at this amufement ; I admire it, and wi'fli 
*j it may find many imitators, 

<C I AM 
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" I am alio of your opinion, that a fnail, if 
<c ftric~tly examined, is not without its beauties, 
ct efpecially that fort of them which feeds chiefly 
" on flowers; nothing being more certain than 
" that they owe great part of their tincture from, 
cc the colour of what they eat ; as we may fee by 
" thofe who live in cellars, and on old walls, 
" which have a dirty muddy hue, conformable to 
<c the places they inhabit, and from which, they 
" draw their fufienance. 

" But I cannot pafs over this fubjecT: without 
"acquainting you with an experiment made by 
" a certain virtuofo, a friend of mine, on one of 
" thefe creatures: — Having obferved that their 
" colour was in a great meafure owing to their 
4< food, he put one of them in a box, and took care 
" to fupply it every day with frefh. flowers, op 
" the moft beautiful kind the garden would pro- 
" duce; but keeping it in a room, where it had 
iC not the benefit of the open air, the animal im- 
" proved but little in its beauty : he was at length 
* c fenfible of the deficiency, and carried it abroad 
<c when the fun (hone out in the greateft bright- 
c< nefs, and let it glide at pleafure over the greens, 
<c the fruits and flowers, ftill following and keep-- 
" ing it in his eyes: — this pains did he take for 
<c feveral weeks together, and had the fat is faction 
<c to obferve his labour was not wholly loft : the 
" creature did really grow more clear and tranipa- 
<c rent, and alfo feemed ftronger and more lively, 
u if the motion of a fnail can properly be called fo* 

<c It came alfo into his head to make a fecond' 
€c experiment, which was this : — he had obferv- ' 
<c ed ? that feveral mails had a kind of fwellino*' 
? c or inequality in their flaells, and feme had them* 
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^cafed in many places like other little fhells grovv- 
4C ing out of the former : — he took one of thefe v 
** and making a fmall pun&ure in it, without 
w hurting the body of the mail, prefentiy found a* 
44 froth rife from it, which in a little time became 
4 * a confiftence, and hardened fo as to feem o^ a 
<c piece with the main fhell ; — he then broke ofF 
44 forne part of the contour, by which- the animal 
44, appear'd as ifit werehalf naked ^ but nature had 
" provided her with a flora within herfelf to re- 
" pair her manfion ; and the fame vifcous juice, 
44 which he had feen fill up the puncture, now rofe 
44 and tranfpired- from every pore,, which thicken- 
" ing. by degrees* became like the reft of the fhell,. 
* 4 and render'd it as large, and as circular as be- 
4C fore : — he perceived alfo a little ridge between. 
44 the new and old parts, exactly refembling fuch. 
u as were in that part which had not been broke ; 
44 from whence he concluded, that the fhell was 
" not intirely formed at firft, or had any thing in 
4 < itfelf which could increafe its dimensions; but 
4C that the power was wholly lodged in the body o£ 
" the fnail, which, as it increafed in ftrength and> 
" bulk, threw out that fluid which formed fo many 
44 different contours as there were ridges;, and that 
44 this alfo was the caufe of that variety of colours 
4 « which we often fee in the fame fhell, but always 
44 ranged between thefe ridges, or piecings, as one 
" may call them, the one, never interfering with. 
«■ the other,. 

44 But you will fay, perhaps, that the gen tie- 
«*< man I have been fpeaking of, as well as myfelf 
< c who relate thefe experiments, might both of us 
*< have employ'd. our time better. If you do,. 
" madam, I fhall readily agree to your opinion, 
" becaufe w« ought not to be fo afliduous in gra- 

*< tifying^ 
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" tifying a mere euriofity, as to neglect thofe re^ 
c4 fearches which might be of real utility. 

cc These things, indeed,, are amufements per- 
*< feclly innocent, and if of no great fervice to the 
cc world, or to ourfelves, are far from being of 
" any prejudice to either. — It were to be wifhed 
" that others of a more dangerous nature were 
" exchanged for them. 

" As. I have already taken notice, a mind ea^er 
" to enquire into the minuteft works of nature 
" will be infenfibly led to a contemplation on the. 
" greateft ; and in all we mall find fuificient for 
" our aftonifhment, and the exciting in us fuch. 
* c ideas of the Great Author of nature, as cannot 
" fail to fill us with the higher! fenfe of the infinity 
" of his goodnefs to all his creatures, and to us in, 
" particular, to whom alone, of all fublunary 
"beings, he has given the power of reafon and* 
u refle&ion. 

u The meaneft creature, therefore,, that the 
" air, the earth, or fea, or any part of this great 
>' world affords, is not beneath our confideration • 
" we can no where caft our eyes without behold- 
4i ing fomething to admire ; and tho' to dwell too- 
" long on any one, would be an injury to the reft 
" yet none mould be pafled by without fome por ' 
M tion of our notice*. 

"■What. I mean, is, that I would have every 
*< gentleman and lady, who have leifure to gratify 
«' their curioftty, and at the fame time improve 
" their underftanding, to take, as it; were, a fu- 
" perficial view of the whole creation, as far as 
'Mies in their, power, or they have opportunities 
<< for; and though they are not enabled to give 

** a par-. 
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" a particular account of the ftrudure of any one' 
" part, they will, notwithftanding, have very jtift 
'* notions of the whole ; and alfo be convinced,; 
<c by the little they can make familiar to their ob- 
<c fervation, what wonders lie beyond the reach 
" of it. 

" The vaft, the indeed infinite variety which 
<c a fludy of this kind prefents us with, fliould, 
« c methinks, ftand in need of no other recom- 
" mendatici : — How do we run madding after 
" novelties, which arefo far from giving us either 
<c profit or improvement, that they ruin our for- 
" tunes, and corrupt our morals and underfland- 
c * ings \ while Natural Phiiofophy, every day, 
" every feafon, and in every place, affords u$ 
44 frefh fubjeds to entertain and to inftrucl: ! 

c * All capacities, all degrees of ages* may m 
cc proportion be delighted, and made better by it. 

cc It is, as MafTenger, a very good poet of his 
« c time, elegantly exprefles it, 



. an univerfal goody 



" To princes dearer than the crowns they wear^ 
<c Yet to the meaneft peafant not deny'd. 
" Nature, impartial, opens all her ftores 
ic To all alike : who not partakes the bleffing, 
" Robs his own foul."- 

<c But I am in very great hopes, that as the 
* c Female Spectator has led the way, a great 
44 many, not only of her own, but our fexJikewife^ 
« will follow her in thefe fa beneficial enquiries. 

c< ? I was about to conclude this tedious epiftle^ 
*< but cannot do it till I have added a word or 

" two 
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" two concerning Caterpillars — I fancy, madam* 
c - 6 among the various forts you mentioned, you 
" never happened to take notice of one, pretty 
" remarkable in its kind, and is, in my opinion, 
<c the moflr perfect emblem of gaudy flavery the 
" whole brute creation prefents us with, 

" The Caterpillar I mean, madam, is of a 
<c dark olive colour, has two golden lifts down its 
iC back, and is in many places fprinkled with little 
<c fpecks of the fame gorgeous hue. — It would, 
" indeed, be by much the moil beautiful of the 
< 6 whole fpecies, (not excepting thofe you men- 
" tioned with amber heads) were it not that on 
<c its neck nature has placed a high ridge, exactly 
44 refembling a yoke. — Of what fervice this is 
*' to the infect* I never could find out, nor could 
u my Tpeculative. friend inform me; but to thofe 
" who. look upon it, it appears a heavy burthen,- 
<c which impedes its motion, and often ftops it 
" when in purfuit of any advantage : fo that it 
cc anfwers the comparifon I juft now thought on, 
" of people gay, glittering in all the outward 
" fhew of magnificence ; but,' in efFedt, flaves* 
" and beafts trammelled with a load, which all the 
st world beftdes themfelves behold with pity and 
" contempt. 

" The next exourfion you make into the coun- 
<c try, I beg you will beftow a little examination 
" into thefe infects : to a lady of your way of 
** thinking, I imagine it will afford matter for re- 
iC flections that may be ufeful to the public ; to 
" fee how thefe poor creatures are toiling and 
u labouring to reach fome favourite bough, are 
" obftru&ed by what they carry on their own 
" necks, and liable to be thrown down by every 
44 little twig that hangs cowring from above. 

44 As 
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" As all the decrees of Providence are wife* 
** and good, in relation even to the meanefl: ani- 
" mal, we muft fuppofe that thefe have not a 
"fenfe of the miferies entailed upon them, other- 
w wife it would feem as if they were created only 
** to be wretched, 

" What a degree of inftinft they have is not r 
cc however, in our power to comprehend ; but a3 
4< they are ordained by nature to wear this mark 
" of fervitude, and never knew a ftate of liberty, 
rc nor did,, by any inadvertency or folly of their 
<c own, confent to put it on, it is not to be doubted 
J* but that they are intirely eafy under it. 

" But I Aall leave this point to be difcufled 
" by the Female Spectator, when fhehas given 
cc herfelf the trouble to confider it ; and am, with* 
<c the greateft good wifhes for the fuccefs of your 
* c endeavours^ 

" Madam, 

" Your moft humble Servant, 

" and Admirer, 

Inner-Temple,. < * PHILO-N ATUR^ ,jr 

Sept. 15. 

" P. S. I remember, madam, your feventeentfe 
u book gave us fome expectation of a letter- from* 
** that worthy gen tie man,, from whofe turret you 
<c had the pleafure of beholding the planetary re- 
u gions: not only myfclf^ bat a great many of 
** your readers,, to my knowledge, are impatient 
" for it; and I doubt not, but according to your 
'* promife, you will favour us with it, as foon 
" as. it comes to hand,. 5 ' 

Though, 
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Though the ingenious author of this letter 
can write nothing amifs, and every thing he has 
faid demands the moft grateful acknowledgements, 
yet our fociety are, above all, charmed with the 
convincing defence he has made of an opinion 
fome zealots and enthufiafts fo much cry down, 
and endeavour to explode as unchriftian and fabu- 
lous : I mean that of a plurality of worlds, which. 
I never yet could hear any one good reafoa tan 
condemn. 

To make it, indeed, one of ths articles of our 
faith would be a fault, becaufe we have no af- 
furance given us of it, either in facred writ, or 
by tradition ; but in a matter of mere indifference 
to falvation, I think our underftanding may have 
liberty to direct our judgment, without any dan* 
ger of becoming too prefuming. 

It is fuffieient certainly to content the pride of 
man, that all things in this world were created for 
hisufejand it feems to be the extremeft arro- 
gance, as well as vanity, to imagine, that fo many 
orbs, vaftly larger than this we inhabit, mould 
be formed only to delight the wanton nefs of fight, 
in looking at them in a clear ftarry evening, and 
are in reality of no other benefit to us. 

But fuppofing it were even fo, and that the 
Almighty Former of the wide univerfe ihould have 
really ordained all that the eye can reach entirely 
for our pleafure, the inventions of art have pre- 
sented us with objects which nature had concealed*. 
• — We fee, by the help of glafles, a multitude of 
niafly globes of light,, which, by their remote- 
nefs, arc not difcernible by the naked eye, and; 
could not confequently be intended for our fpe- 
culation ; — thefe then were not created either. 

to* 
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to light, to warm, or to chear us with their luftre, 
fince they are not to be felt or feen by us, with- 
out the pains of examining them through tele- 
fcopes, and then fo faintly as to be but juft 
diftinguifhable. 

All that can juftly be objected againft any ar- 
guments made ufe of to prove the reafonablenefs 
of the belief of a plurality of worlds, is, that to 
us who live in this, it is no manner of concern y 
fince there is not a poiTibility of our travelling to 
them, or of ever becoming acquainted with the 
inhabitants. 

I have, indeed, heard of fome people foolifh 
enough to maintain, that there "will come a time 
m which the ingenuity of man will invent ma- 
chines to carry him through the air, with the 
fame eafe as we now pafs the feas \ which, they 
cry, feemed doubtlefs as impra&icable at firft as 
this does at prefent. 

But thofe who talk in this manner affecT: ta 
forget who was the firft navigator : — that God 
himfelf directed Noah how to build the ark,, 
which was to fave the remnant of the creation* 
and alfo how to fteer it, fo as not to be fwal- 
lowed up by thofe waters which laid wafte every 
thing befide : — It cannot, nor ought to be de- 
nied, that the fame Almighty Power could not, 
if he pleafed, inftrudt. us in the art of flying 
through the air, by fome vehicle proper for our 
conveyance ; but then we are to confider,, that 
he never works by fupernatural means, but when 
fome extraordinary exigence requires itj and with- 
out fome caufe therefore, at lead adequate to 
that of the deluge, we are not to expe£t fuch 
Kuracles. 

Cqule* 
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Could the regions of air, indeed, afford any 
inciter from that all-devouring fire* which, we are 
told, fhall con-fume the earth, there might be fome 
Jittle fiiadow of a hope, that the race of man 
might be preferred a fecond time by means no lefs 
furprizing than the firft : But of what advantage 
would it be for us to fly, even tho' we had the 
wings of an eagle, or could foar with the king of 
birds, at a time when the heavens themfelves, at 
leaft what we call fo, fhall be fhrivelled up like a 
parchment ; when the fun, and moon, and ftars 
ihall be diffolved, and all become one general 
conflagration. 

But granting even all their wild imaginations 
can fuggeft : — fuppofmg that fome carriage could 
really be found out to bear us through the air from 
Jcirigdom to kingdom, or to whatever place we 
pleafed of the globe, we flili mould be able to 
difcover as little of any other world as we do now 
itanding upon the earth. 

Every orb has its own impenetrable atmo- 
fphere ; — a boundary, which nothing that is mor- 
tal can over-leap or pafs through; and whether, 
even when we have thrown off this clog of flefh, 
th>2 foul will receive any gratification of its en- 
quiring nature in this point, lies only in the power 
of Him who gave it to determine. 

Here reafon is of no farther ufe; it is wholly 
loit in the abyfs of eternity, as the poet truly fays, 

" Can finite meafure what is infinite i 
" Reafon, alas ! is blind even to itfelf : 
<* Yet man, vain man, would with this fhorfc- 

♦« linM plummet 
" Fathom the vaft abyfs of heav'flly wifdom." 

Please© 
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Pleased as I am, therefore, in the contem- 
plation of innumerable worlds, all created by one 
Omnipotent, Omniprefent Power, and confident 
with thofe notions we have, or ought to have of 
the Deity, as I think the belief of them to be, I 
dare not prefume to put it in my creed. Whether 
there are, or are not any other habitable fpheres 
is, I confefs, not material ; nor do I entertain the 
lefs regard for thofe who may happen to differ 
from me in this opinion : I only fay, that to in- 
dulge it, gives an innate fatisfadion, and, I think, 
enlarges thofe ideas it becomes every one to en- 
tourage. 

I shall, however, urge the topic no farther; 
but as to an examination into the nature of thofe 
things which are in the compafs of our compre- 
hension, and of which we daily receive the benefit, 
I think no one can be excufed who neglects an 
opportunity of making it. 

This is, in effefl, the moft ufeful branch of 
that ftudy which the worthy Philo-Naturse, both 
in his former letter, as we]] as this, fo ftrenuouily 
recommends to all degrees of people in proportion 
to their circumftances and avocations ; for it is 
not to be fuppofed that either he, or any who 
wifhes the good of mankind, would ad.vife a per- 
fon to pafs that time in infpedling the root of a ve- 
getable, or the organs of an infe&, which fhould be 
employed in getting bread for his family. 

Such fpeculations, it is certain, beft befit 
thofe of the great world, or at leaft fuch as have 
fortunes independent on bufinefs, who have a 
fiifficiency of leifure, and will hardly find a. more 
beneficial way of filling up their vacant moments* 

Yet 
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Yet though thefe happy few have it in their 
power to make a greater progrefs in learning the 
•beauties of nature, there are fcarce any who may 
not find fome little time, if they would be per- 
fuaded to lay hold of it, in tracing the out-lines, 
as one may call them, of ber perfections :— the 
meaneft artificer allows himfelf fome holidays in 
the year; — he walks the fields, perhaps has a 
little garden himfelf, and in the fmallefr fpot of 
earth may find enough to afford him fome degree 
of improvement and pleafure. 

The country dame need not neglecT: her dairy, 
yet be acquainted with the properties of thofe 
dimples which grow about her very door. — The 
beafts themfelves inftruct us in the virtues of 
many vegetables, by their making choice of the 
moft proper in any difeafe to which their kind 
is incident: — and Hippocrates himfelf owed the 
difcovery of the wonderful effec~ts of an Elk's hoof 
by perceiving that creature, when fick, always 
hold his foot for a long time clofc to his ear, 

As moft of our worft diforders fpring originally 
from the head, this great philofopher and phyfician 
prefently imagined, that the foot of this animal 
might not only be of fervice in the obftru£tion of 
the capillary veflels, but alfo in others, which'" in 
fa& are occafioned by the fame caufe ; and as he 
knew it could not be of any prejudice to the per- 
fons on whom he made the experiment, tried it 
with a fuccefs, which all fucceeding ages have 
had reafon to blefs him for. 

Many other great and valuable fecrets have 
been found out by an obfervation of the animal 
creation : — For example, the virtues of the plan- 
tain might, to this day, have been unfafowft 
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to us, had we not feen the toad, when bloated 
and almoft burfting with its own venom$ crawl 
to that healing plant, and immediately regain 
£afe, and recover vigour* 

But thefe are reflections which the gay part 
of my fex, whether old or young, will tell me 
are not worth their notice: if they find themfelves 
any way* difordered, they have their phyficians to 
apply to, and have no occafion t© trouble them- 
felves with any thing relating to medicine. 

This I readily grant to be true, as to the 
higher clafs;but for the more inferior part of 
woman-kind, I think the world will allow that 
it would be no diminution of them to know a 
little of thefe matters. 

But, however incongruous it may be with 
the character of a fine lady to bufy herfelf about 
vegetables, ufed either in the kitchen or diftillery, 
it cannot be fo to have a little concern for thofe 
that fo much gratify her fmell and fight ; — thofe 
which fhe wears in her bofom, and in her hair, 
and are her moft becoming ornaments, even 
amidft the blaze of jewels, and the glowing gold of 
the richeft and beft fancied brocade or embroidery* 

Flowers, and thofe aromatic greens with 
which our gardens are covered, may bejuftly called 
the regale that nature prefents us with ; and fure, 
«f all thofe innumerable pleafures flie beftows upon 
us, none can be faid to be more exquifite. 

The jonquil, the rofe, the jeflkmin, the orange- 
flower, the auricula, and a thoufand others, ravifli 
two of our fenfes with their beauty, and the fra- 
grance of their odour* *r- Scarce any perfon fo 

ftupid 
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ftupid as not to be charmed with them. — They 
are, I think, the univerfal tafte; — we not only- 
fee them in gardens, but preferved in pots and 
China bafons in ladies chambers ; and when de- 
prived of the originals by the cold blafts of winter, 
we have them copied in paintings, [a japanning, 
and in embroidery. 

How then can we forbear vifiting our green- 
houfes fometimes, and obferving the production, 
the gradual growth^ and the prefervation of thofe 
plants and flowers, which afford us fo much plea- 
fure ! 

Why fhould our gardeners be wifer than our- 
felves ! — Why fhould we put it in their power 
to deceive us, and not be able to detect either 
their negligence or want of (kill in the cultivating 
a produce we are fo proud of, when brought to 
perfection ! 

What can be more beautiful than an aflem- 
blage of various flowers, all growing on the fame 
tree ? and, while we delight our eyes with behold- 
ing it, would not our pleafure be ftill more elegant 
in knowing how it comes to pafs ? 

Would it not furnifli agreeable matter for 
converfation, both to inform thofe lefs knowing 
than ourfelves, and to be able to argue with fucii 
as pretend to greater (kill, on the wonderful pro- 
grefs of the diitindt fap which feeds every different 
Sower, proceeding from fo many arms of the fame 
Item? 

Among all the occupations of gardening, there 
is none fo aftonifhing as grafting ; and w r e never 
can-too much admire the force of that genial 

Vol, IV, C juice 
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juice, which in a frnall fprig taken off one tree 
and grafted into another, it ill retains its primitive 
nature ; and even though twenty various kinds 
Should be inoculated in the fame manner, all of 
them would preferve their native purity without 
the leaft confufion, or blending with each other : 
— fo that flowers, fent forth by thefe grafted 
fcions, no way differ in colour, fcent, or figure, 
from thofe of their own fpecies, which grow na- 
turally from one item. 

Methinks it is a mod becoming amufement, 
to perfons of my fex, to fit by while the gardener 
is peforming fo curious an operation, nor in the 
leaif. beneath the dignity of the greatelfc lady to 
affift his work : — it requires the utmoft gentle- 
nefs and delicacy to cut the little fcion exactly to 
tally with the cleft made in the bark of' that ftock 
in which it is intended to be grafted : and alio 
afterwards to clofe and fwathe up the trunk, that 
no chilling rain or air may penetrate, and prevent 
the union of the one with the other, till an outer 
bark fhali grow over and cement them. 

- I know there are a great many people who 
have an averfion to grafting fcions of different na- 
tures, fuch as the apple and the plumb, the medlar 
and tlie grape, or the rofe and the tulip, the car- 
nation and the lilly, on the fame tree : — They 
cry it is an abfurdity, — fomething of a monftrous 
appearance inftead of a pleafmg wonder: and that 
every different fruit and flower looks moil: agree- 
able when fupplied from its own root, as ordained 
by nature; any innovation, or breaking- in upon, 
of which, is of all things to be avoided. 

But thefe objections feem to me as proceeding 
cn'y from a four cynical difpofition. The trial how 

far 
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far art may be reconciled with nature, \s, in my 
opinion, perfectly harmlefs ; affords an innocent 
amufement; Sharpens invention; and, as to its 
offending the eye inftead of pleafing it, one may 
as well fay that a nofegay or bough-pot does (o, 
which is always compofed of as many different: 
flowers as the feafon will permit. 

I wonder people, who talk in this manner, 
do not condemn nature herfelf for bellowing on 
the orange-tree fruit in its maturity, quite green, 
and even in blofforn, all at the fame time ; or 
explode the plant, and turn it out of their col- 
lections and gardens, as an abfurdity and a mon- 
ffrous appearance. 

Or rather, Why do thefe enemies to art, in 
this point, allow of it in others ? Why do they 
form To many parterres, arcades, trees cut in fuch 
variety of figures, and lhrubs rounded in fuch a 
manner by the gardener's fciffars, as not to feem 
they ever had been the productions of nature ? — 
Why do they not fuffer every thing to grow in 
that luxuriancy and wildnefs as we fee in forefh, 
and uncultivated deferts ? — The order and regu- 
larity of a garden feems, methinks, not to hs 
correfpondent with their notions. — Away with 
all terraffes, cafcades, palifadoes, bowers, and 
thofe other arrangements, which make the dif- 
ference between the ground p'of felled by a noble- 
man, and that of a peafant. — Let every thing 
grow as the foil and air directs, and favage fmi- 
pl.icity be the only beauties of a. rural icene. 

To behold the progrefs of a flower from its 

infant bud, then gradually increaiing, and at laft 

opening its longrhid beauties to our view, and 

charming us at the fame time with its refreshing 

C 2 odour, 
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odour, is certainly well worthy our obfervation. 
But the fenfes, methinks, ought not to engrofs fo 
glorious a benefit : the mind fhould certainly come 
in for a much greater part, and explore thofe 
wonders in them, which cannot fail of ravifhing 
all its faculties. 

Every tree of the foreft, and herbage of the 
f. eld, as well as thofe nobler plants which gain 
admilfion into our gardens, are all crowned with 
flowers, more or lefs beautiful. Theie flowers 
produce a feed which perpetuate the fpecies. — 
Some feeds are inclofed in fruits, others in chives, 
which, when the flower is withered, and in a 
manner dying, fcattcr themfelves into the earth, 
and the next year revive again in plants. 

To content ourfelves with tailing the relifh of 
more lufcious fruits, which from month to month 
are fucceflively prefented to us 3 — to fmell the 
fragrance of fome flowers, and look upon the 
variegated beauty of others, is beneath the dig- 
nity of a rational being. Jf we go no farther than 
this, the birds of the air, the beafts of the field, 
and even every creeping infecf, enjoy the charms 
or nature in as great perfection as we do. 

Perhaps too, even the meaneft reptile may 
out-rival us in this point) for, I think, it is agreed 
on by the learned, that the animal creation in 
general have a quicker and more poignant fenfa- 
tion than is bellowed upon us. It is in our rea- 
fon, and the power of contemplating on the blef- 
fmgs we receive, that the chief happinefs of pof- 
kfTing them coniilts. 

It is that, more than his outward form, which 
diftinguifhes man from the reft of fublunary beings : 

it 
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it is that which crowns him lord of all ; and if he 
wilfully degrades himfelf, and puts himfeJf on a 
level with his fubjedts, he is unworthy of the 
honour conferred upon his fpecres, and ungrate- 
ful to the Divine Beftower. 

Can it be fuppofed that the Almighty Wifdom 
gave fuch a profufton of varieties merely to feaft 
the fenfes of mankind ! — • Sen fes, which all the 
different religions in the known world, the Ma- 
hometan not excepted, agree to teach us that we 
ought not to indulge in excefs ! — No, certainly; 
— no one that permits himfelf but a moment's 
confideration, will venture to affirm it. — They 
were, without all queftion, deftined for a mudi 
nobler and exalted purpofe ; to convey inftru&ioa 
through the canal of pleafure; to infpire us with 
the higheft ideas human nature is capable of con- 
ceiving of that Divine Bounty to which we arc 
indebted for them ; to harmonize the fcul, ^nd 
at the fame time to enable it to pour forth a due 
tribute of praife and adoration. 

How ftrangely incongruous is it then with rea- 
fon, or even with common (cnie^ to imagine, th it 
all thofe vail: bodies we fee glitter in the firmament:, 
and even thofe we do aot fee, are made wholly to 
ferve us, yet think nothing of thofe about us, the 
benefits of which we receive every moment, and 
of which we have the fole fovcreignty; fince we 
alone enjoy the whole of ^what all other creatures 
fhare but their different parts. 

Man, if he furveys and reflects as he ought to 
do on the innumerable advantages, conveniencies, 
and pleafures, which, wherever he fieps or calls 
his eyes, inceffantly furround him, has fufBcient 
in this world to gratify his pride* without arro- 
C $ gantJy 
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gantly pretending a right over thole he knows 
nothing of. 

" Of this we 2re certain, that the good things 
©f this world are given us for our ufe and con- 
templation ; and to us alone, as alone capable of 
enjoying them truly. 

But I (hall now take my leave of this fuhjecl, 
which having carried me fomewhat beyond my 
intention, I find it impoflible to prefent the ladies 
with the Mirror for True Beauty till next month, 
when they may be certain of its being inferted j 
with alfo fome other very agreeable pieces lately 
come to hand, calculated for general fervice, but 
more particularly for thofe of my own fex. 



BOOK XX. 

OUR fex are, for the greatefl part, fo 
very fond of feeing their own pictures, 
that I am afraid many of them will be dif- 
obliged with the Female Spectator, for 
having till now withheld from them the Mirror 
of true Beauty, which Philocletes was fo good to 
prepare for them. 

But notwithftanding curiofity is a pa/lion im- 
patient for gratification, I would advifc my fex to 
moderate it as much as they can, and take the 
warning Philocletes himfelf gives in his letter, 
which ferved as a cover to the prefent he make? 
them, and is equally worthy the attention of all 
who wifh to find an agreeable reprefentation of 

them- 
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themfelves, in a glafs which has nothing of the 
properties of thofe they have been accuftomed to 
look in. 

To the Female Spectator, 

" Madam, 

" I SHALL make no manner of excufe for 
<c troubling you with the inclofed, fince it is 
" evident by all thofe writings with which you 
" have obliged the public, that you have the ho- 
*' nourand welfare of your fex too much at heart 
" to be offended with any thing that can poflibly 
" tend to their profit, pleafure, or emolument, 

cc To lend, therefore, what helping hand I can 
iC to fo laudable an endeavour, I take the liberty 
*• to prefent them, by your canal, with A Mirror 
<c for True Beauty ; which, to thofe who are really 
Ci poflefled of fo ineitimable a bleiling, cannot but 
<c afford an adeq uate fatisfaction. 

•' But as I would be forry to give pain t© any, 
" even of thofe lead: deferving refpecl:, I would 
" have all who are confcious of any fecret blemifh 
" beware how they look into it, left, inftead or" 
f< meeting with an agreeable objecSt, they mould 
<c fee fomething which may make them ilarc back 
€i with horror and amazement. 

" It is not a fet of fine-turned features, a com- 
" plexion for whitenefs out-dazzling the new fallen 
" fnow, or cheeks' of a more beautiful tindlure 
" than the damafk rofej — it is not the coral lip, 
<< or eyes that equal the ftars in brightnefs, that 
" can affure the curious fair fhe will find herfelfin 
" this mirror fuch as fhe appears in others, 

C 4 " All 
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" All thefe, and every other unfpeakable grace 
** on whiih the fex moft pride triemfelves, are in- 
" fufficient to compleat the true beauty, which it 
" is abfolutely neceiTary to be poffelTed of", in or- 
<c der to find here fuch a reflection as thofe who 
" confult it would defire. 

"Nothing is in fa& true beauty, but what is 
4< univerfally allov/ed to be fuch ; — what is every 
" man's tafte, and enforces love and admiration 
*' from all who behold it : — Now beauty, taken 
" in the common acceptation of the word,, never 
* c can be fo 5 becaufe there are almoft as many 
** different opinions concerning the requifites for 
" that character, as there are different fancies to 
** be charmed by it. 

" Our famous Englifli Pindar, than whom no 
" man ever lived was a greater admirer of it, dif- 
*' covers, however, with the moft admirable pro- 
" priety and juftice, the impoffibility of fixing a 
" itandard for deciding what is, and what is not 
** beauty. 

c< Beauty, thou wild fantaftic ape, 
Ci Which doft in every country change thy fhape, 
" Here black, there brown, here tawny, and there 

" white : 
*« Who haft no certain what or where, 
" But varieft .ftill, and doft thyfelf declare 
iC Inconftant, as thy ftie-profeffors are. " 

<c DRYDEN alfo has two excellent lines to 
<c the fame purpofe, in his poem of Palemon and 
" Arcite. 

<< Thecaufe of love can never be affign'dj 
« 'Tis in no face, but in the lover's mind." 

" They 
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" They muft therefore be polTeiTed. of that 
14 kind of beauty which hits every inclination, who 
*«• can view thenifelves in this mirror with any. 
c< fatisfa&ion. 

iC Yet let not thofe leaft flattered by the world 
<; be afraid of looking into it : perhaps they will find 
€C charms they have never before confidered the va- 
cc lue of; and though they will not be vain on the 
" difcovery, an innate, pleafure, which no words 
" can reprefent, will be the confequence of it. 

" Let not the fm all-pox, ficknefs, old age, or 
cx any other of thofe infirmities the fex ftand in fo 
" much fear of, deter any one from feeing her re- 
" femblance in the mirror I now fet before them ; 
<c for I am very well allured, that thofe who ex- 
" peel: to find the feweft perfections in them lei ves- 
46 will, on looking ferioufly intoit> confefe the pic- 
" ture truly amiable; and be eafily reconciled to 
* c nature, for having bellowed on them graces, in- 
" finitely fuperior to any {he may have happened 
" to deny them,, be the deficiency ever fo glaring, 
,c or may have rendered them ever fo contemptible 
C4 in the eyes of the ill-judging. 

cc My mirror has alfo this peculiar property : — . 
< c It is not like other .glafl.es daubed on one fide 
<c with cjuickfilver, but clear, tranfparent asinno- 
* c cence and truth : — it not only {hews the peribji 
" who looks into it her lei f, fuch as me is really ; 
cc butdifplays impartially every charm or imper- 
<c fedtion to thofe who ftand on the other iiJe > 
sc and even at a great diftance from her. 

c < Even in an age when the fair fex feern to> 

c < ftudy nothing fo much as to deftroy that true 

xu beauty they received from the haads of their all- 
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ic beneficent Creator, I hope there will be found 
<c among the number of your readers fome who 
44 may fearlefs appear before this all-betraying 
* : glafs ; — at lean: I might depend upon it, could 
<€ i but as eafily allure myfelf, that what the Fe- 
*' male Spectator has taken the pains to re- 
44 monftrate to them, had its due weight. 

" But be that as it may, it is the duty of all 
<< thofe who wifh well to the moft lovely part of 
" the creation, to neglect nothing that may add 
" to their charms. 

6C It is on this occafion, madam, I am proud 
iC to enter into your labours ; and am, with the moil 
*' unfeigned rejpeft and veneration, 

" Yours, and your worthy companions, 
" very much devoted, 

" and faithful fervant, 
Cavcndijh Square, " PhilocletES. 

Scpu 16, J 745^, 

A Mirror for True Beauty, 

ci Moft humbly prefented to thofe, who, on due 
" examination of themfelves, think proper to 
" look into it, by their 

44 Moft humble fervant, 

" and fmcere admirer, 

" £hilocletes. 

" APPROACH, ye charming few !— yehap- 
<4 py felect ! whofe interior beauty fhines through 
"your outward form, - adding new graces to 
4C wiut nature gave 5 approach, and fee your 

«< lovely 
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" lovely portraitures faithfully difplayed : — Be- 
<; hold perfections in yourfeives which are not in- 
" the power of the painter's art to copy, nor the 
" moft paffionatc and eloquent of your lovers t.> 
*' defcribe, 

" And. fir ft, ye fpotlefs virgins ! who having. 
* c never known a married ftate, are equally igno- 
" rant of all tumultuous defires, all impatience for 
" entering into it : — You, who confider the diffe- 
" rence of fex.es no farther than to take care to be- 
c< have in fuch a manner, as not to encourage any 
4i prefumption in the one, or provoke the malice of 
" the other : — You, who defpife the gay fopperies 
ct of the times, and find it fufHcient to appear once 
" at each place of pre lent refort, to be able to fhun 
" them all for ever after : — Y ou, who never knew 
*•* a thought, which to avow would call ablufh in- 
" to your cheeks : — You, who free from pride, 
c ' affecfat ion 9 vanity, or iil-nature,divideyour hours 
4C between ads of duty and innocent recreation - y 
" fearlefs draw near, and behold the angelic fwett- 
c< nefs that dwells on every feature 5 lee how the 
tc unblemifhed mind fhines through the eyes, dif- 
" fuiing chearfulnefs to all around, and making a 
* c kind of heaven wherever you come. 

<c Next in true beauty, ye chafte wives, draw 
"near! — You, whole pure hearts nev^renter- 
" tained one wandering wifh : — You, whole in- 
" clinations, in all refpecls in life, have ftill gone 
" hand in hand, if not prevented by the will of him 
" on whom Heaven has beftowed you : — You, to 
" whom all mankind, befides him you have fvvorn 
" to love, are but fo many pictures : — You-, whofe 
" ceconomy and prudential care enables you to 
4t appear fo as to make your fortune feem double 
u to what it is, yet whole, hofpitality renders all 
C 6 « ea!\- 
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" eafy who come near you : — You, who know 
<6 how to repay the endearments of the mod; tender 
<c hufband with ample intereft ; — and you, in 
4C whom thegreateft provocations ofan ill and cruel 
46 one cannot excite even the moit diftant thought 
iC of injuring his intereft, honour, or reputation : 
44 — You, who either by your wifdom and re- 
4C ferved behaviour, have avoided every thing that 
4t can be called temptation ; or by your firm ad- 
ct herence to virtue, have known how to. tefti fy a 
46 decent abhorrence of them, in all circumftan'ces 
44 and in all events: — Ye, glorious patterns of 
14 connubial fidelity, may approach and view the 
41 awful dignity that fits enthroned upon your 
* c brows, and fheds a luftreover all your perfons, 
" at once commanding love from all good men, 
" and admiration even from the worft. 

* 4 Last, but not leaft in fame, ye venerable 
" tribe of widowed matrons ! You, who have paft 
<e with honour your two firft ftages of life, and 
<l - fupport the third with a becoming fortitude and 
" patience, behold in me your graceful afpecls : 
<c You, over whofe unvariable affecStion death has 
<c no power : — You, in whofe faithful hearts your 
*' hufband ilill furvives : — You, who continue 
<c wedded to the memory of your firft love, and 
<( - fly all fecond offers, though accompanied with 
" titles, wealth, and every gilded profpecl:, fo 
<* enchanting to the lefs conftant of your fex : — 
l< You, whofe happy offspring feel not a father's 
*'- lofs in the rich bleffings of maternal care and 
4< doubled tendernefs : — You, whofe example and 
<6 whofe fage advice preferves the innocent, and 
* 4 reclaims the guilty : You, whofe candid praifes 
* 4 f>-ive new ftrength to virtue, and whofe mild re- 
< c j. roofs make vice abhorrent of itfelf: — You, who 
ct know how to temper gravity with chearfulnefs, 

41 and 
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^ and to drefs all > even the ftricleft duties of a 
" woman and a chriftian, in the garb of pleafure: 
« — You, who anfwer the character the wifeft of 
" men gives of a virtuous woman, that her own 
" works fhall praife her in the gates : that praife 
"-will not only be yours, but you will fee yourfelf 
" in this mirror, and befeen by others through it, 
" with charms which will well compenfate for 
" thofe which either you have been denied by na- 
Ci ture, or which time may have deprived you of. 
" There will be fomething of an unfpeakable ma- 
" jetty, whether you look, or fpeak, or move, 
" creating efteem in every beholder's heart ; and 
" you, and thofe of the preceding claftes, will 
" appear fuch as our admirable Milton defcribes 
" the mother of mankind, while in her ftate of 
" innocence : 

" Grace was in all her fteps, heav'n in her eye $ 
" In all her motions dignity and love." 

" These are the true beauties which alone can 
" fee themfelves with any pleafure; but as for thofe - 
" who have forfaken wifdom and followed folly, 
" who have devoted themfelves to midnight maf- 
" querades, immoderate gaming, forgot the duties 
" of their fex and place, and are in any refpect the 
" reverfe of fuch as I have defcribed, they mull 
" not be angry with the mirror, if it prefents them 
" with deformities they little expected : — If in- 
" ftead of blooming graces, and an attractive air 
" in their complexion and features, they find 
" wrinkles, which no Cofmetickor Italian Fucus 
" can fill up : — dimnefs and finking in the eyes, 
" contortions in the whole face, fuch as no ftudied 
" arts can rectify, or bring back to their primitive 
" harmony vjet, therefore, thofe fly hence, left the 
" too terrifying reprefentation fhould drive them 

" into 
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" into frenzy ; at leaft let them take this caution, 
" to approach with fearfulnefs and by degrees : even 
<c that may ferve to render their bJemifhes lefs hi- 
" deous than they would feem on a furprize ; and 
tc as they grow more fenfible of themfelves, thofe 
cc blemiih.es would doubtlefs, if not quite wear off, 
" become notfo confpicuous as before." 

We think ourfelves obliged, in the name of the 
whole fex, to thank Philocletes, for the amiable 
pictures he has given us of what is true beauty in 
womankind, through the three material circum- 
ftances in life, and in which, indeed, all the others 
alio are included. 

For this reafon it is utterly impomble to add 
any thing on a fubjecl: which in the moft brief 
and concife manner he has given the fulled id^-a. 
of; and which to expatiate upon, v/ould be not 
only needlefs, but inftead of giving any luftre, 
would rather ferve to take from it that it has re- 
ceived from his more mafterly genius, and render 
it more languid, and confequently lefs effectual. 

But, methinks, I hear fome of our modifh fine 
ladies cry out, " What does the man mean ? Does 
* c he think the qualifications he fets down would 
" o-et any one of us one more lover in our train ? 
<c Would they not rather render us the jeft of all 
4t the pretty fellows in town? '' Others again, of a 
yet fbmewhat more ferious difpofition, will fay, 
4t That if a woman muft anfwer in every point to 
" the character he givesof true beauty, there would 
ct be no fuch thing to be found among the fex." 

As to the firfr, it would be altogether in vain 
to make them any anfwer, fince it would doubt- 
lefs 
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lefs be treated with the fame contempt as the 
mirror itfelf ; but as to the others, I would beg 
them to reflect, that it is in the power of every wo- 
man to be pofTefled of that true beauty which Phi- 
locletes has delineated, and it is only the libertine 
part of the other fex who ought to make a que- 
stion of it. 

It is true, that all have not an equal fhare of 
the perfections of the mind, any more than of the 
body, but all may endeavour to improve thofe they 
have ; and that very attempt would make therrt 
appear not altogether deformed, even in Philo- 
cletes's mirror. 

But I have already, in a former Spectator, 
taken notice, that if we took but half the care of 
embellifhing our intellectual part as we do of fet- 
tingoffour perfons,_both would appear to much 
more advantage. 

Whether any remonftrances of mine, or 
of others who are well wifh rs to the fex, have 
been able to work the effecl: they aim'd at, is un- 
certain; we ought not, however, to give over, 
becaufe a moment may bring about what whole 
ages in vain have toil'd for ; and fometimes a flight 
word, which perhaps when fpoken was unheeded* 
has afterwards recoil'd upon the memory, and 
made an imprefiion on the mind beyond what the 
moif, elaborate treatifes had done. 

While therefore I am convinced within my- 
felf, that what I am doing L> not only intended 
but alfo may poiTibly make any of my readers 
either better or wifer, I fhall eafily abfolve my- 
teU for being Ms entertaining than many of them 
may defire to expect from me, 

It 
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It has, notwithstanding, been hitherto the care 
of the Female Spectator, to mingle pleafure 
with inftruction ; and we are far from discontinuing 
the fame rneafures,tho' it muft be confefs'd we have 
of late purfued fubje&s of a more ferious nature 
than thole with which we at fir ft fet out. 

But I truft we fhall eafily be forgiven, even by 
the gayeft and moft volatile, as variety is always 
agreeable to them ; efpecially as we have now by 
us fome letters, which I am pretty fure will be 
efteem'd of the amufing kind, and with which 
we fhall lard, as it were, our moft grave fpecu- 
Jations, as often as the order in which , we receive 
them will permit* 

The next, which at prefent demands our at- 
tention, is a piece, which, we dare depend upon, 
will be equally agreeable to the gay and ferious, 
as it is of a like concern to both,, and done in a 
manner which cannot but pleafe all of a polite 
tafte. 

To the ingenious Authors of the Female 
S p e c t at o R. 

"Ladies, 

<c AS it is not probable that any new things, 
€t efpecially fuch as are allowM worthy of 
* c reading, mould efcape the examination of the 
<c Female Spectator, I take it for granted., 
" you are perfectly acquainted with a celebrated 
<c piece, firft published about two years fince, and 
46 isentitled, " The pleafures of the imagination," 
" The fubjecl: is fo copious, and the ingenious an- 
* c thor has treated it in fo philofophical a manner,, 
" that I have been in continual expectation of 
" feeing fomething from you upon it, 

" But 
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" But as you have not thought fit to make 
" mention of it in any of thofe effays you have 
" hitherto publifhed, I beg leave to otter you fome 
" few thoughts of my own, not on the poem it- 
" felf, but on the matter it contains, which you 
"are at liberty either to publifh or fupprefs, as 
*' you mail find moft expedient. 

« c Imagination is, indeed, one of the great 
* c prerogatives of man ; and 1 know not whether 
" there is any other thing which fo much diftin- 
" o-uifhes him lord of the whole creation. 

" It is this aiTemblage, or affociation of ideas, 
" which convinces us we have a foul, and that 
4t that foul is alfo of divine and immortal exiftS 
** enee* by its partaking in a lower degree of the 
" nature of omnifcience ; for to wh*t elfe can be 
" afcribed that ability we find in ourfelves of fee- 
ing what is beyond the reach of the fenfes ? 

" We not only have the power of contemplat- 
<c ing all in nature, that is y all we can difcern of 
44 nature, but of (baring with the wings of fancy 
<c or imagination to the intellectual world, and of 
" converting, as it were, with beings of a fuperior 
" order, and which mere flefh and blood could 
iQ never attain to any notion of. 

" The enquiring mind is ever fearching, ever 
" prying, ever impatient for objects new, won- 
44 derful, and amiable ; and what the fenfes can- 
" not penetrate, nor even reafon fathom, imagi- 
* c nation flatters us with prefenttng . — by this the 
44 pooreft, and moft abject in condition, may enjoy 
" the grandeur and felicity of the moft opulent; 
" the ill-treated lover be in full poffeffion of the 
" charms he languifhes for, and the captive in his 

a dungeon 
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44 dungeon enjoy all the fweets of liberty. — What, 
" in effect, the mind cannot attain, when con- 
44 fcious of its power, it p refer ves a harmony 
44 within itfelf, and difdains to be affe&ed with 
44 any thing relating to fen fat ion ! 

" O wondrous gift ! O favourite blefling of 
44 all- beneficent Heaven, never to be too much 
44 prized -, never to be too much acknowledged 
44 by the grateful, by the enlivened heart ! 

44 Yet may this excellent benefit, like every 
44 other good, be perverted ; and inftead of the 
44 happinefs it was intended to confer upon man- 
" kind, involve us in the very worft of miferies, 

44 Let us therefore remember, that thofe ideas, 
44 which may be faid to compofe imagination, have 
44 equally the means of giving pain as pleafure : — 
44 that there are no misfortunes, no evils, which 
44 can come in any degree of competition with 
44 thofe horrors the mind is capable of prefenting : 
" — it frequently not only fhews us adverfe for- 
44 tune in its worft form, but alfo images woes 
44 which never had a being, even fo far as to drive 
44 too many of us into frenzy and defperation. 

<c How then is this to be avoided ? will the liher- 
44 time demand. The queftion is eafily anfwer'd ; 
44 by accuftomingourfelves to reflect, and con tern- 
44 plate only on fuch things as are worthy the at- 
44 tention of a rational creature. 

44 For when we fet our hearts on the purfuife 
44 of any thing beneath the dignity of our ipecies, 
44 or give way to vain paflions and inordinate de- 
4C fires, though afanguine conftitution may enable 
44 us to form ideas of the gratification of them, 

44 perhaps 
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" perhaps even more pleafing than the very enjoy- 
" ment might prove ; yet we are in danger every 
cc moment of a fad reverfe: — that fame power of 
wC imagination, which filled us fo lately with rap- 
" tures, may give us adequate horrors in turn : -—* 
" this is a certainty which numbers have expe- 
" rienced, and I believe nobody v/ill deny. 

" When we delight in, and bend our attention 
♦ c to the wonders of the creation, and the beau- 
<c tiful produce of nature, then indeed may con- 
" templation be ravifhed eVen to an extacy ; the 
ic mind will be elated with the bleffings it finds 
" every where bellowed upon it, and become all 
<f diffolved in joy and humble gratitude. 

" Would man confider as he ought the mighty 
<c privileges of his nature, how, half divine, he 
" was not form'd to be engrofs'd by low and fen- 
" fual objects; but his faculties, which, if rightly 
tc applied, enable him to partake the fellowship 
<c of angels, and to converfe even with God him- 
" klf ; how much would he defpife all the gaudy 
" trifles, which by their painted fhew attempt to 
<€ lure him from his real good, and with fictitious 
" profpecls of high felicity betray him into depths 
" of woe ! 

. " Hence it follows, that imagination, as it is 
ct capable of affording us the molt exquilite fat.if- 
<c faclion the foul can know, while it is linked to 
*'* clay, fo it inflicts on us the bittereft of forrows, 
iC and the mod poignant anguifh. 

cc If we do not early harmonize our minds, 
ci and accuftom ourfelves to the contemplation of 
" the moral virtues, to fubdue our paffions, and 
u give reafon an opportunity to exert itfclf j we 

« fhall 
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" (hall naturally be led affray by the fenfes, to 
" aims, in which imagination will at moil afford 
** us but a fhort-liv'd fatisfa&ion. 

ct To well regulate our thoughts was doubtlefs 
* ( the purpofeof the ingenious author of the poem 
* c I mentioned, and which gave occaflon to my 
cc troubling you with this epiftle : I am infinitely 
" charmed with that agreeable epifode which fo 
cc beautifully defcribes virtue always attended with 
" pleafure; and mews how man, when he forfakes 
" the one, is fure of being abandoned by the 
" other. 



, " But with all due deference to this gentle- 
c < man's judgement, I think he has not fufficiently 
€i pointed out the horrors which imagination pre- 
" fents, when we are deprived of the fociety of 
*• thefe two amiable companions :— fuch a re- 
<c pre fentation would not, indeed, have come pro- 
11 perly in under the title he has given his poem ; 
i6 but if, infteadof The Pleafures of the Imagina- 
ic tion, which includes but one partof the queftion, 
<c he had called it, The Force of the Imagination, 
ct he would then have had full room to exert the 
" great talent he has proved himfelf mafter of, in 
4t ihewing us the whole of that extenfive faculty. 

" I am loth to think he fuffered himferf to be 
,c deterred from doing what would have rendered 
4t his work fo compleat, by any apprehenfions of 
** rendering it too ferious for fome of his readers j 
tc I rather believe that he intends a fecond part, 
Ci in which all the diffractions which a difturbed 
< c imagination can inflict, will be delineated ia 
" their proper colours. 

" In the mean time, ladies, I fliould think it 

" well 
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" well worthy the pen of a Female Spectator, 
cc to lay down fome rules, by which the unwary 
64 mind might be prevented from falling into any 
" dangers of the kind I have mentioned* 

<c In my opinion, one of the firft is, never to 
* c be too much attached to any one thing in life, 
*' or even to life itfelf. 

" To banifh all kind of arrogance from the 
<c heart, and to fix areiblution of fubmitting chear- 
44 fully to what fate ordains, will alfo greatly 
44 contribute to render our imaginations pleafing. 

44 But above all things, to avoid anxiety for the 
44 knowledge of future events : — it is fcarce pof- 
44 fible, but that though the ideas we at firft may 
44 form of them may be agreeable, others of a dif- 
44 ferent nature will fucceed, or at Jeaft croud in 
44 among them, to the confuiion of our peace. 

44 These maxims, difficult as they may feem, 
* c may with a great deal of eafe be put in prac- 
44 tice, by a mind which begins to make the efTay 
u before any vehement paffion gets pofTeffion of it, 
44 or ill habits have corrupted it. 

" The advice which you, ladies, have already 
*'- given, may go a great way towards accomplifh- 
44 ing a work fo much to be wifh'd : to keep our- 
44 felves always employ'd in fome praife-worthy, 
44 or at leaft innocent Itudies, will doubtlefs pre- 
4C vent, in a great meafure, all peftilent fancies 
44 from getting any entrance into the brain. 

*' But as no bufinefs, no avocation what:ver, 
u will bar the intxufion of fome forts of pallion, 
44 we are not to let any one delire get the better 
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^ c ofus, but to check in their very infancy all 
" emotions, whether of pleafure in the imagina- 
iC tion of fucceeding, or of pain in that of a dif- 
" appointment. — Both are alike pernicious, be- 
" caufe the one is almoft always the certain con- 
<c fequence of the other. 

" Even friendfhip, the nobleft, pureft, and 
4C moft exalted paffion of the foul, ouaht alfo to 
" have its bounds. — To fpeak in the language of 
<c divinity, whenever we love the creature more 
" than the Creator, we may expect fome heavy 
< c affliction to fall on us, either wounding us in 
<f our own perfons, or in that of the object of our 
cc too violent affection : but fetting afide the pre- 
" cepts of religion, thofe of common reafon and 
<c experience will inform us, that imagination will 
cc be very bufy in prefentingus with ideas diflurb- 
cc ing to our peace, whenever we are abfent from 
" the perfon who fo much engroffes our cares. 

" We fhould therefore endeavour fo to regu- 
cc late all our affections and inclinations, even tho' 
" of the moft laudable kind, that the over afliduity 
" for the performance of one duty mail not occa- 
■" fion us to neglect the others, as is too frequently 
" the cafe with the very beft of people -, for devo- 
cc tion itfelf may become a fault, when carried to 
cc a pitch of fuperftition or enthufiafm. 

44 In fine, whoever gives too great a Ioofe to 
<c imagination, will be in danger of feeling its 
cc horrors, as well as pleafures ; and tho* nothing 
* c affords a fatisfaction equal to that of contem- 
c< plation on worthy objects, yet when indulged 
< £ to an excefs, it becomes the very reverfe, and 
" fills us with apprehenfions of di falters which 
" are without exigence. 

" I SHOULD 
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" I should, notwithstanding, be forry, that 
" what I have faid fhould deprive any one of the 
" pleafures of imagination : -— let us, in the name 
" of God, enjoy them in as full a manner as the 
" beneficent Author intended ; but let not the 
tc power he has given us be abufed, or proftituted 
" to ends unworthy of it: — let us confine our 
cc contemplations to fuch objects as the poem be- 
u fore me directs ; let us fludy natural and moral 
cc philofophy, we fliall find enough of them to 
<c entertain and charm the molt extenfive mind ; 
Ci and, if we defcend no lower, can never feel the 
4C woes of imagination." 



« ». 



cc All I haveoffer'd is only to warn thofe who 
cc are addicted to folitude and much thinking, 
<c how they fufFer fancy to fix itfelf too intenfely 
<c on fuch things as can be of no advantage to 
^ them, but to have always in mind the petition 
" Dr. Young makes to Pleaven, in the firft book 
* c of his excellent poem, intitled, The Com- 
" plaint, or Night Thoughts, on Life, Death, and 
i4 Immortality. The words are thefe : 

* c Teach my beft reafon reafon, to my will 
" Teach rectitude." 

*■' It is certain, that while uncorrupted reafon 
c< guides the will, we fliall have no imaginations 
*' but fuch as are ferene and pleafmg ; we fliall 
<« make the true ufe of that divine gift which 
" heaven has left entirely to our own management, 
" and by that permiiiion, as well as by the gift it- 
u iclf, renders us little inferior to the angels. 

" Rut I fear being too tedious; — if the in- 
** fming this, or any hints taken from it, will be 
c * of the leait fervice to you, or to your readers, 
44 you may be allured it will afford one pleafing 

4 * topic 
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ce topic for imagination to him, who is with all 
* 6 poffible regard, 

" Ladies, 
Ci Your moft faithful, 

"and moft humble fervant, 
Oxford, "A CAS TO." 

Sept. 20, 1745. 

I believe the greater!: admirers of Mr. Aken- 
fide's poem will nor be offended at any thing 
Acafto hasoffer'd in relation to it : — it is, without 
doubt, an excellent performance, truly poetic, 
elegant, full of noble fentiments, and highly condu- 
cive to the end he propofes by it ; to harmonize 
the mind, and awaken it to a juft fenfe of the irn- 
menfe obligations conferred on it by the Deity. 

Yet I cannot but fay, that it would have been 
of more general fervice, had thofe miferies, which 
the powers of imagination are capable of inflict- 
ing, been delineated with the fame energy and 
fpirit, as the pleafures which arife from it. 

The rcafon is obvious, and needs no explana- 
tion \ fince none but minds refined and delicate 
are qualified to relifh the one, but all may feel the 
other in a more or hfs degree. 

A person of weak intellects, in attempting to 
foar too high a flight, not feldom fhares the fate 
of Icarus; and, inftead of the wonders he is en- 
deavouring to explore, falls at once into an irre- 
concileable depth of confufion and perplexity. 

Whence is madnefs, — whence is defpair, 
with all its train of namelefs horrors, but from the 
ideas which imagination forms ? 

When 
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When imagination is invigorated by an inor- 
dinate paflion or deilre,.as Acafto moft juftly ob- 
ferves, to what frightful extravagancies may we 
not be tranfported ? — Deeds which in fadt we 
fhudder at, we then make no fcruple to commit 
in fancy ; — indulge the guilty wifh, and fatiate 
in theory, love and revenge, till new ideas rife in 
the tormented brain, and difappointment glares us 
in the face ; — then, doubly curfed, we are in the 
Urate of mind which Milton fo well defcribcs of 
our firft parents after their lofs of innocence ; 

" They fat them down to weep, not only tears 
tc Rain'dattheireyes^u-t wotfe, high winds wichia 
" Began to rife; high paflions, anger, hate, 
Ci Miftruit, fufpicion, difcord, and fhook fore 
" Their inward flate of mind, calm region once, 
" And full of peace, now tofs'd and turbulent j 
t " P'or undemanding rul'd not, and the will 
u Heard not her love, both in fubjeclion now 
" To fenfual appetite, who from beneath, 
iC Ufurping over fovereign reafon, claim'd 
cc Superior fvyay." 

Eut however deftruc~tive the powers of ima- 
gination may be to fome minds, by being per- 
verted, or too far exerted, the poet in reprefenting 
the pleafures flowing from them, if rightly ap- 
plied, cannot be condemned ; becaufe, according 
to my judgement, he confines thofe pleafures in- 
tirely to the contemplation of the Deity, and the 
all-wonderful, beauteous, and diverfified charms 
of nature, and the laudable imitation of every- 
thing flie prefents that is great, lovely, or novel, 
which, as he truly fays, are the three qualities 
which chiefly ftrike upon the mind, and give ima- 
gination leave to play. 

That beautiful allegory in his fecond book, 
Vol, IV. ^D where 
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where he introduces the genius of the human fpe- 
cies, as chiding the narrow conceptions of his 
fons, and their unjuft repining at Providence for 
particular woes, gives us an inftru&ive leflbn of 
fortitude, humility, and refignation to the Divine 
will, which conduces every individual for the good 
of the whole. 

His quotation from Plato in the marginal notes 
on this paffage, is alfo admirably adapted, and 
ienres not only as an explanation of .his meaning 
in the poem, but very much enforces it ; info- 
much, that it were to be wifhed, many who caH 
themfelves Chriftians would confider ferioufly of 
what this heathen philofopher has faid, and they 
would then know better how to form both their 
fentiments and pra&ice more agreeable to the dig— 
jaity of their nature, fetting aiide their profeffiort* 
than they now feem to do. 

Philosophy is indeed our great refource., 
when under the apprehenfion of, or really enduring 
ills j and when we have ravaged all that has been 
viirged in the voluminous traces of religious felf- 
denial and patient fuffering, thither we muft come 
at lafl: ; as Lucretius, tho' in many things blame- 
able, in this ought to be, regarded : Mr. Dryden, 
who certainly has done him juftice, has, in more 
than one of his works, taken notice of fome lines 
from that great author, which I think it will not 
be improper here to tranfcribe, as fome of my 
readers may poflibly not have met with them, and 
ought to be well confider'd by every one* 

4i Oh I if the foolifh race of man, who find 
* 8 A weight of cares (till preffing on their mind 5 
*' Could find as well the caufe of this unreft, 
c< And all this bimhenlodg'd within tfee breaftj 

« Sure 
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" Sure they would change their courfe , nor live 

as now, 
" Uncertain what to wifh, or what to vow. 
" Uneafy both in country and in town, 
u They fearch a place to lay their fardel down ; 
4i One, reftlefs in his palace, walks abroad, 
*' And vainly thinks to leave behind the load ; 
" But ftrait returns; for he's as reftlefs there, 
€; And finds there's no relief in open air. 
<c Another to his villa would retire, 
cc And fpurs a3 hard as if it were on fire ; 
€c No fooner enter'd at his country door, 1 

€ ' But he begins to itretch, and yawn, and C 

fnore ; C 

€( Or feeks the city, which he left before. •** 
<c Thus every man o'erworks his weary will ) 
* c To fhun himfelf, and to (hake off his ill : C 
" The (haking fit returns and hangs uponC 

himftill. J 

€C No profpeel: of repofe, no hope of eafe, 
<c The wretch is ignorant of his own difeafe ; 
" Which known, would all his fruitlefs troubles 

fpare, 
<c For he would know the world not worth his care, 
" Then would he fearch moredeeply forthecaufe, 
" And ftudy nature well, and nature's laws.*' 

Whoever indeed does this will find the powers 
of imagination pieafing to him ; but whoever neg- 
lects it, will always have fomething, either real or 
ideal, to torment him. 

Every one knows, that it is the property of a 
ftrong and lively imagination, to magnify all that 
is within its reach, which is not only all that is 
in nature, but even beyond nature : — it contents 
not itfelf with enhancing the woes it finds, but 
creates new ones, and fuch as are even morally 
impoflible fhould ever come to pafs. 

D 2 It 
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It alfovery frequently happens, that in endea- 
vouring to avoid an imaginary ill, we run into a 
real one; and (o (hong has this felf-deception 
fometimes been, that all the remonfirances made 
by our friends, or by our own reafon, have proved 
ineffectual to erafe an impreiiion imprinted on 
our minds merely by fome fudden fancy. 

I once heard of a man, who having dreamt 
his houfe was on lire, could not be perfuaded after 
he was awake but that it was fo : — he was cer- 
tain he fmelt fimke, and the fright depriving 
him of alrconfideration, he threw open the doors, 
and cried out for help : — the neighbours were in- 
ilantly alarnVd, — his houfe full of people, — and 
among the crowd, a number of thofe wretches 
who watch for an opportunity of profiting thern- 
felves in fuch calamities, under pretence of a Aid- 
ing the perfon in diftrefs. 

Every room was carefully examined, and he 
was at lad convinced, that imagination had im- 
pofed on his understanding: — there was no fire, 
nor the lead appearance of any ; but, poor un- 
happy man, while he was bufy in fearching one 
chamber, ttie plunderers dill ilript the others, till 
they had left but little for the flames to dedroy, if 
there really had been any ; mod of it being carried 
off in the confufion, none knew by whom, and 
he had fcarce a bed left to'lie upon, or the lead 
eonveniency whatever. 

On perceiving his misfortune, the fame force 
of imagination, which had iird occafion'd, now 
reprefented it in more (hocking colours than it 
indeed deferved, becaufe it feems he had a com- 
petent efhte in land, vvhich could neither be 

burned 
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burned or ftole away, and afforded more than 
iufficiency for his fupport. 

. Hj? thought, however, of nothing but perill- 
ing for want, and ail the terrors of fuch a con- 
dition at once affailing him, intirely unhingVi 
reafon and reflection ; and hurried by the black 
idea, he threw himfelf headlong out of a window, 
two (lories from the ftreet, where his brains were 
dafh'd upon the pavement. 

Bad inflance what the force of a perverted 
imagination can perform ! If the flory be true, 
which though I will not pretend to affirm, muff, 
own, I can find nothing in it that is in the leafl 
incompatible with probability. 

The hiftories of former times prefent us with 
a cloud of testimonies, that not only private men 
but whole nations have been fo infatuated by ideas 
of their own formation, that they have run with 
the utrnoft zeal and precipitation, nay, courted the 
very greateft of milchiefs, on no other motive 
than to be free from even the bare apprchcnfions 
of the fmalleft and moft incenfiderablc, were they 
in reality to arirve. 

Let the ringleaders of the populace but once 
be fired with a ilrong imagination of any thing, 
be it ever fo oppofite to reafon, truth, or ju-ftice, 
the whole rabble catch immediately the infeclion, 
join in full cry, abetting with their whole force 
the madnefs. As the poet fays, 

" Almighty crowd ! thou fhorten'fl: all difpute ; 
" Power is thy elTence, w T it thy attribute -, 
." Nor faith, nor reafon make thee at a Hay, 
4i Thou leap'it o'er all eternal truths in thy Pin* 
daiic way, D 3 
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" Yet popular applaufe, the noify praife 
tc Of giddy crowds are changeable as winds;. 
" Still vehement, often without a caufe : 
€i Servant to chance, and blowing in the tide, 
" Of fwoln fuccefs; but veexing with its ebb, 
•• It leaves the channel dry." 

But fuppofing that no inconvenience, no dif~ 
after befalls us, befides the horrors we fuftain by 
figuring to ourfelves misfortunes*, fure they of 
themfelves might be fufficient to deter any reafon- 
ahle perfon from giving way to them* 

To be plain, I would not, methinks, have 
contemplation confounded with the powers of 
imagination, the latter of which borders too 
much on fancy and fiction, whereas the other 
is under the government of reafon,. and guided by, 
truth. 

The learned author,, wh oft poem gave oeca- 
fion both for the letter from Acafto, and our re- 
marks upon it, is very copious in his praifes on 
imagination, as it refines the fublime and polite 
arts of poetry, mufic, and fculpture : there is no 
queftion to be made, but in imitation it is not 
only an help but an infpirer; but then we ought 
to obferve, that every fcience feeks to delight, 
not terrify the mind. — When the famous Apelles 
attempted to draw the picture of a wretch ex- 
piring on the rack, that imagination, which he 
had been accuftomed to exert in his more delight- 
ful reprefentations, flood him in no ftead in this 
, — often he eflay'cf, but eflay'd in vain 5 till en- 
raged at the difappointment, he threw his pallat at 
the picture, part of which, daub'd as it was with 
various colours, glancing on the face of the man- 
be had been drawing, gave an agony to the fea- 
tures 
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tures which his own fancy was too compofed to 
give him any juft idea of. 

Let imagination* however, be allowed to con- 
tribute greatly to he works of imitation ; where 
It can poflibly have no' prejudicial effe6t on the 
intenfe mind, when once the work is compleated, 
ftiil it will be found dangerous where no fuch avo- 
cation demands it, becaufe it- being fo active a 
quality, it mud have fome employment of one 
kind or other ; and if great care be not taken to 
provide fuch for it as is conducive to happinefs, 
there is more than a poffibility it will find fuch 
for itfelf as leads to mifery and difquiet. 

The Marquis du Pare, in his excellent treatife 
entitled, cc Rules for the well regulating the Mind/* 
gives us, among many other?,, this maxim ; 

" Whenever a recefs from bufinefs, or the 
**" active pleaiures of the world, invites you to in- 
Cl dulge reflection and meditation, chufe for your 
ci object only fuch things as may either improve or 
M delight : — endeavour,, as much as pofGble, to>- 
cc avoid all diftra&ion of ideas, — all wandering- 
4C and confufed images : for on the being able to 
" preferve a clear, unmix'd, and chearful imagi- 
cc nation, depends, in a great meafure, the con- 
** du& of your future actions*" 

Imaginatio N,.fays another great author,. 
is the fountain-head, from which all the move- 
ments of life are derived:* — imagination is the 
fource of contemplation, — contemplation pro- 
duces defign, — and defign breaks forth inaction;,.. 
fo that if the firft is vitiated and corrupt, all the 
others will naturally be impure* 

D 4* To* 
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Too much, indeed, cannot be faid to warn 
people of the dangers of giving way to any gloomy 
difcontented thoughts ; for, if in the lead indul- 
ged, they will infallibly grow upon the mind, and 
form at laft the moft frightful and horrible ideas. 

The Female Spectator, therefore, is obliged 
to join with Acafto, in wifhing that the fame kind 
hand, which has fo elegantly pointed out to us 
the pleafures refulting from imagination, had alfo 
fjven a picture of the pains to which we may be 
iubjecled, in cafe the powers of that extenfive 
quality are not retrained within due bounds, and 
under the guidance of right reafon. 

But fhould that gentleman either not think 
fir to treat upon that fubjecl:, or be hindered from 
obliging the world by his other more profitable 
avocation, Mira, our worthy prefident,- informs 
us, that a friend of her's, who wants no capacity 
for fuch an undertaking, is now writing a posm 
on that fubjecl:, which fhe allures us there is no 
room to doubt will be very touching, as the au- 
thor himfelf has felt, in a very fevere manner* 
the anguifh he attempts to defcribe. 

If nothing of that kind, which his modefty 
may make him think better than his own, ap- 
pears in print, before he has concluded his poem, 
we flatter ourfelves we (hall have the pleafure to 
communicate it to the world in one of our future 
lucubrations. 

But our correfpondents, I am afraid, by this 
time begin to think themfelves neglected : I mull, 
therefore, according to my ufual cuftom, goon 
with the feveral letters I have been favour'd with, 
at leaft thofe of them which are not improper to 

be 
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be inferted in a work of this nature ; I mean fuch 
as to our judgment appears To. — If at any time 
we fhould happen to be miifaken, I tmft the pub- 
lic will forgive it, as a fault not proceeding from 
defign j and whicfi, on a candid remonltrance 
from any of our judicious readers, we fliouJd 
endeavour to rectify by a future and more exacl 
circumfpe£tion. 

The following is a complaint, grounded in- 
deed on too common a foundation, and in which 
melancholy iruih it is not to be doubted, but a 
great many of our fex have fufficient caufe to join 
in confort with the fair author, though they have 
fubmiued to their fate in filence, perhaps to the 
ruin of their own future peace. 

To the Female Spectator. 

" Madam, 
<l THE good advice you have given our fex, 
<c and the tendernefs you have always exprefled 
<c for our well-doing in the world, emboldens 
<c me to become one of your correfpondents, 
cc though, Heaven knows, little qu-difird to write 
44 to a perfon of fo polite a tafle, much leb to 
" appear in print. 

" The matter, however, will, I hope, excuk 
c< the manner in which I exprefs mvfclf both to 
cc you and to the world ; and as I have no other 
" view in publiihing my unfortunate flory, but 
" to prevent others from being fubjeclcd to the 
41 fame fate, and giving you an opportunity to ex- 
41 patiate on a cruelty too much pra&i fed, and too 
" little condemned by the generality of people, I 
44 cannot, I think, be blsmed with any fhew of 
u juilice for fo dt>ing. 

D 5 " Wrr ii- 
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" Without any farther apology then,- ma- 
" dam, permit me to acquaint you, I am the only. 
4 * daughter of a perfon, who, by his own induftry 
44 and great fucceis in trade,, has accumulated a> 
" very large fortune; my mother dying when I 
* c was very young, he made up that lofs to me by 
** an extraordinary care both of my perfon and 
*' education ; the latter of which was indeed be- 
€< yond what is ordinarily allow'd by perfon s of hrs 
*' ftation to their children, efpecially daughters y 
4i but as I was his all, and he declar'd againft a 
' c fecond marriage, therefore was to inherit what- 
* c ever he fhould die poffefs'd of, he told evtry 
* l body that he would bring me up fo as not to 
u Jet me be a difgrace to my fortune. 

u In this refolution he perfevei'd till I arriv'd 
44 at the age of fifteen, or thereabouts, when I firfb 
44 began to perceive an alteration: — tho' wealth 
u continued to flow in upon him, and no difap- 
4i pointments happen'd in any of his undertakings,. 
* 5 he grew extremely parfimonious, and at laft 
<f quite covetous : — he retrenched the number of* 
" his fervants, the difhes on his table, and even 
4C denied himfelf a bottle of wine in an evening^, 
44 a thing ha was wont to fay he could not live 
4f without, 

4i Amidst this new ceconomy it is not to be 
44 doubted but that I had my fhare : — my ufual 
4C ttipend for pocket-money was lefTened, I had new 
^ e^oaths but feldom, and of a cheaper fort than 
4t formerly, and was now never fufTer'd to go to 
44 a play, opera, or any other public diveriion ; 
44 not that he difliked them on any other account 
44 than the expence, but every thing that exceeded 
4t the common necefTaries of life he now look'd 
" upon as fo many extravagancies, 

46 This 
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<l This, madam," you may perhaps imagine 
"was a very great mortification to mej and it 
<c would indeed have- beea fo 7 had I not been 
<c taken Op at that time, as it happened, with 
"thoughts which left me no room to confider on- 
"any thing befide. 

<€ The Ton of a Leicefterfhire gentleman, who,. 
c< whenever he came to town* lodged at our 
ci boufe, found fomething in me that he thought 
u worthy of the molt ferious attachment, and f>, 
"for my part, had never feen any man before him 
" whofe idea was capable of giving me either p.iia 
" or pleafure in the leaft degree. 

" In fine, having a mutual affection for each 
cc other, it was eafy for him to prevail on me to 
"permit him to acquaint both our parents with, 
*' it: — the fuppofition of my being a great for- 
" tune made his liften with a very favourable ear 
tc to the propofal - T and mine had no objection to 
" make, as the young gentleman was heir to a 
" very good eftate,and had withall a fair charac-- 
" terfrom all that knew him. 

i( That 4 love, which before we hadkept a (c-- 
€i cret from all the world, was now avowed to all 
46 our friends and acquaintance \ and none among 
€c them but thought the union between us, which 
€t was foon expected, would b& extremely agree- 
*< able on all accounts. 

€C For U9, we thought of nothing; but indulging, 
** the gayeft hopes of future felicity,, ani had nor* 
ct the lealt notion of any difappointment in an af- 
"fair which was fo well approved of bythofe who 
"had the difpofel of us. 

D6 "Gcr^, 
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<c But, alas ! we foon found we had but de- 
■** ceived ourfelves, and that the inchanting prof- 
4i pec~f. before our eyes was no more than an iJlu- 
* c fion, which only ferved to make the coming 
* c misfortune lefs eafy to be borne : — the material 
<c point to make us happy was yet wanting, tho ? 
* ; we had never once confidered it : — our own 
* 4 wifhes, our ambition centered only in the poflef- 
4t fion of each other, and we looked no farther. 

ii As we had converfed together fome time, the 
€l father of my lover thought it proper to afk 
64 mine what portion he intended to beftow on me, 
*' that ha might order his lawyer to draw up ar- 
* c tides, and make a fuitable fettleraent on me. 
ct To this my father anfwered, that there was no 
c * need of being at that trouble ; that as I was to 
* c have all he had after his deceafe, he did not 
" think of parting with any Aim of money by way 
" pf portion before, which he might have occa- 
" fion for in trade, and the other could not want, 
" having fo good an eftate. 

<c How much the gentleman was furprized at fo 
c: unexpected a reply, I leave you to guefs : they 
■ <4 had it feems a long debate upon it, however ; 
iC but the one thinking it unreasonable his fon 
* s fhould marry on fuch terms, and the other bting 
ic detei mined not to beftow any money with me, 
" c they broke off the whole affair, both mutually 
4t exclaiming againft the iniuftice of the other. 

C{ My lover was now forbid by his father ever 
*'* to fee or write to me any- more, and I was told 
<l * I ought to cefpife him, f;r all the -pa (fion he 
^ pretended to have for en?, was only for the 

4i portion he expected to receive with me. 

" I OWN 
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" I own to you, madam, that at firft this gave 
(C fome alarm to my pride ; but the dear injured 
4 * youth toon convinced me of his fidelity, and dif- 
" interefted tefidernefs he felt for me, by making 
4( ufe of all the arguments in his power to prevail 
cc on me to be married in private ; and when he 
cc found I would by no means confent to that, of- 
u fered to lead me publicly to the altar, though 
" he fhould, by fo doing, incur the eternal dif- 
" pleafure of his father, and be deprived of all he 
" was born to poffefs. 

u This propofal feemed more extravagant than 
* € the other ; and young as I was, and as much as 
< c I loved, and llili do love, I could not think of 
cc gratifying that love at the expence of rendering 
iC myfelf, and the perfon fo dear to me, unhappy 
cc in every circumitance of life, perhaps for ever. 
iC I obliged him therefore to be content with feeing; 
" me at a friend's houfe where we fometimes met 
ct by Health, till Heaven fhould be pleafed to make 
tc fome alteration in our fate, by turning one, or 
•< both our parents hearts. 

cc A solemn promife pad, however, between 
<c us, never to lilten with an affenting ear to any 
" offers of marriage that might be made to either - 9 
" but preferve, through all temptations whatever^ 
" both heart and hand for one another. 

<c This is now near three years fince, in which . 
Ci time feveral very advantageous matches have 
** been propofed to him, all -which he has rejected 
tc with a firmnefs which well teflifies both his ho- 
Ci nour and his love. 

u But now, dear Female Spectator, comes 
** the fevereft and xnoft Clocking part of my -misfor- 

" tune: 



y Google 



86 Th-e F E M' A L E book %& 

44 tune : — it was not enough for my cruel father 
"to tear me. from the only man I ever did, or 
44 ever can love : — is was not enough thar he re- 
4 < proached me in the moft bitter terms for nor 
"joining with him in railing aga : nft a. per fun, 
" who, my foul knew, merited the mod exalted; 
"praifes:, — it was nor enough to withdraw all 
" that fatherly affection he was- accuiiomed to- 
"treat me with, and for thefe thiee long years 
" treat me rather as an alien than a child : — alK 
"this, I fay, was not fufficienr, without inta-iling 
' a mifery upon me, which but with my life L 
44 never can be eafed of. 



S4 



4C In a word, madam, he has provided a huf- 
44 band for me, to whom,, if I confent not to be a- 
4< wife, I am to be turned out of doorsj without 
41 the leaft prefent fupport, or hopes of any even at* 
4< his death: — that inltead of the bleflings of a fa— 
4< ther, I mud receive only curfes bothdiving and 
44 dying. —My heart (hudders while I am writing 
** this, at the dreadful' remembrance of what he 
44 has faid to me on this occafion ; and at the im~- 
41 poffibility there feems of my any way avoiding 
4< to do what will render me not only, wretched to 
4 « a degree beyond what any words can reprefent, , 
* 4 but equally wicked, by becoming perfidious and: 
44 ungrateful to the dear and worthy obje<5fc of my, 
" firft vows. 

44 Several' of our relations, perceiving my 
44 averfion to this hateful match, have ufed their 
* 4 ut m oft. inte reft with my father not to force my 
44 inclinations"; but he continues inflexible, and 
4< their folicitations rather ferve to make him 
4 * haften my misfortune, than to ward it off;, 
4< becaufe, as he fays, he will not be teized on %■ 
4< f#bjt& he, is determined to perfift in. 

« 4 Tne 



y Google 



B1D0K 20. S PE'C'TA T R. % 

u The grand motive is, that the perfon to 
c< whom my ill ftars have rendered me amiable,. 
** defires no money with me, and has it befides 
cc greatly in his power to be fer vice able to my fa* 
" tber in his way of bufinefs.. 

"These are the merits for which he is pre* 
" fened : - — thefe make him in the eyes of an 
" avantious parent appear a fuitable match 5 tho* 
" to give his character impartially,- and without- 
" any of the reafons I have for an averfion, the 
" moll: indifferent and difinterefted perfon muft 
"allow, that his form is very ungraceful, that he 
" has the misfortune of being- lame in one arm, 
" that his countenance is four, and that he is al- 
" moil three times my age : — I fay nothing of his 
"humour, becaufe I am not fufEciemly acquainted 
"with it to be a judge ; but the world does 'not. 
" feem to think very favourable of it. 

" I do not mention this, madam, as having any 
"^fway over my mind; for were he, inftead of the 
" moft difagreeable, the mo ft lovely man Heaven 
"■ever formed, I fhould detefr. him equally, if at- 
" tempting to invade that confianey I have pro- 
" mifed to my flrft love. 

" Yet, wretch that I am, I am upon the point 
* c of doing what the moft falfe and perfidious of 
"my fex could but do; — and in that lioht fhall 
(t I appear to all who know the profeffions of 
" eternal love I have made to him whom I am 
M now about to render miferable for ever. — My 
<x wedding-cloaths are making, (would to God it 
" were my winding flieet) and I muft in a few 
"days be forced into a bridal- bedj. by far more 
* { dreadful to me than the grave. 

" Th$ 
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•« The only eafe under this heavy afRi&ion I 
c can enjoy is, in the hope my ftory will influence 
c you to fay fomething in your perfuafive manner, 
' that may have its due weight with other parents, 
' (for 1 defpair of mine being moved, even with 
c an angel's eloquence :) unhappy as I am, I wifli 
* not to have any fharer in the fame fate, though 
' I am afraid too many have, and will : that the 
& number may decreafe, however, is the fincere 
5 prayer of, 

Good Madam, 

Your moft unfortunate fervant, 
Cheapfide, M O N Y M A." 

0&. 2, j 745; 

" P. S. Next Thurfday is the day appointed for 
u my doom, if it be poffible for me to furvive till 
*'• then : — think of me with companion, it is all 
«< can now be done for me," 

Hearts the leaft fenfible of the woes of others 
cannot but be touched with the moft tender com- 
miferation for Monyma's condition ; nor can any 
reafonable perfon ferioufly reflet on the conduct 
of her father in this affair, without paffing the; 
fevereft cenfure on it. 

Unaccountable is it, as well as unnatural, 
that parents, who in general are fond of their 
children while they are very young, can after- 
wards refolve to make them for ever miferable, 
only to gratify fome fordid intereft of their own. 

Most indeed of thofe who thus forc^ the incli- 
nations of their children, being pad: all fenfe of the 
£ :fter paffions themfelves, think they are adling 
for their good, while they oblige them to facrifice 

love 
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love to ambition ; but the father of this young 
Jady carried his avarice to a much higher pitci 
than one fhall ordinarily hear of : — it feemed not 
to be fo much what the world calls intereft for 
her fake, as for his own felfiflmefs in keeping his 
money, that he forced her from a man (o dear to 
her, and compelled her to give herfelf to another 
equally hateful. 

Detestable propenfity, to what does it 
tranfport us ! — every noble, generous, or humane 
fentiment is dead within us, when once it takes 
pofleffion of the foul : — nay, we feem even aban- 
doned by common fenfe, and act not only In di- 
rect oppofition to our pretences, but likewife run 
counter to what we think or defire within our- 
selves. 

We throw away our eftates, in the vain hope 
of doubling them : — we forfeitour honefty, with a 
view of acquiring honour: — -we defcend to the 
moll: contemptible and mean actions, in the ex- 
pectation of becoming great : — in a word, a per- 
fon whofe foul is devoted to avarice, or falfe am- 
bition, is guilty of all manner of inconfiilencies, 
and while intending to purfue good fortune, blind- 
ly pufhes away the goddefs he adores. 

There is befides in this paflion, above all 
others, an obftinacy that fo far hardens the heart, 
as to render it impenetrable to all the alia; Its of 
nature, as well as inflexible to the remonitrauces 
of reafon and religion. 

Justly does our excellent Dryden, in his play 
Amphytrion, make Jupiter fay, 

»« When 
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« ■ ■ — When I made 
** This gold, I madea greater god than Jove, 
<c And gave my own omnipotence away." 

And the more humorous, tbo' not lefs witt$ 
poet, fpeaking of gold,- tells us, that 

" Money is flill the common fcale 
* c Of things by meafure, weight, and tale r 
" Ev'n in th' affairs of church and ftate, 
€< It's both the balance, and the weight. 
" 'Tis beauty too flill ia the fiow'r, 
" That buds and blofFoms at fourfcore* 
<c? Tis virtue, wit,, and worth, and all 
*^That men divine and facred call ; 
" For what's the worth of any thing, 
But fo much money as 'twill-bring. iy 



« 



If it were poflible for a generous mind to be d in- 
verted with the depravities. of human nature, how 
would' it make one laugh to fee a wretch hug htm- 
felf for his cunning and perfect knowledge of the 
*vorld, as he imagines, while perhaps he is the 
dupe of thofe who extol his good fenfe, and -a- 
piey even to the very worfr. of fliarpers ! 

There is not, in fine, a more high road to 
beggary than avarice, yet will not the fate of thou- 
fands warn others from falling into the fame fnare. 
-^-They fee a few have had the good luck to amafs 
great fums, and every one fancies him felf capable 
of managing fo as to have the fame accefiion. 

Wretched ftupidity ! where to one that fuc~ 
ceeds, a thoufand are undone,. 

But to return to the unhappy Mbnyrna. The 
Female Spectator fincerely wifhes her cafe had 

been. 
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been fooner communicated : all remonftrances on 
one fide, or advice on the other,. would now come 
too late, if her fate was really decided at the time 
fhe mentions in her letter. 

Otherwise there is no one member of our 
club, not even Euphrofine herfelf, who is the moit 
perfect pattern of an implicit obedience I ever 
knew, but is of opinion, that Monyma, circum- 
ftanced as fhe was, and under a former engage-, 
ment, might have refufed entering into a fecond r 
without incurring any juft cenfure from the 
world. 

We fhould not have advifed fo far indeed a$ 
for her to marry her young lover : for that would 
have been to have flown direclly in the face of 
paternal authority, and a breach of duty which no 
exigence could have rendered excufable ; but we 
think, at the fame time, that (he- might eafily. 
have been abfolved for periifting in her refufal of 
the other. 

By debarring- herfelf (torn purfbmg her inclina- 
tions, flie would fufficiently have difcharged ail 
the filial duty demanded from her; and by con- 
tinuing refolute, to fuffer any thing, rather than 
yield herfelf to one for whom /he could have no 
inclination, flie would have given a fhining teftri- 
*iony of love and constancy to him who feems fo 
well to deferve it from her: — whereas, by acling 
in the manner fhe has done, (he has not only in- 
volved herfelf, but the objecSt of her affection, in 
miferies, which, in all probability,^ will be as lad- 
ing as their \wes.. 



1 know very. well. it. may be faidj, by fo 
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over-difcreet perfons, that fhe had no other courfe 
to take > and doubtlefs (he was of that opinion her- 
felf, that if her father had made good his menace, 
and turned her out of doors, fhe muft have been 
expofed to infults, reproaches, and all the ills that 
poverty brings with it. — But I can fcarce think her 
condition would have been fo defperate, even had 
her. father in reality abandoned her ; fhe has 
doubtlefs relations and friends, fome of whom 
certainly would have taken pity of a young crea- 
ture that ftood in need of their affiftance, by no 
other crime than her ftricT: adherence to love and 
honour : or ifj as indeed there are not many 
inftances of natural afFe&ion in this iron-hearted 
age, all h^pes of this kind had failed, that edu- 
cation fhe confefies to have had might cer- 
tainly have furnifhed her with fome means or 
other of fupport. 

Neither can we believe, without being un- 
charitable, that her father would not in time have 
relented, at haft fo far as to take her home again, 
if not been brought to confent to the terms re- 
quired of him for her more perfect happinefs. 

But when the indifToluble union of marriage is 
once formed, how difagreeable foever it may be 
at firft, it is the bufinefs and the duty of each, thus 
joined, to render themfelves, and partner for life, 
as eafy as poffibie : — all after-reflexions, — all 
frruggles, fcrve only to render the misfortune 
more" grievous, and add new weights to a load 
already but too galling. 

We therefore hope Monyma's good fenfe will 
enable her to endeavour a forgetfulnefs of every 
thing that may occafion a. melancholy in herfelf, 

or 
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or a difTatisfaclion to her hufband : — virtue, reli- 
gion, reputation, reafon, and intereft, all concur 
to exacl; it from her ; and in fulfilling their di&ates, 
(lie can only expecT: to find any true eafe or con- 
folatiom 

And this is all we have in our power to offer 
on her account. 

We fhall now prefent our readers with a piece 
which we may juflly fhy is very curious, fince we 
have received it from one of the beft judges the 
prefent age affords j though, perhaps, to avoid 
the many compliments might be paid him on the 
occafion, he conceals himfelf from the public under 
a feigned name. 

To the Female Spectator. 

" Madam, 

" THIS brings you a piece of antiquity, which, 
<c I believe, you will think worthy a place 
iC in your agreeable mifcellany of beneficial and 
cc entertaining topicks : — it can indeed be called 
c< no other than a fragment, but fuppofed to be 
^ wrote by the famous Ovid in his banifhment : 
" it certainly has a good deal of the ftyle of that 
<c tender poet, and in the original difcovers the 
" utmofi: purity of the Latin, as fpoken at that 
" time, which, perhaps, was the moft flourifhing 
<c aera for polite literature the world has ever yet 
a known. 

cc I dare anfvver you will not think is has loft 
(c much by the tranflation, when I fhall tell you it 
cc was put into Englifh by Dr. Atterbury, late lord 
a bifho'p of Roclaefter, as a certain noble earl, 

"from 
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" from wham I received it, did me the honour to 
ct allure me, I am, 

Madam, 
With the greateft refpeS, 

Your very humble, and 

Moll obedient fervant, 

•Otf. 29, 1745, Antiquarius," 

^Giles's Coffee-houfc. 

Here follow the papers this obliging corref- 
pondent has favoured us with, and for which he 
has our moft grateful acknowledgements. 

Augustus Cjesar to Livia Drusilla. 

EPISTLE the Firft. 

" WONDER not, O too lovely wife of Tibe- 
"rius! at receiving an epiftle from Auguft- 
•cc us 1 — a power, fuperior to my own, conftrains 
4 < me to implore from you that pity and prote&ioa 
c< for which fo many millions are indebted to me. 
" — The prefent fituation of my heart deprives 
<c me of all my former dignity : I no longer glory 
ct in being mafter of the world, unlefs I could 
<c boaft at the fame time of being the mafter of 
«* your heart. — I have feen you, moft adorable 
<c Livia, and if you either know yourfelf, or have 
■ €i in the leaft confidered the confufion of my looks 
• c in that dear fatal interview, there is no need to 
€i tell you that I love ; — love, with a paflion wor- 
" thy of your charms, and of the breaft that har- 
«* hours it: — a paflion fuch as Livia only can in- 
€< fpire, — Auguftus only feel. — The inventor of 

44 the 
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« the Brazen Bull*, juftly experienced thofe tor- 
4t tures his cruel wit prepared for others; but L, 
■" in inftituting an entertainment f which fnould 
4; at: once pleafe and inftrucl my people, found % 
«« deftiny % no lefs fever e than his, 

" It is in your bofom alone to reverfe the fen- 
<c tencepafs'd on me by that God whofe laws per- 
iC haps J have hitherto too much contemned, and 
" render me as happy as I am now the contrary. 

< c Think, therefore think, divineft Livia ! 
• €C that fomething is due to my fufferings, and yet. 
• cc much more to my character, and you will then 
* c do all you can for your lover, and your em- 
-* c peror, 

« AUGUSTUS CiESAR/* 

?LlVIA D.RUSIKLA to AUGUSTUS C^SAR, het 

Lord and Emperor. 

EPISTLE the Second. 

<c YOU command me, O mighty Caefar ! to 
~ €C receive without furprize the honour of your 
"epiftle: — How impoffible isat for me to obey 
«« you ! — I would fain perfuade myfelf, that the 
" race from which I fprung, the innocence of all 
" my actions, my hufband's fervices and charac- 
" ter, and my own yet unfullied fame, had fet 
" me above thofe pleafantries pra£lifed upon wo- 
" men of a different ilamp : and the duty I owe 

" my 

* PerilJus, who was the firft inventor of the Brazen Bull, 
was the firft inclofed m it, by order of lMialaris, a Sicilian 
tyrant. 

f Stage plays, of which, according to Heylen and other 
authors, he was the firft inftitutor. 
J- The firft time Auguftus faw Livia was at the theatre, 
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iC my emperor forbids me to believe the little beauty 
ct Heaven has beftow'd upon me capable of making 
cc any ferious impreflion on a heart, whereglory and 
cc * Scribonia claim the fole dominion. When I go 
cc about, therefore, to reconcile this declaration, 
cc either with your character or mine, I am equally 
cc at a Jofs ; and the more I confider what you are, 
Ci or what I am, the more 1 become confounded : 
cc — O then, mod facred Sir, have pity on my 
" weaknefs, and ceafe to perplex, with vain ideas, 
iC a mind, which has hitherto found its felicity in 
" content, and wifhes no more than to preferve a 
4C due medium between the two extremes of ambi- 
5* tion and a too abjecl humility. 

" Livia Drusilla." 

Augustus Cjesar to Livia Drusilla, 

EPISTLE the Third. 

Ci I S it then pofilble, that you, whom it moft 
<c concerns, fhould be blind to the fymptoms of a 
cc pailion, which all my care cannot conceal from 
4C the obfervation of my whole court! Marcellus, 
46 — Agrippa, — Mecaenas, — Drufus, — all fee their 
< c emperor is not what he was: — Can Livia 
cc alone want penetration ? — No, no, fair hypo- 
" crite ! thofeeyes that pierced my foul, mull: look 
* 6 through it at the fame time. You are not lefs 
/ c fenfible of the havock made by your charms, 
** than I am of the force of them; and but coujq- 
<c terfeit an ignorance of thofe ills you are deter- 
«< mined not to pity. — I flatter'd myfelf, however, 
ci that you would have made fome difference be- 
cc tween me and other men, and have anfwer'd 
u with the fame plainnefs and fincerity I wrote. 
t f — Remember, Livia, that I am Auguftus, and 

"in 
* The wife of Auguflus t 
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cc in that name have a right- to expeel obedience 
" from even you ; and if I lay afide the authority 
"of my place, the requefts I make, ought, not- 
< c withftanding, to have all the force of command;: 
« I ftiall, however, exa£r. no more from you, 
■« than the confeflion of a truth, which you can- 
" not but be allured of, not only from a con- 
" fcioufnefs of your own charms, but from the 
" profcflions of him, who would ill become the 
cc dignity he wears, could he be capable of deceit • 
€t and in the next place, that you will ferioufiy 
" examine your own heart, and let me know 
" what recompence you think is owing to the icii- 
cc timents you have infpired in mine. 

L « AUGUSTUS CiESAR." 

Livia Drusjxla to Augustus Cjesar, her 
Lord and Emperor. 

EPISTLE the Fourth. 

<c SINCE then my emperor in lifts I fliould look 
<c upon myfelf as fomething worthy his regard, 
ii I dare no longer prefume to doubt the honour 
<c he confers upon me ; and it is, perhaps, not the 
44 lealt among the many wonders of his power,that 
" it obliges me to break through all thofe rules of 
" modefty and humility I have hitherto obferved, 
4C and not only acknowledge, that I think on the 
" confideration he vouchsafes to have for me, as 
" the fupremeft glory a mortal can receive: but 
<c likewife that I feel a pleafure in the convi£tion, 
** which no words are able to exprefs. Yes, 
" mighty Caefar, as the belief of your affection 
" fpreads itfelf thro' my imagination, my whole 
ct foul enlarges to entertain the rapturous idea. 
" That beauty, which before I thought but meanly 
'*■* of t is now confpicuous to mylelf, and 1 blefs 
' YoL. IV. E " nature 
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<c nature for thofe charms which are happy enough 
<€ to pleafe the mafter of the world. Does then. 
« c my imperial lord demand what recornpence is 
c< due from me for fo immenfe a condefcenfton ? 
" — Sure there can be nothing I either ought or 
<c would refufe ! — Shall not the love and duty 
" owing from every fubjecl: be ever paid by me, 
4< accompanied with a warmth and zeal propor- 
<c tioned to the vaftnefs off the obligation ? — Shall 
iC I ever bend my knees, or lift my eyes to Hea- 
c; ven, without invoking every god for endlefs 
<c bleffings on your life and reign ? — Shall not my 
" hopes, my fears, my wifhes, my devotions, 
" be all center'd in Auguftus ? — Will not that 
<{ facred name be ever in my lips, and dwell 
< c within my heart ? — Thefe indeed are but fmall 
<c demonftrations of that gratitude which fwelis 
" my bofom ; but, alas! they are all Fate puts in 
4C my power to give, and therefore will, I hope, 
€i be acceptable from 

" Livia Drusilla*" 

Augustus Cjesar to Livia Drusilla. 

EPISTLE the Fifth. 

<c WHEN I compare the former part of your 
Xi epiftle with the latter, I find an inconfiftency 
*< between them, which I am wholly at a lofs 
xc to reconcile, and is far from that plainnefs and 
<; fincerity I both defired and expected from Livia. 
" — If to be beloved by me affords you any 
cc real pleafure, would you be fo felflfh as to en- 
* c grofs it all, and leave me nothing but the pains 
€C _ of an ever-longing, ever-hopelefs paffion ? 
«< —And do you call it gratitude to turn me over 
66 toother hands for that recornpence I ought to 
u receive from your own ? — What occafion have. 

46 you 

Hosted by GOOgle 



book ir. SPECTATOR. 99 

" you, O beautiful Livia ! to trouble the gods 
*' with petitions for me, when they have con-. 
u figned to you the fole power of making me 
" happy ? — No, fweet evader, no ; fuch oraifons 
" would be a mockery both to heaven and me ; 
" — I a(k no more than what you can beflow ; 
" and if, as you fay, you neither ought nor cs;i 
" refufe me any thing, why are my joys imme- 
" dfately after bounded to the half of what I am 
" to obtain,— and that too, I fear, but in ima- 
u gination only ; for had L that influence in your 
" foul, you feem to flatter me with, furel am it 
u would work too powerfully on the lovely body 
46 to leave me long unbleft. In fine, my Livia, 
iC the paflion I have for you is not of that airy 
u nature to be fed with fhadows : — I mull: poflels 
li you all ; for if you know your emperor, you 
Ci alio know it is not with imperfect conquefls he 
" is accuftomed to content himfelf. 

« AUGUSTUS CiESAR." 

Livia Drusilla to Augustus Caesar, her 
Lord and Emperor. 

EPISTLE the Sixth. 

"WHY, O cruel Cxfar ! if it may be per- 
<c mitted me to refufe my emperor, why do you 
" take delight in reducing your Have to a dilemma, 
"from whkh fhe fees no way to extricate her- 
<c felf? — Auguftus was not wont to tax his fub- 
<c jecT:s beyond their power: — O wherefore does 
<c he from Livia alone demand impoilibilities !-— 
<c My foul, and all its faculties, are wholly devoted 
" to my emperor; what elfe remains of me Is the 
4; property of another. Am I not the wife of 
<c Tiberius ? — Can I call back the time that made 
"me his? — Or will that breath return, with 
£ 2 " which; , 
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"-which I fwore inviolable love, inviolable duty ! 
r4c — Are not my vows regiftered in the lap of 
* c * Juno ? — And does not the facred f Tabula 
" bear witnefs of them ?— O well does my lord 
* c and emperor know, that there is nothing left 
c; for me to bertow ; and ail I can do is to lament 
6; in iecret my incapacity of receiving an honour, 
Si which would otberwife have rendered me the 
* c moil happy, as well as mod envied of my lex. 

" Livia Drusilla." 

..Augustus Cjesak to Livia Drusilla. 

EPIS T LE the Seventh. 

"IT is well, fair creature, it is well: — the 
ct fire of Caefar then is to be combated by the froft 
tw of Livia : — you are refolved to hold out agair.ft 
&t me, and to that end have armed yourfelf with 
* c all the weapons your icy virtue can fupply you 
• tc with. Bat do you not remember, that the 
<c god, under whofe banners I am lilted, is in- 
Ci vincible? — You have indeed fubdued Auguftus, 
c * but cannot the deity which animates him. — 
*< Ceafe, therefore, fo unequal a war, and be con- 
" vinced that to yield in this caufe will be your 
-" greater! glory. The proconful of Gallia .is 
" indeed your hufband, but he is fenfible of what 
is is owing to his emperor ; and if you reflecTt feri- 
" oufly on what Caefar is, you will confefs he 
iC has the power to difpenfe with forms. 

(< M/ECENAS, who is the bearer of this, 
■ Ci will tell you more than time now permits me to 
Ci write, and has my commands not to leave you 
c6 till you have allured him you will favour, with. 

44 your 

* The "oddefs of marriage. 

-f A fcroJi of parchment, in wbkh all marriages cf note 
wen:- re*ord«d, 
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" your prefence, an * entertainment I have pre- 
* c pared on the Tiber, in honour of the day that 
" gave you to the world, for a bleffing to all be- 
16 holders eyes, but moft to 

« AUGUSTUS CAESAR ,~ 



Tpirs, it feern?, was the whole of what the noVe 
earl put into the hands of Anriquarius, or at kv.!^ 
all he has oblia'd us with :~ the world is too well 
acquainted with the hiftory of (hole illuflrious- 
lovers for us to add an/ thing on the fahject ; nci-- 
ther is there any occalion lor giving our opinion 
on the elegance and fp-int- of the L tiers: — rt ll our 
readers of tafte muft be charmed with the Joie and 
dignity which thofe of Auguflus teiUfy, and con- 
fefs that thofe of Livia are perfectly agreeable to 
the character of that lady, artful and polite. 

It is not to be doubted, but that many of our 
readers would have been glad to have had a far- 
ther continuance of correspondence between r.vo 
perfons, who make lb confiderable a figure in the 
Roman hiftory ; and to have feen by what arts Li-- 
via, after being the miftrefs of Auguftus, prevailYi 
on him to repudiate Scribonia, to whom he had 
been married feveral years, and not only to feac 
her on the imperial throne* but alfo, perceiving 
he was not likely to have any children by her, to- 
adopt the young Tiberius, a fon (he had bv bee 
E j hufband,- 

* Hiftory informs us, this was the moft folendid one ever 
feen 5 — there were a thonf.md barges, gilt, illuminated with 
lamps, and magnificently adorned with ftreamers, on whicli 
were many curious devices, reprefenting the power of Iov-> 
and beauty; — all the great perfons at that time in Rome. were 

prefent at it j the feaft lafted the whole night, mufic playing - 

ail the while from the banks of the river. 
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hufband, to be his fucceiTor, in prejudice of his 
own and more worthy kindled. 

Others, on the contrary, may think it better 
I had fupprefs'd the whole piece : — they will fay, 
perhaps, that when an unwarrantable aim bap- 
pens to be crowned with fuccefs, the whole event 
ought rather to be concealed than publifhed, left 
it ihould give encouragement to others to attempt 
the like, and that above all things the Female. 
Spectator, who fets up for a regulator of her 
fex's conduct, ihould not have exhibited a cha- 
racter To fortunately vicious as was that of this 
Roman empref*. 

There are men (will they fay) who may pre- 
tend to as great a paffion as Auguftus, without 
feeling it, or having any ftare of his fincerity ; 
and it is not to be contradicted, but that there 
are women who may imagine their charms of no 
\e(s force to retain a heart they are deilrous of 
engaging, than thofe of Livia could poflibly be ; 
— And then will they cry, how little likelihood 
is there, that any confederations, when prompted 
either by love or ambition, will deter them from 
taking the fame fteps fhe did ? 

I heartily wifh, indeed, that the vanity 
which, I confefs, is but too inherent to our fex, 
did not give fome countenance to an objection of 
this nature \ for though one fliould tell a young 
lady never fo often, that her favoured lover had 
not all the real tendernefs, efteem for her, and con- 
ftancy of Auguftus, or that her own beauty, wit, 
and capacity, in every point, fell fhort of what 
Livia was poflefled of, it would be fcarce poffible 
to convince her of a truth fo difpleafing to thofe 
two favourite and indulged paffions of the foul. 

History, 
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History, however, muft not be filenced, be- 
caufe matters of fact, which ought not to be imi- 
tated, are therein related; nor fhould the elegant 
part of mankind be deprived of fo agreeable an en- 
tertainment as the writings of the ancients afford, 
becaufe fome of them have introduced characters 
we could wifti had never been in the world* 

A woman, whofe heart is truly guarded by 
virtue and religion, will never fuffer a vicious ex- 
ample to have any influence over her ; and {he 
who thrufts from her thofe divine affiftants, need 
not be told there was a Livia that profnered and 
grew great by yielding to an unlawful fLme. 

When thefe are once gone, afmall tempta- 
tion, alas! fuffices \ as our inimitable Shakefpcar 
truly fays, 

<€ As virtue never will be mov'd, 

tc Tho' lewdnefs court it in the fhape of heaven ; 
" So lull, tho' to a radiant angel join'd, 
*< Will fly the charms of a celeitial bed, 
tc And prey on garbage." 

It would be a happy thing if there were no 
precedents of a much later date than thofe of Au- 
guftus and Livia, to juftify the frailties of both 
fexes. Theirs, I hope, will be of no ill conie- 
quence to the prefent age ; and as tbu* virtues of the 
old Romans are pretty much exploded on the ac- 
count of their being old-fafhion'd, their vices fure 
will be rejected for the fame, if no other, reafon. 

Among our letters we fin J one from a former 
correfpondent, on the prefent hurry of the times: 
but as impatient as he feems for fome notice to be 
taken of it, we muft beg to be excufed till the or- 
der of the date becomes conformable to our rules y 
X 4 and 
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and then, notwithstanding the averfion we have 
for meddling with politics, he may depend on their 
being inferted, with alfo fome remarks of our 
own on what he has advanced. 

LINDAMIRA too may expe& the fame 
indulgence, tho* I know not whether, all things 
confider'd, her letter merits the proof of our com- 
plaifancej but we fliall always fubmit private 
pique to public fervice. 

Therefore, as the matter which has em- 
ployed her pen maybe of ufe to fome, as doubt- 
lefs fome there are under the fame circumftances,. 
tho' I hope not many, her fentiments on the oc- 
cafion fhall not fail of having a place at a conve- 
nient time : as for the accufations fhe has been 
pleafed to throw out againit the Female Sp£C- 
tator, it is our bufinefs to anfwer them as well 
a? v/e can, and leave the decifion to that awful 
Siibunal the public. 



BOOK XXI, 

AMONG the various kinds of errors into 
which human nature is liable to fall, there 
are fome, which people of a true underftanding 
are perfectly fenfible of in themfelves, yet either 
wanting a ftrength of refolution to break thro ? 
what by long cuftom is become habitual, or by 
being of too indolent a temper to endeavour an 
alteration, fiill perfifr. to adt in contradiction to 
the dictates of even their own reafon and judg- 
ment* 

What 
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What we call prejudice or prepofleffion, is 
certainly that which ftands foremofl: in the rank 
of frailties: — it is the great ringleader of almoft 
all the miftakes we are guilty of, whether in the 
fentiments of our hearts, or the condudt of our 
actions. 

As milk is the firft aliment of the body, fa pre- 
judice is the firft thing given to the mind to feed 
upon: — no fooner does the thinking faculty begin 
to (hew itfelf, than prejudice mingles with it, and 
fpoils ks operations : whatever we are then either 
taught, or happen of ourlelves to like or diflike, 
we, for the mod part, continue to like or difl-ke 
to our life's end ; fo difficult it is to eradicate \n 
age that tendency we have imbibed in youth. 

It is this fatal propenfity which binds, as It 
were, our reafon in chains, and will not fuffer it to 
look abroad, or exert any of its power: — hence 
are our conceptions bounded ; — our notions mean- 
3y narrow; — our ideas, for the mo ft part, unjuft ; 
•—and our judgment fhamefuliy led astray. 

The brighteft rays of truth in vain (bine out 
upon us, when prejudice has (hut our eyes agiijjfi 
it : — we are rendered by it wholly incapable of 
examining any thing, and take all upon truftthac. 
it reprefents to us, 

This not only makes us Halve to be guilty m- 
injuflice, ill-nature, and ill-manners "to others, but 
alfo infenfible of what is owing to oinfelves : we* 
run with all our might from a real and fubfiaruiai 
good, and court a phantom, a name, a nothing ; — 
we mi (lake infamy for renown, and ruin for ad- 
vantage: — in fine, wherev:r a ftrong prejudice 
prevail?, all is fuie to go amifs. 

E 5 Wb.t 
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What I would be underftood to mean by the 
word Prejudice, is not that liking or difhking, 
which naturally arifes on the fight of any new ob- 
ject preferred to us. As for example, one may 
happen to fall into the company of two perfons 
equally deferving, and equally Grangers to us,. 
and with neither of whom we either have, or ex- 
peel: to have, the leaft concern ; yet fliall- we have, 
in fpite of us, and without being able to give any 
reafon for it, greater good wifhes for the one than 
the other. But this is occaiioned by that fym- 
pathy and antipathy, which, I think, it is very 
plain, nature has implanted in all created beings- 
whatsoever. 

This, therefore, is what we call fancy, and far 
different from that prejudice I am fpeaking of, and 
which, indeed, enters chiefly through the ears. — > 
When our notions of perfons and things, which 
of ourfeives we know nothing of, are guided, and 
our approbation or difapprobation of them excited 
merely by what we are told of them, and which 
afterwards w* can never be convinced is unjuft* 
and perfevere in an opinion, which no proofs of 
rnerir, or demerit, can change ; then it is that we 
may be faid to be governed by that fettled prepof- 
feffion fo dangerous to the world, and to our own 
characters, intereft, and happinefs ; for the other 
is light, volatile, and of little confequence. 

A very learned author calls this unhappy im- 
piUe * c The Jaundice of the Mind," and I think 
there cannot be a more juft comparifon > for, as 
the poet fays, 

cc As all teems yellow to the jaundic'd eye,. 
So one may truly ad J, 
" All take from prejudice's taint its dye." 

CQUkB 
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Could we once divert ourfelves of the pre- 
pofleflions we have received, forget all the ftories 
we have been told, and examine all things with 
the unbiafled eye of reafon, how widely different 
from what they at prefent feem, would mod of 
them be found ! 

I am very fenfible that this is a tafk extremely 
difficult, becaufe the greater!: miflake of all that 
prejudice makes us guilty of is, that of miftaking 
that enemy to reafon for reafon : — we look on its 
dictates as the dictates of truth, and think we 
(hould fin againft bdh reafon and truth, if we 
were not flrenuous in adhering to what we ima- 
gine is right. 

We are all of us too apt to imagine we know 
ourfelves, when, in fa£l, there is nothing in the 
whole world to which we are greater ftrangers ; 
hard^as it is to be perfectly acquainted with the 
heart of a perfon we converfe with, we can yet 
form by his aclions, his words, or even his looks, 
a more true judgment of it than our own. 

And how, indeed, fhould it be othenvife ! 
Prejudice begets paflion, and paffion infallibly 
blinds our eyes, and (huts our ears againft every 
thing that offers to contradict it. 

That paflion efpecially which is excited th's- 
way, is infinitely of the worn: fort, becaufe all 
others, be ihey never fo htaditrong and tenacious 
for a time, will at length grow cool, and by de- 
grees fubfide ; but prejudice keeps the fiie of ch- 
ili nacy eternally alive, and fldl rinding frefli fuel 
ior its fupporc, renders it rather more tirongj than 
any way diminished, or lefs fierce by age**, ^ 

E 6 Vet: % 
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Yet, blind as we are to this error in ourfelves, 
how quick-fighted are we to difcover, and how 
ready to laugh at it in other people ! Applauding 
our own ftrength of reafon, and vain of a fuperior 
fenfe of things, a perfon who is prejudiced, tho' 
he ihould happen to be on the fide of truth, is the 
perpetual fubjeft of our ridicule; and often it 
proves, that he who thinks himfelfmoft free from 
it, is in reality more guilty than the very man he 
condemns for it. 

To be plain, the world is wholly governed by 
prejudice,, and I think it fcarce pofiible to find any 
one perfon., whofe better judgment is not in a more 
or iefs degree perverted by it. 

How V2in then, and impertinent, will fome of 
try readers fay are any animadverfions on it ! Why 
any pains ta~ken to decry and rail againft an emo- 
tion, which is inherent to our nature, and there- 
fore not to be avoided ! 

To which I beg leave to anfwer, that it is only 
inherent to our nature, as cuftom, which, indeed,. 
h fecond nature, has made it fo ; but not born 
with us, nor are we fubje£ted to it by any laws of 

fatality. 

It is only to the-firft imprefftons the foul re- 
ceives, that thofe indelible marks of partiality I 
have mentioned, and which we fee every where, 
are entirely owing : the unhappy tendency is not, 
therefore, properly fpeaking,. our own, but infufed 
into us by others; and though, notwichfianding it 
afterwr-rds becomes fo powerful as to put into fub- 
•jeclion all thofe nobler faculties, which are, in- 
deed, the gift of Heaven, yet is it flill but thf 
depravity of human nature^, not nature itfejf. 

Parent?, 
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Parents^ who are pofFefled with a ftron-g 
©pinion of any thing themfelves, are fureto infill 
it into the minds of their children, and fo render 
prejudice hereditary : whereas, if the young mind- 
were left to itfelf, reafon would have room to 
operate : — -we fhould examine before wejudged, 
and not condemn, or applaud, but as the caufa 
deferved. 

Whoever is entrufted with the care of youth* 
as parents are by nature, and governors, tutors, 
and preceptors by commifiion from them, mould, 
methinks, endeavour rather to calm than excite 
any violent emotions in their pupils : — they 
fhouid convince them that nothing but virtue 
was truly worthy of an ardency of love or ambi- 
tion, and that vice alpne ought to be held in ab- 
horrence. 

This would be a laudable prejudice !■ — A pre- 
judice which would go hand in hand with reafon,. 
and fecure to us that peace and happinefs which 
all other piejudiees are fure to deftroy. 

What fad effe&s have not many kingdoms 
experienced by the hereditary prejudice between 
two powerful families ; who have hated each other 
merely becaufe their forefathers did fo ! As for 
example \ the Guelphs and Gibelines of Italy ;— 
the Marius and Metelli of old Rome 3 and the 
baions wars of England, 

National prejudices are yet more dangerous, 
and indeed much more ridiculous : — What can 
be a greater abfuidity than for one whole people 
to hate another, only for being burn in a different 
climate, and which they are taught to believe, in- 
fpircs them with fome fentiments or inclinations 

oppugnant 
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oppugnant to their own, though, perhaps, all this 
may be without foundation ! 

Whoever, therefore, by his example or pre- 
cept, labours to keep thefe foolifh animofities alive, 
m my opinion deferves little thanks from the world, 
either for his wit, or good-will to mankind : ami 
as wife and great a man as the late eail of Ro- 
chefter was in other things, in this he teftified a 
partiality unworthy his chara&er. 

In his poem on c< Nothing," which, it raufl be 
confefTed, is a mailer- piece, and wants nothing but 
juftice in fomeof the allufions to be efteemed, not 
only the beft he ever wrote, but even fuperior to 
all others of the kind, he has thefe lines : 



French truths Dutch prowefs, Britifh policy, 
Hibernian learning, Scotch civility, 
Spaniards difpatch, Danes wit, are chiefly feen 
iu thee. 



} 



Now thefe reflections, however juft as to the 
general, are certainly the contrary as to particulars 1 
-— 1 never can believe, that merely being born in 
this or that kingdom, has any influence over the 
difpofition of the natives.— It is certainly a very 
narrow way of judging. — In fpite of the little 
faith there is to be given to French promifes, or 
even treaties, I cannot be fo uncharitable as to 
believe there are no ftneere or honeft people among 
that populous nation ; much lefs can I be brought 
to think, that every man born in Holland would 
prefer eafe to glory. — The Britifh policy may in- 
deed fometimes have been faid to nod, but then it 
has awaked, and roufed itfelf again, to the confu- 
fion of all thofe who thought to take advantage 
ef its fujunenefs. — As to the learning of Hibemia, 

ni aoy 

Hosted by GoOgle 



■EooK 21. SPECTATOR. lit 

many of her Tons have given evident proofs that 
blunders are not entailed upon that nation any 
more than others. — Then as to the Scots, none 
ean dilute a poffibility of their equalling in po- 
litenefs any nation in the world, who remembers 
the late dukes of Argyle and Hamilton, or has the 
honour of knowing his grace of Buccleugh, the 
earl of Marchmont, and many others now living 
ornaments of their country, and the delight of 
all who fee them, and who have no need of 
being named to be diftinguifhed. — The Spaniards, 
it muft be confefTed, move flow for the mod part,, 
yet there have been inftances of their being more 
alert. — Nor ought we to fuppofe the Danes are 
all infipid clods, becaufe our libraries give n<* 
proof to the contrary. 

But were what this noble lord has here ad- 
vanced flriclly true, yet as it helps to preferve na- 
tional prejudice, and confequently national ridi- 
cule, he had much better have employed that pro- 
digious talent he was matter of another way. 

Many others befide his lordfhip, have, with 
lefs abilities, and more ill-nature, done all in their 
power to divide England againft icfelf, and render 
county and county obnoxious to each other. — ► 
The ftage, which was defigned the fchool of mo- 
rality, and by mingling pleafure with improve- 
ment to harmonize the mind, and infpire unity 
among men, has in fome theatrical reprefentations 
been moft fhamefully proftituted to ends the very 
reverfe ; and not only gentlemen who happen to 
live out of London, but the mod eminent citizens 
who live within the found of Bow bell, made a 
public ridicule. A country 'fquire and an alderman 
of London are fure to be the characters to excite 
' laughter. — Our modern writers are more polite 

than 
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than Shakefpear, Johnfon, and their contempora- 
ries, who always made the fools in their plays court, 
parafites, or at leaf* jefters, but the city and coun- 
try are now the only places from which a buffoon 
is to be picked o 

The farcafms, vented here and elfewhere, have 
often a poignancy in them, which cannot but be 
refented by thofe who have undemanding enough 
to perceive when they are affronted, and fome- 
times occafion heart-burnings againft thofe who 
encourage, and feem to be pieafed with the ridi- 
cule -, which are no way agreeable to that cordiality 
and good- will which ought to fubfiit between tveiy. 
community of a nation, in order to render the 
whole a truly happy people. 

All this, and innumerable other ills, are the 
effects of that prejudice 1 mean ; but I was led 
into a reflection on it by a late inftance, which, 
though in private life, deferves the attention of. 
the public, as it may be a warning againft inftilling, 
into youth principles which are not to be erafed 
in.matuiity* 

A gentleman, who had acquired a confi- 
derable fortune in the mercantile way, left at his 
deceafe a fon of about twelve years of age, and a 
daughter of five. As the mother was dead fome 
time before, the one was continued at Weftminfrer* 
fchool, by the perfons appointed for his guardians, . 
and the other committed to the care of a lifter of 
her mother's. 

This good lady was extremely fond of her' 
young charge, and, as (he j/rew up, neglecled no- 
thing that might render her perfectly accompli/bed ; 
~the means allowed her for improvement were: 

\ not- 
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not thrown away ; (he had a very good capacity, 
and took fuch a pleafure in learning whatever fhe 
was taught, that the progrefs fhe made was infi- 
nitely beyond the expectations of thofe appointed 
for her infirudtors. 

To add to this, her perfon was very lovely; 
nature had beftowed on her a thoufand charms; 
and without being what one may call an exquifite 
beauty, there was fomething in her yet more agree- 
able, and more formed to attract, than we often 
find in thofe who are accounted fo. 

Being fuch as I have defcrihed, it is not to be 
wondered at, that there were many who thought 
her worthy of their ferious addrefles ; but though 
fhe began early to have admirers, ihe feemed ut- 
terly infenfible of any tender emotions ; and all the 
fine things faid, and wrote to her, had no other 
effeft, than to give. her diverfion. 

Her brother, after having perfected himfelf la 
every thing that was thought necefFary for his edu- 
cation at home, was fent abroad to make himfelf 
acquainted with the cufloms and manners of other 
countries; and after having palled fome time in 
France, and feen all Italy., returned a.very accom- 
plifhed and complete gentleman. 

Sabina, for fo I {hall call this young lady, was 
but between the years of nineteen and twenty 
when he came back to England : — As they had 
not feen each other for above four years, each 
found fo many new ernbellifhments in the other, 
as rendered both extremely fatisfied ; (qw brothers 
and fitters ever loved with a more fincere affection, 
and would have gone greater lengths to have 
obliged each other. 

Thry 
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They were always proud of being feen toge- 
ther ; — in the Mall, cr at any place of public re- 
fort, they were conftant companions. — They had 
been one night at the opera, when, as he was fee- 
ing her fafe home, as was always his cuftom, he 
faid, laughing to her, " I believe, fitter, you have 
" made a conqueft to night : — I perceived a certain 
" friend of mine in the pit, who feemed more en- 
ic groffed by you than any thing on the flage." — " I 
<c fhould be forry, anfwered.fhe, in the fame gay 
* c tone, that any friend of yours fhould have fo bad 
<c a tafte as to let any thing draw off his attention 
" from thofe delightful founds we have been 
€t hearing/' 

" O, refumed he, mufic is an incentive to love, 
<c and as he did not hear that of yourvoice, he might 
<c not lofe what iflued from the orcheftra, by hav- 
<c ing his eyes fixed upon your charms, which they 
iC really were fo ftrongly, during the whole enter- 
" t^inment, that I am fure you muft have taken no- 
<c lice of it yourfelf* if you would confefs the truth/' 

t 

< c It is fo common, faid (he, for thofe in the pi 
" to flare into the boxes, that I fhould have found 
" nothing particular in what you tell me, had I 
<c really obferved it, which I allure you, without 
" any affectation, I did not." 

On this he rallied her a little on pretending ta 
be abfolutely free from the vanity, which the men 
will have it is fo inherent to our fex, that none of 
us are without fome fhare ; which fhe returned 
with equal pleafantry, on the foibles of the other ; 
and this kind of chit-chat brought them to her 
door, where he took leave of her, being engaged 
to fup with fome gentlemen at a tavern \ and fhe 
went in, and it is likely thought no more of what 
had paffed between them* 
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It is poflible alfo, that the young gentleman 
himfclf had not been much in earneft in what he 
faid y but if he was not at that time, he certainly 
was very much fo afterwards. 

The friend he had mentioned to his fifter hap- 
pened to be one of the company with whom he 
was engaged that night. — He was a gentleman of 
fine parts and education, had a very graceful per- 
fon, and was in poiTeflion of a large eftate in thu 
principality of Wales, of which he was a native, 
and defcended from an antient and worthy family. 

This gentleman, whofe real name I beg leave 
to conceal under that of Luellin, was, in effec/c, 
very much charmed with Sabina, and not know- 
ing who (he was, told her brother he was an ex- 
treme happy man, to have the pleafure of enter- 
taining in fo free a manner, as he perceived he did, 
lb fine a woman. 

To which the other replied in term9 which 
made him know the young perfon he had fo good 
an opinion of was his filter j and what he faid be- 
ing confirmed by another of the company, who 
was alfo at the opera, and had feen Sabina before, 
Luellin refumed that gaiety which was natural to 
him, but had been a little interrupted, while he 
knew not but in the perfon of an intimate friend 
he might find an impediment to thofe defires, 
which, young as they were, had already made a 
very great progrefs in his heart. 

He made no farther difcovery of them that night 
however,but early the next morning went in fearch 
of the brother of his adorable; and having found 
him, after a very Ihort prelude, acquainted him, 
that the bufinefs he came upon was love ; that, 

though 
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though he had feen his charming fifter but once, 
he had for her ail the paffion a man could be pof- 
fefTed of ; — that his life would henceforward be 
a burthen to him, if not bleffed with the hopes of 
pafling it with her ; and concluded with conjuring 
him by all their friendship to introduce him to her, 
if her heart was not already engaged, and to fa- 
vour his pretenfions with all the intereft nearnefs 
of blcod gave him in her. 

The propofa) was too advantageous for Sabina 
not to make her brother highly fatisfied .with ir, 
and he told her lover with the fame franknefa 
as he had declared himfelf, that nothing in the 
world he then knew of would be capable of afford- 
ing him to perfect a joy as 'o fee a union between^ 
two perfons fo dear to hirm 

He alfo aflured him,, that he had feveral tfmes 
talked to his fifter on the fubjed of marriage, and^ 
file had always anfwered him in fuch a manner^.. 
23 knowing her fincerity, and the confidence fhe 
had in him, made him pofltrve fhe had not yet 
entertained any thoughts of it, or given any man 
the leaft room to flatter himfelf fhe preferred hinv 
above others^. 

To this he added, that he would go directly t&- 
her lodgings, and prepare her to receive the ho- 
jnoiar of a vificfrom him that very afternoon. 

Luellin embraced, and thanked him in 
terms which teftifled the fervency of this paffion ; 
and after having, according to the cufrom of lovers,., 
athoufand times over renewed his intreaties that he 
would be zealous in his caufc, and appointed the 
place where he fhould meet about the hour of tea>- 

drinking^, 
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drinking, took his leave with a heart full of the 
moft flattering ideas of a fpeedy fuccefs in his 

defires. 

The brother of Sabina, on the other hand, had 
never undertaken an office more pleafing to him j 
and not doubting but the affair would be eafily 
accompli flied, as there was not the leaft exception 
could be made, either as to the family, fortune, 
character, or perfonal accompli foments of Luellin, 
gave himfelf not fomuch trouble as to furni/h him- 
fclf previoufly with arguments to convince her of 
what he imagined (he would have fenfe enough 
to diflinguifh without the help of perfuafion. 

In this opinion he went to her apartment, where 
finding her at breakfaft, in a loofe difhabille. — 
" I am glad, laid he, I am come before you are 
iC dreft, for I expect you will equip yourfelf in the 
64 moft becoming manner you can, in order to rivet 
"mo-re ftrongly -thofe chains you have already 
" thrown over a heart I take upon me to reconi- 
6C mend to your acceptance." 

She looked earneftly at. him as he finifhed thefe 
words, and finding a mixture of ferioufnefs and 
gaiety in his countenance, knew not well how to 
underftand the meaning of what he fa id, or in 
what manner to anfwer,; but after a fhort paufe, 
" You are either in a very merry humour this 
" morning, replied fhe, and talk in this fafliion 
" merely to divert yourfelf, or elfe you want to 
" prove that vanity in me, of which laft night you 
" accufed our whole fex : if it be the former, I 
ic fhall be ready to join in any thing that gives you 
<c pleafure ; but if the latter, mutt allure you, I fhall 
cc never think that heart worthy of my acceptance, 
'* that is to be gained or preferved by outward 
"(hew." " Perfectly 
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cc Perfectly well judged indeed, my dear 
<c fifter, replied he ; but I expected no lefa from you, 
* 6 and fpoke as I did only to give you an opportunity 
€i of teftifying that good fenfe, which can never 
" fail both of engaging and making happy whoever 
< c ycu defue to make To. — I hope alfo, continued 
<c he, growing yet more grave, it will fo direcl your 
** choice as to eftablifh alafting felicity for yourfelf." 



After fhe had anfwered this compliment in 
terms fuitable to the occafion, he told* her, he 
thought it was now time to think on marriage, 
and that the perfon he fbould introduce that af- 
ternoon, had all the qualifications that a woman 
could %\(h to find in a partner for life. — He pro- 
ceeded to inform her, that he had begun an ac- 
quaintance with him in Italy, that they had lived 
in the greateft intimacy ever fince. " Not a fecret in 
" either of our hearts, faid he, but what each com- 
" muuicated to the other; I mud therefore be al- 
<c lowed to be a competent judge of his principles, 
" honour, fortune, and every thing belonging to 
" him, and can venture to afTure you, all are iuch 
" as merit the love and efteem of as many as 
** have the pleafure of knowing him." 

Such a character from a mouth which fhe 
knew was incapable of deceiving her, rendered her 
more ferious than fhe would otherwife have been 
at a propofal of this nature, and {he feemed to 
relifh it with as much fati^fa£tion as was becoming 
of her, or could be hoped for from a young lady 
of her ftricvt modefty. 

In fine, the brother had all the reafon in the 
world to believe his negotiation would be crowned 
with the fuccefs he wifhed, and that he had in- 
fpired her with a prepofieffion in favour of this 
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new lover, which wanted nothing but the fight 
of him to be ripen'd into pailion. 

It is probable indeed his conjectures would 
not have deceived him, had he not unhappily de- 
ftroy'd all he had been doing, by mentioning the 
name and country of the perfon he recommended ; 
an error he could not be aware of, as he was wholly 
ignorant of that only weaknefs which his filler had 
the misfortune to be guilty of. 

That aunt, with whom (he had been educated 
from her moft tender years, had, I know not on 
what account, a ftrong hatred to every one that 
came out of Wales, which (he was continually 
teftifying, in fpeaking of that whole people in moft 
contemptible, opprobrious, and even fcurrilous 
terms; by this means Sabina imbibed a prejudice 
againft them, which would not fuffer her to think 
there could pofiibly be any fuch thing as merit 
among them ; and (he no fooner heard her brother 
fay he was of that country, than all her late fweefc- 
nefs of behaviour was converted into fournefs and 
difdain, and (he cried out in a tone full of (corn 
and derifion, — u Heavens ! is it a Welchman of 
whomyou have been faying all thefefine things ?'* 

The brother was ftrangely furprized, as well 
he might, at a turn (o fudden, and which he was 
fo little able to comprehend ; but fhe foon unra- 
velled the myftery, by railing, in the fame man- 
ner (lie had been accuftomed to hear her aunt do, 
againft that country, and all the natives of it. 

It was in vain he reprefented to her the injuftice 
of having an averfion to the people of any parti* 
cular country ; — in vain he recited many exam- 
ples of great and worthy perfons, who were born 

eren 
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even in climates where they could lead have been 
-expe&ed, or that he endeavour' d with all his might 
to convince her, that Wales had many things to 
boaftof, beyond any other part of his majefty's do- 
minions ; — the prejudice was fix'd and inexorably 
rooted in her heart, nor could any thing he al- 
ledged, make the leafl: change in her fentiments. 

< ; WELLjfifter, faidheat laft, fincelfind myargu- 
*< ments have fo little weight with you, I /hall leave 
46 youtobeconvinced by yourown judgment, which 
" I am very certain will direct you better, when ©nee 
c< youaie acquainted with Luellin, whom,notwith- 
(C {landing allyour prejudiced fhallbringthisafter- 
^ c noon, and infift on your receiving him as my friend 
" at leaft. 

" Since you will oblige me to fee him, anfwer'd 
« fhe,decency compels me to treat him with civility, 
<c if you had lefs regard for him ; but this you may 
<c expett, nor ought to take it ill of me, that if he 
<c makes any declaration to meof the kind you men- 
<c tion, I fhall give him fuch a reply as will put a flop 
" to any future thoughts of me, and convince him, 
4C that I am determined, whatever be my fate, 
" never to wear a leek in my bofonC 

It is utterly impoflible to defcribe how much the 
young gentleman was aftonifhed and troubled to 
perceive fo obftinate a folly bad dominion over & 
fifter, whofe understanding till now he had a high 
idea of: — he doubted not, however, but the fight 
of Luellin, who isdefervedly accounted one of the 
rnoft handfome and heft-bred men of the age, 
would have the fame influence over her, as it had 
on all others who converfed with him. 

He therefore offer'd no more in oppofition to her 
humour, but flattering himfelf with the pleafure 

he 
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he (houltl afterwards have in rallying her on the 
change in her fentiments, took, his leave, with 
thanking her in an ironical way, though gravely, 
for the confederation fhe teftifled to have for him, 
in refolving to uie a Welchman well, becaufe he 
had a value for him. 

The full belief he had that an acquaintance 
with Luellin would make her of a quite different 
way of thinking, and intirely extirpate that ridi- 
culous prejudice which had been inftil.led into her 
againft all of his country, prevented him from 
acquainting Luellin with any thing that had pa fled 
between them on that fcore, and indeed gave him 
rather hopes of fuccefs, than the contrary ; a thing 
he afterwards veiv much repented of: but as he 
was deceived himfdf by a too good opinion of his 
fitter's underftanding and penetration, he could 
not be blamed for deceiving his friend. 

He only told him, that in cafe he found Sabina, 
at the fecond fight of her, worthy of thofe tender 
inclinations the fir ft had infpired him with, he 
thought it would not be proper for him, as fhe 
was of a temper extremely referved, to make any 
declaration of his fentiments on that head, til), by 
a repetition of his vifit, they ftxould become better 
acquainted. 

Tins feemed fo reafonable, that, all impatient 
as the lover was, he could not but approve of it, 
efpecially as the other affured him, that in the 
mean time he would labour for his intereft. 

It is certain, that the brother of Sabina advifed 
him to proceed in this manner, as he thought it 
would be the moft efFe&ual way of fucceeding in 
his wifhes ; becaufe, as he found the averfion fhe 
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had conceived againft all thofe of that country 
Luellin was, he imagined it mufl be fome little 
time before it could wear off ; or even in cafe file 
fhould be convinced of her error at firft f'gh't of 
him, fhe would then be afhamed to confefs it, and 
rarher chufe to do a violence to her own heart, 
than fuffer it to be faid fhe could fo eafily pafs 
from one extreme to another. 

What he thought on this fcore was truly 
nature; people do not care to acknowledge they 
have been to blame, and when they have appeared 
very tenacious in any point, fometimes are apt to 
perfift in it, after their reafon gives the lye to their 
tongue. 

He therefore acled for his friend in the moft 
prudent manner imaginable ; but, alas ! what wif- 
<Jom is fufficient to combat again ft prejudice ! 
Sabina could not but confefs her lover was a 
very handfome and accomplished perfon, yet the 
thoughts of his being Welch, prevented any good 
quality (he found in him from making an impref- 
fion in her mind in favour of his hopes. 

She performed her promife to her brother in- 
deed, and received him with civility; but her 
behaviour was (o diftanr, and all fbe faid accom- 
panied with fuch a gloomy referve, as might eafily 
fhew any one, who was the leaft acquainted with 
her temper, how little (he was pleafed with his 
company, 

LUELLIN, however, was not unhappy 
enough to difcover it; and imputing that extra- 
ordinary fhynefs he could not help obferving in 
her merely to her modefty, propofed to her bro- 
ther feveral parties of pleafure for them three; but 
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(he abfolutely declined making one in any o" 
them. — When he mentioned Ombre, ihe faid (he 
hated cards ; — if taking a little excurlion out of 
town, a country ramble was her averfion ; — Ra- 
nelagh gave her the vapours ; — Vauxhail-gardens 
were too cold ; — the fireworks at Cuper's were 
/hocking; the feafon for plays was over for polite 
people > — and a concert always made her melan- 
choly. 

Besides all this, her refufals were given in a 
manner, which had fo much of difdam in it, as 
made her brother bite his lips with vexation, and 
occafioned him to (horten his vifit, very much to 
the difTatisfattion of the other, who, in fpite of the 
coldnefs, and indeed ill-natuie of Sabina, thought 
her more charming at this fecond interview, than 
he had done at the fir ft, and confequently was 
more in love than ever. 

The brother, to avoid entering into any difcourfe 
with him on a topic which he could not anfwer to, 
without either deceiving or giving pain to his 
friend, pretended an engagement, and parted from 
him the moment they left Sabina's lodgings. 

As he had a very fincere friendfhip for Luellio, 
and the moil tender regard for the welfare of his 
filler, to find (he was likely to continue refra&ory 
to what afforded fo great a profpe& of happineis 
10 her, rendered him extremely uneafy and per- 
plexed.— Early the next morning he went to her 
again, and after having taken the privilege of a 
brother in condemning her conduct, and the 
foolifh prepofTeflion which had occafioned it, th« 
little efficacy he found that had on her, made him. 
once more have recourfe to the arguments he be- 
fore had urged, and endeavour to reafbn her out 
F 2 of' 
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of a prejudice, which had not the leaft foundation 
in truth, or common fenfe. 

But had this gentleman been endued with the 
eloquence of an angel, all he had faid would have 
been lo(t on the perverfe, the obftinate Sabina. — - 
Equa ly deaf to his remonitrances and perfuafions, 
aii he could get from her was, an intreaty to per- 
ilcute her no more with any difcourfe on fo dif- 
agreeable a (ubject, and to beg he would not take 
it ill, that, in this, fhe never could be brought 
10 acquielce with his opinion. 

On his afking her, it fhe found any thing dis- 
agreeable, either in the perfon or converfation of 
Luellin, (he replied, that fhe could not but allow 
he washandfome, genteel, had both wit and good 
breeding; but, notwithstanding ail this, as he was 
Welch, he was her averfion. 

In fine, there was no prevailing on her to re- 
ceive a fecond vifit ; and fhe protefted folemnly 
that fhe would never be troubled with him any 
more ; adding, " If you had that real affection for 
<c me you pretend, and as I might expeel from a 
*< brother, you would be far from defiring I fhould 
4C put fo great a conftraint upon myfelf, as to treat 
* c civilly, or even to fit in company with, a man of 
*- his country." 

In anfwer to this peremptory refufal, he could 
not help telling her,, that he was forry he had been 
deceived in the good opinion he had of her under^ 
landing ; -- that he blufhed for her folly, and that 
from this time forward, he fhould look upon her 
■as utterly unworthy the happinefs (he reje&ed. 

Such cruel words from a brother fhe tenderly 
loved} made her burft into tears 3 but he was in 
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reality too angry with her to be at all moved by 
them, and flung out of the room, without even 
turning his eyes on her. 

LUELLIN, who little fufpe&ed his misfortune, 
had been in fearch of his dear friend and confident, 
while he was with his fitter, and not finding him 
at home, went to every place where they bad been 
ufed to meet; but the other not knowing what 
to fay to him, fo induihioufly avoided him, that it 
was three or four days before he could fee him. 

This made him imagine, that all was not fo 
right as he at flrft bad flattered himfelf with •, that 
either the brother did not fmcerely approve of his 
alliance, or that Sabina herfelf was. againft it. — 
Impatient to be convinced, he went to his lodgings, 
and waited there till he came home, though it 
was late at night. 

The brother of Sabina was a little fur prized 
to find him there, and, not very well prepared 
how to behave on this occalion, could neither 
d ny that he had purpofely fhunned him, nor the 
mo ive of his doing fp. 

He let him into part of the averfion his fide- 
had conceived againft Wales, and owned he feared 
his being of that country would be an objection 
not eafy to be removed ; but as he did not let him 
into the whole of the contempt (he was poflTtfll-d 
of, nor all the difcourfe they had together on that 
fubj\'<S, the lover ftill retained fome hopes of get- 
ting over the difficulty. 

After a great deal of talk on the affair, \t 

was agreed between them, that Luellin fhould 

write to her ; and, at the fame time that he de- 

F 3 clared 
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clared his paflion, gave a hint that he was not 
ignorant his country was fo unhappy as to be dif- 
Jiked by her ; and an afliirance, that if he fhould 
be fo fortunate to fucceed in his pretentions, he 
never would defire her to fet a foot in Wales, nor 
would be there himfelf, but live with her either 
in London, or in any other place /he fhould make 
choice of. 

This being refolved upon, the brother took 
upon him to be the bearer, and alfo once more to 
exert all the intereft he had with her, in the behalf 
of the author, the truly devoted Luellin, as he fub- 
icribed himfelf at the bottom of this amoroua epiftle- 

So faithful was he in the caufe of his friend, 
that he not only performed the promife he had 
made him, but alfo gave fo high a character of him, 
and the advantages would accrue to their family 
by an alliance with him, to all their kindred, that 
Sabina could fee none of them, without hearing 
fomething of the merits of Luellin, and how hap- 
py (he might be with him : to all which (lie re- 
turned much the fame anfwers fhe had given her 
brother, and fometimes with more fharpnefs. 

That gentleman, however, had the hardeft 
talk to prevail with her to hear him read the let- 
ter he brought to her; for all he could fay was 
ineffectual to make her look upon it herfelf. And 
what in the end did all his endeavours avail ? Be- 
fore he had well concluded, fhe fnatched the pa- 
per out of his hand, tore it, and damped it on the 
floor. 

A second quarrel now arofe between them 
on this fcore ; — he left her in a very great pa/lion, 
and went no more to vifit her ; but her other re- 
lations 
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lations (till continued to argue with her in favour 
of Luellin, though to no manner of purpofe, un- 
lefs it were to give her greater opportunities of 
difcovering her obilinacy in this point. 

LUEL LIN in the mean time, to whom the 
brother was now obliged to relate the whole truth, 
in order to cure him of a paffion which he was 
now convinced would never be returned, could 
not be perfuaded to defift ; and as there was no> 
poflibility of bringing her to receive another vilit 
from him, purfued her to church, watched her 
wherever flie went, and would not be hindered 
from fpeaking to her in what place foever he faw 
her, or whatever company was with her, though 
the refpeclful compliments he made her were 
never anfwered but with flights, and frequently 
with affronts. 

At laft, quite tired out with the perfecutions 
me received on all fides, flie went privately into 
the country, acquainting no one perfon in tne 
world, but a fervant who attended her, with the 
place of her retirement. 

Her brother and all her friends were very much 
troubled at her abfconding in this manner ; but 
the paflionate Luellin was inconfolable : — (b truly 
did his faithful heart refent this ufage, that ?c 
threw him into a high fever, out of which he was 
not without great difficulty recovered. 

It is not to be doubted, but that great inqui- 
ries were made after the fair fugitive; but flie had 
taken fuch precautions as to render fruitlefs all en- 
deavours for that purpofe, nor did any body hear 
the leaft word from her ? till they had intelligence 
F 4 fram 
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*rom herfelf, of what at firft filled them with afto- 
nifhment, and vzxy fcon afterwards with grief. 

This young lady, to amufe herfelf as well as 
ihe could in an abfence from all her kindred, and 
tnofe others (he had been accuftomed to converfe 
with, went to all the little diverfions the place (he 
was in afforded : at one of thefe rural entertain- 
ments, flie happened to h\\ into the company of a 
"Soung gentleman, who told her he had left London 
for a time, merely to fhun the follicitations he 
was plagued with, to marry a perfon for whom 
he could have no inclination. 

This parity, as fhe thought, of circumftances, 
made her conceive a kind of good>will for him, 
which, on his addreffing her, as he icon did, on 
a more tender fcore, grew up into a kind of an 
affection. 

She was fo free as to tell him fhe came into the 
country on the fame account as he did ; and alfo to 
acquaint him with her real name and family, which 
till then fhe had difguifed under a fictitious one. 

Whether he at firft intended this as a ferious 
affair, or only to divert himfeK, is uncertain ; 
but it is not To that after he knew who fhe was, 
he left nothing unfaid, or undone, that he thought 

might engage her. 

NoT'trnt, as fhe has fince declared, fhe was ab- 
solutely in love with him ; but fhe faw nothing 
where fhe was, befide himfelf, that fcemed a fit 
companion for her: — he pretended an extremity 
of paffion hr her, and that he had an eftate Su- 
perior to what her forune could expect ; and all 
this joined with the confideration of filencing any 
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overtures that might be made by her friends in the 
behalf of Luellin, or any other fhe might happen 
equally to diflike, prevailed on her to liften to the 
proposals of this new lover with a favourable ear, 
and at length to give herfelf and fortune intirely 
to him. 

In fine, without confulting one friend, with- 
out the leaft inquiry into his character and cir- 
cumftances, or without any fettlement or provi- 
fion, fhe married him, and in a few days after 
came up a bride to London, to the furprize, as I 
have already faid, of all that knew her. 

As her hufband's affairs were not immediately 
difcovered, the difinterefted part of her acquain- 
tance paid their compliments of congratulation ; 
but thofe of her kindred and intimate friends, 
efpecially her brother, could not approve of her 
having taken fo precipitate a ftep, and were \Qiy 
fearful of the event. 

< But, not to prolong the narrative beyond what 
is necefiary, the unhappy Sabina had not been 
married a month before ihe found her whole for- 
tune was obliged to go for the payernent of her 
hufband's deb's ; — that it had been really to avoid 
his c e'itors, not a difcgreeable match, as he had 
pretended to her, that brought, him to that part 
of the country, where it was her ill fortune to 
become his prey ; — and that he neiiher w.is in 
poiTeflion of, nor ever had been, or was born to 
inherit a ftngle foot of land, but had always lived 
a loofe idle life ; and in fine, was looked upon, 
and in effect was no other, than a common lhar- 
per of the town. 

F 5 Difficult 
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Difficult would it be for me to reprefent 
the miferies of her condition, which were rendered 
yet more fevere by the confcioufnefs of having, 
in fome meafure, merited them by a folly which 
fhe could now find no excufe for. 

After having lived for about half a year with 
a hufband which {lie could no longer have the 
leait regard for, and from whom, befides the 
deception he had been guilty of to her, fhe re- 
ceived only ill ufage, and experiencing all the 
vexations of reproaches from abroad, and want at 
home, {he at laft got rid of him: — he quitted 
her, and went to France, in queft, as it is fup- 
pofed, of new adventures* 

This fine, gay, obftinate lady now is glad to 
accept of a contribution made by her friends for 
fupporting her in a mean, plain way, vifited by 
few, refpcled yet by fewer, and carefted by none : 
{lie has leifure to reflect upon and regret the un- 
happy prepofTeflion, which made her fo induftri- 
oufly fly the good Heaven proffer'd, in a wealthy, 
generous, and accomplifhed man, and throw her- 
ielf into the arms of an abandoned villain and im- 
poftor. 

Had that aunt been living who had infpired 
her with fo fatal a prepofTeffion, fhe would doubt- 
lefs have repented her of it ; but death, fome time 
before Luellin had commenced his fuit, prevented 
her differing any thing, either from remorfe within 
herfelf, or from the reproaches of others. 

But while I truly commiferate the fate of Sa- 
bina, I cannot forbear accufing Luellin of want 
of judgment, in perfifiing in his fuit, after being 
acquainted with the obftinate prepofleflion of his 
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miftrefs. — In my mind, it is a kind of Quixotifm, 
for merit to combat againft prejudice. — In vain 
does beauty, wit, bravery, virtue, courage, or 
every other excellent qualification, that nature, 
joined with education, can beftow, oppofe itfeif 
againft the fails of" that ftupid windmill in the 
brain ; and though the poet fays, 

" The brave and virtuous conquer difficulties^ 
" By daring to oppofe them ; " 

yet I am of opinion, that great author thought 
not of prejudice when he wrote thofe lines, fince 
that is a difficulty not to be furmounted by any 
fervices, any defervings, nor even any confedera- 
tions of felf-intereft whatfoever ; but is, at the 
fame time, an enemy to the happinefs of the per- 
fon who harbours it, as much, if not more, than 
to thofe who vainly endeavour to overcome it. 

As for Luellin, however, he recovered of his 
fever, and his paffion at the fame time; and foon 
after had the good fortune to be married to a 
young lady of great merit herfelf, and truly fen- 
ftble of his, with whom he now lives in all the 
happinefs tne world can give. 

I heartily wiflh, that examples of the ill 
confequences attending an unreafonable prejudice 
were lefs frequent > but I fear there are few^ into 
whofe hands this piece may fail, who will not 
rather think it too common a cafe to be inferted, 
than too extraordinary to be believed. 

Many, indeed, may lau^h at the unfortunate 
Sabina, and plume themfelves on a fuperior un- 
derfranding, which enables them to' avoid either a 
too great attachment, or too great an averfion for 
any particular place, or the aative of it, and cry, 
F 6 « They 
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** They wonder the woman could be fo infatu- 
" ated ! — There certainly are worthy and unwor- 
*' thy perfons born in all climates !" And yet thefe 
very perfons, who talk in this manner, are, per- 
haps, no lefs biafled than the lady they condemn, 
though on different fubje&s. 

If we could be fenfible that ftrong liking or 
diiliking we feel within ourfelves was prejudice, 
that very fenfibility would go a great way towards 
curing us of it ; but the mifchief, as I have already 
obferved, but cannot too often repeat, is, that 
we miflake the mod blind partiality for the moil 
quick-eyed judgment, and think every body in 
the wrong who does not fee as we do. 

It is therefore the bufinefs of all who could wifli 
to think or act like rational creatures, on the firit 
emotions of an inclination to favour or disfavour 
any particular perfon or thing, to afk themfelves 
the queftion, Why they do fo ? — to examine 
nicely into the merits of the caufe, and weigh 
them in the fcale of reafon. — How would then 
what feems moft ponderous often be found Jio-ht 
as air, and that which appears but of a feathery 
fubftance, prove of more weight than gold ! 

Without this we never can be fure of form- 
ing a right judgment, or be capable of acting with 
even common juftice. 

" Juftice, the queen of virtues !" 

(fays our excellent Waller, in one cf his moral 
and inftru&ive poems) 

" From our comple&ion we are chafte or brave ; 
" But this from reafon, and from Heaven wchave, 
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« All other virtues dwell but in the blood ; 

« This in the foul, and gives the name of good !" 

Would not one think that man was mad, 
who fhould go all his life in leading-ftrings ; yet 
what is it cl(& to adhere to any thing in age, merely 
becaufe we were taught it in our youth ? 

I am very fenfible, however, that all that can 
be faid by me, or any one elfe, on this fubje£r> 
would have as little efficacy as preaching to the 
winds and waves. — There is no turning the im- 
petuous tide of prejudice. It bears down every 
thing before it, and overflows all the boundaries 
of reafon. 

But wherefore has it this mighty force? — 
Why, by giving way to it at firfh By fuffering 
our nobler faculties to be immerged in its bottom- 
lefs depth, for want of taking a little pains in the 
exertion of them. 

Difficult it is to prevail on young perfons 
to apply themfelves ferioufly to an examination of 
themfelves, I mean their paflions and inclina- 
tions : they are, for the moft part, too volatile to 
fix the mind in that ft ate of reflection which is ab- 
folutely neceffary to accomplifh fo great a work ; 
and thofe who are arrived at a more advanced 
age, are generally too obftinate and too proud, to 
recede from an opinion they have for a long time 
entertained. 

It is not, therefore, fo much the perfons who 
are prejudiced, as thofe who, like the aunt of 
Sabina, infpire that prejudice, on whom the 
blame lies of all the ills anting from it. 

I WOULD 
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I would, therefore, methinks, fain prevail on 
thofe who unhappily are governed by prejudice, 
to keep it fo far to themfelves, as not by example,, 
or precept, to render others guilty of the fame ; 
to let the young and unbiafTed mind take its own 
bent (excepting always in matters of religion and 
morality) and let reafon freely operate. The 
Almighty has given every one a fufficient fhare 
of that divine emanation to direct them to fome 
true judgment of the things of this world, or at 
leaft, fo far as relates to their own affairs, or the 
good of fociety in general. 

As thefe lucubrations are intended for the good 
of the public, and the advice contained in them 
flows from a fincere heart, and the warrntft wifhes 
for the true happinefs and innate peace of all my 
fellow-creatures, I flatter myfelf there is nothing 
I have urged on this head will give offence to any. 

And now having faid as much as I think pro- 
per, or can ventuie to do, tho' infinitely ihort of 
fo copious a fubjecl:, I (hail take my leave of it at 
prefent, and proceed to another too predominant, 
though a lefs univerfal error, and which has been, 
and ever will be, the occafion of much difquiet to 
thofe guilty of ir, as well as thofe who may happen 
to be piqued by it. 

There is nothing requires a greater delicacy 
of fentiment and expreflion, than what we call 
raillery ; and a perfon inuft. be very polite indeed, 
who knows how to pra£tife it, fo as not to give 
offence. 

The difference between ridicule and raillery 
is {q very fmall, that the one is often mifraken for 
the other. The latter, therefore, ought never to 

be 
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be attempted but by people of fine tafte, nor played 
off but on thofe equally qualified to return it ; 
and as it has alio fame diftant affinity to fatire, 
fhould never have for its fubjecl: matters of too 
ferious a nature. What expofes any thing we 
wi/h to have concealed, though it may be done 
with an air of pleafantry, Jeaves a fting behirid it 
which is not eafily forgiven, and will be taken for 
ridicule, whether meant as fuchor not. 

RAILLERY is always perfonal, — ridicule 
ought never to be fo ; and whenever the former is 
fevere enough to have any tindlure of the latter, 
it becomes grofs, and deferves being refented as 
an affront. 

As fo few, therefore, are capable of giving or 
receiving it in a proper manner, and fo many pre- 
cautions are necefiary to be taken concerning it, 
it would be well if the humour were banifh'd out 

of converfation entirelv. 

j 

I know it is generally look'd upon as an agree- 
able method both of whetting and (hewing wit ; 
and for that reafon, all who either have, or ima- 
gine they have, a talent that way, are extremely 
fond of exerting it. There is a faying much in the 
mouths of the vulgar, which is, " fuch a one had 
<c rather loofe his friend than his jc(l," and I am 
afraid too many, indeed, are of this mind \ but 
how confonant fuch a difpofition is, either with 
prudence or good-nature, I leave the mofi reafon- 
able part of the world to determine. 

To be merry ourfelves, or make fport for 
other?, on the errors or miftakes of our friend or 



companion, is certainly very unkind; — but if our 
jeft is on the defects or infirmities of his perfon, 

it 

Hosted by GOOgk 



136 The F E M A L E book 21. 

it is cruel to the laft degree; — and if on his 
misfortune, monftroufly ungenerous and bafe. — 
Yet thefe are the topics which fome would-be 
wits make choice of for the entertainment of the 
company they are in, who, perhaps, are diverted 
at the expence of one, who has it not in his 
power to return the infult, though he is fenfibly 
affefted with it. 

None but thofe who feel the ftab a piquant 
reflection fometimes gives, can know to pity the 
pain of it; — yet if you reproach the perfon who 
inflicls it, he will tell you, he was only in jeft, 
and fpoke as he did to excite a little laughter ; fo 
that the moft cruel treatment that can be, pafFes 
for innocent chearfulnefs, and good humour, for- 
getting what Cowley fays, 

4< There is a fort of fmile, 

ct Which worfe than anger does revile." 

I know nothing in effecT: that flicks longeron 
the mind than a bitter farcafm, efpecially when 
eonfcious of it? having fome foundation in truth. 
But you will fay this is not raillery. — I grant it 
is ridicule, — it is invecYive; yet it is that which, 
with people of narrow under/landings, pafTes f< r 
raillery, and as fuch is excufed, if not applauded. 

I believe nobody will deny, but that the 
French excel in this branch of the art of conver- 
fation all the nations in the world ; yet the abbe 
d-e Bellegarde advifes his pupil to be very fparing 
of his wit that way. 

" Nothin-g, fays that excellent inRruclor of 
" youth, more (hews the quicknefs of the penius 
" than a genteel raillery ; yet if it be not directed 
u with great judgment, it degenerates into grofs- 
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44 nefs, and turns to the ridicule, not fo much in- 
*< deed on the per Ton levell'd at in it, as on him 

fi who pracYifes it. 

" When you would give a Ioofe to pleafantry 
a of this fort, the character of the perfon you 
" would rally, as well as the topic (or raillery, 
,c ought to be well confulted : — to take this li- 
" berty with one who is your fuperior, is info- 
<c lence ; with one too much beneath you, de- 
" means yourfelf : — with perfons far advanced 
" in years, or with thofe of a melancholy confti- 
cc lution, it is abfurd ; and with ladies, a freedom 
u which favours too much of indecency. 

" As your fentiments are gay, to rally well, 
u your expreflions mufi; be fo too, yet accom- 
" panied with a certain foftnefs, which will render 
" what you fay tickling>not wounding,to the heart. 

" It is a happy talent, to know how to rally 
ct in fuch a manner, as while you divert the com- 
" pany with afFe&ing a feverity on fome particular 
" action or humour of any one, what has the ap- 
" pearance of a farcafm at firft hearing, fhall be 
" found, when confidered, thehigheft praife could 
" be given. 

" Monsieur de Saintonge excels this way as 
C( much as any man I know. He was one day in 
" company with the count de Buffy, and fome 
" others, when on fome occafion that nobleman 
u faid, he wondered any one could be covetous. 
" How, my lord, cried Saintonge immediately, 
<c can you befurprized at that in others, when yoi 
cc are fo notorioufly guilty of it yourfelf? — Is not 
" your lordfhip the mod covetous man in the world, 
" who, not content with all the fine eftates you have 

" in 
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u in France, are continually purchafing more in 
** the Blue Plains ? — Do not you lend your money 
cc at more than cent, per cent, intereft above, and 
cc are not your levees every day crouded with the 
u lame and the blind, and all kind of miserable 
* c people for that purpofe?" 

<c This was a kind of raillery which delighted 
" all that heard it, and was the greateft compli- 
€t ment could be paid to the count, who, every 
<c one knows, is an almofl: inimitable pattern of 
cc charity and benevolence. 

" But few there are who have a genius and 
" happy turn of thought and expreflion adapted 
u to give all the pleafure of raillery, and at the 
" fame time avoid any of its inconveniencies ; and 
" even thofe who have, fhould take care not to 
" ufe it too frequently, left they fhould be fuf- 
" peeled as incapable of being ferious." 

The fame author alfo, in another celebrated 
piece of his, intitled " The Government of the 
Tongue," has this maxim : 

" Never begin to fp?2k without firft confider- 
(i ing to whom you fpeak, in what manner you 
<c will fpeak, and wherefore you are to fpeak ; 
ct for words, like arrows, fhould never be thrown 
" out, unlefs directed to th§ mark propofed by 
" them. 

ci Whoever has fire and vivacity without 
C( judgment, rides a young horfe without a bridle, 
<€ and is fure of being plunged into innumerable, 
<c difficulties and dangers : correct therefore the 
" one, till your having attained the other is tin- 
€c queftionably confirmed ; and chufe rather to be 

" taken. 
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cc taken for a man too dull and phlegmatic, than 
" for a vain trifler, who talks of things he knows 
<c not the confequence of." 

I would not have any one imagine, that I 
have quoted the above author, becaufe I think 
there are none of our Englifh ones have faid as 
good things on the occafion : I have only done it 
to (hew, that though raillery is fo much in vogue 
among the French, that no one is accounted qua- 
lified for polite converfation without it, yet the 
wife and thinking part of that nation are for pre- 
fcribing fo many limits to it, as, if obferved, muft 
of neceflity render it lefs praclifed even there. 

The true genius of the EngliCh nation is of a 
quite different turn: — deliberate and fedate, — 
rather wife than witty, a.;d naturally more ferious 
than gay : — Raillery, therefore, is not our pro- 
vince, and the affectation of it fits but aukwardly 
upon us, 

A certain noble duke, now deceafed, had, 
perhaps, as great a talent for genteel raillery as any 
man that lived ; yet a lady of the court, at that 
time a celebrated beauty, could never be prevail'd 
upon to forgive his writing thefe lines upon her : 

< c Belinda's fparkling wit and eyes 
" United caff, fo fierce a light, 

tc As quickly flafhes, quickly dies, 
" Wounds not the heart, but burns the fight* 

" Love is all gentlenefs, all joy; 
" Smooth are his looks, and foft his pace : 

cc Her Cupid is a blackguard boy, 
" That runs his link full in your face." 

We women do not like the impreflion we make 
fliouid be eafily erafed i and therefore I cannot 

think 
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think it ftrange this lady fhould conceive a Jafting 
refentment againft a- nobleman, whofe reputation 
for wit made every thing he advanced pafs for 
orthodox with all he converfed with, or who knew 
any thing of him. 

It is certain her charms had no efftc~l on him, 
or that the defire he had of mortifying her vanity 
overcame all the admiration he might have of her 
other good qualifications. I do not pretend to 
be enough miltrefs of that fecret biftory, to relate 
the motives of his writing that poem ; I can only 
fay, that whatever was the occafion, it was more 
farcaflic than could be expected from a perfon of 
his Grace's known good-nature ; and that when 
he could put pen to paper on fuch a fubjec"t, his 
fatirical humour prevailed over that refpeifc and 
foftnefs with which at other times he was ac- 
cuftomed to treat the ladies. 

But when people, without one grain of wit, 
humour, or even common fenfe, fhall pretend to 
{ay fmart things, and vent their little malice, or 
perhaps envy, of fome fuperior qualification, and 
call it raillery, I would fain have thofe who are 
witneiTes of fuch a behaviour examine ftri£lly imo 
it ; and then, I am very certain, a great many of 
thofe infidious reflections, which are thrown out 
with an air of pleafantry, and afford mirth to the 
hearers, would be found fuch as demand the utmoft 
contempt and indignation from all who have in 
reality any underftanding or foftnefs of temper, 

I do not fay, that all the infinuations thrown 
out, proceed from any latent view of doing mif- 
chief to the perfon they are levelled at, under the 
ihew of raillery: there are fome people, who in 
their hearts wifli no hurt to anybody, yet do a 
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great deal without knowing it, merely to acquire- 
the reputation of being very arch, as they call it; 
which is, by a great many in the world, looked 
upon as the fame thing as being very witty, 

I would therefore have all who are inno- 
cent of this crime in the intention, beware how 
they become gwilty of it through inadvertency. 
The want of thought creates many mifchiefs 
among mankind, and this is the reafon that none 
ought to fpeak, till they have firft reflected on 
every thing that may poflibly be the confequence of 
what they fpeak. 

The fcripture tells us, that the tongue is an 
unruly member, and common experience may 
convince us, that there is nothing which is more 
capable of bringing on all kinds of evils, diftur- 
bances, and heart-burnings among fociety. 

To this the advocates for raillery may poffibly 
alledge, that as the perfon levelled at, is always 
prefent, they may have an opportunity of return- 
ing it in kind, if tru:, or vindicating themielves, 
if the contrary. 

They muft, liowever, either know, or con- 
fiJer, human nature very little, who argue in fuch 
a manner. Some indeed will, doubtlefs, behave 
according to this fuppofition : but there are others 
again, who when pertly attacked, may want furB- 
cient fpirit, or prefence of mind, in that inftant, 
to make a proper reply ; and fo ..fuffer themfelves 
to be laughed out of countenance. Nor is this 
the word of it; by this bailifulnefs, which, as I 
(aid before, all people cannot avoid, the jeft upoji 
them is very likely to be believed to have fome- 
what, more in it than it has in reality, aad does a 

mifchief 
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mifchief perhaps, without the author intending or 
deiiring it fhouid. 

The greateft evils often fpring from the moft 
minute beginnings, and it would be a lading trou- 
ble on the mind of any perfon who has the leaft 
fenfe of juftice or good nature to find, that by hav- 
ing let fall fome inadvertent expreflion, and utterly 
without defign, he had been the occafion of de- 
ftroying the happinefs, or good fame, of another. 

That this has been the cafe, I could produce 
many inftances, which have happened in the com- 
pafs of my own knowledge and obfer-vation, as a 
mere citizen of the world, exclufive of my Spe&a- 
torial capacity ; but I think it would be altogether 
needlefs to recite any of them, becaufe it is a truth 
which every one's experience may demonftrate, 
without the aid of argument, or other proof, than 
what they may furnifh to themfelves. 

But, notwithstanding all I have faid againft 
raillery, 1 am heartily vexed when I fee people 
behave fo as to render themfelves fit fubjecls, not 
only for that, but for the fevered fatire that can 
be thrown againft them. I mean, when they 
pretend to make a ferious matter of refentment of 
things intended only for fport. But it is even 
more ridiculous, as well as unjuft, when thofe 
who lay hold of every occafion to laugh at their 
neighbours, are not able to fupport, with any degree 
of moderation, the leaft liberty of that kind taken 
with any thing belonging to themfelves. 

Yet there are fuch unreafonable mortals in the 
world ; but as I judge them too incorrigible, and 
too proud to regard any admonitions from a Female 
Cenfor, I (hall leave them to be corrected by the 
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perpetual broils and difquiets, fuch a difpofition of 
mind muft of courfe involve them in, while they 
continue to be of it. 

As to thofe whofe more referved tempers keep 
them from ever defcending to any difcourfe which 
feems to them light and trifling, though it muft be 
owned, that nothjngcan be more ill-judged, than 
to treat them with it; yet, when I fee them in- 
flamed with paflion, and ready to quarrel with the 
perfon that offers it, I always think there is more 
reafon to blufh for the extravagant aufterity of the 
one, than the imprudence of the other. 

Of this unhappy temper was the late Mr. 
Dennis, who, though a good poet, a much better 
critic, and a man of great learning and excellent 
fenfe in other things, was fo weak, as not to en- 
dure any converfation that was not ftri&Iy ferious. 
A pun, a quibble, or conundrum, were more ter- 
rible to him than a cannon-ball: — the leaft at- 
tempt toward raillery, though not aimed at him- 
felf, was ready to throw him into a fever, and he 
could not reftrain himfelf even from abufing thofe 
who diicovered a propenfity that way. 

This rendered him a companion but for a 
very few ; — greatly lefTened that love and refpect 
which were due to his good qualities ; and occa- 
fioned many farcafms upon him. — Mr. Pope, 
among others, exercifed his fatiric talent in thefe 
lines, which being accounted very piclurefque, I 
fhall tranfcribe : 

<c Appius reddens at each word you fpeak, 

" And flares tremendous with a threatening eye, 
" Like fome fierce tyrant in old tapeftry. 

It was certainly a humour in him very unwor- 
thy of his ehara&erj for though one cannot really 
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approve of a thoufand impertinencies one fome- 
times hears in company, it would be particulari- 
zing one's felf too much, to difcover any uneafi- 
nefs at them. 

Nay, though one fhould find one's felf fingled 
out to be the butt of the mod grofs, and even 
impudent of all that can bear the name of raillery, 
it would be ftill the greateft mark of discretion, 
not to appear offended at it. The Italians have 
a proverb, " that the more you laugh, the lefs 
" you will be laughed at." 

Besides, to feem to take no notice of an in- 
fult this way, is the fure means of being revenged 
without either pain or trouble to one's felf: who- 
ever is brutal enough to cffer it, and finds it pafles 
with impunity, will imagine that every thing is 
permitted to him, and that he may fay and do as 
he pleafes, and in that preemption give himfelf 
fuch a latitude, as without being a prophet one 
may foretel, will fooner or lat-r meet with its 
due correction from fome one or oth.r, who has 
as little prudence as himfelf. 

Since, then, to refent where there is the great- 
eft caufe for it, is not to be permitted, how mail 
we excufe thofe to whom every little pleafantry, 
every bon mot, as the French term ir, (hall give 
offence ? — Certainly there is nothing can be fa' id 
in behalf of fuch a behaviour, and the perfon guilty 
of it, merits the keeneft ridicule in the room of 
raiileiy. 

But, after all, is it not better to avoid /hew- 
ino- one's wit, in a way, which, with all the pre- 
cautions we can take, will be the occafion of dif- 
quiet to fome weak minds, and create us enemies 
of others? I allow 
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I allow, indeed, that where a felec! compary 
are met, — where all are of the fame way of 
thinking, — all harmony, vivacity, good f.-nfe, 
and good humour, a round of wit played off from 
one to another, will very agreeably pafs away an 
hour, and be a delightful relaxation from more 
ferious avocations. 

But I need not fay, how difficult fuch a con- 
grefs is to be found among us ; — were it lefs fo, 
tne fubjecl: would probably not have been taken 
notice of in thefe lucubrations. 

We have the authority of one of the very bed 
and moft knowing among our ancient poets, to 
afFure us of this truth. Thefe are his words: 

" Mens' tempers more than faces differ ; 
4< Even a brother is not like a brother : 
*' One (hall be haughty, and fevere, 
*' The other all complaifance and good-will. 
" Strange itisthefameftem,famejuicesfamefeed, 
< c Fruit of fuch various natures fliould produce 5 
<c Yet true, moft true, experience daily fhews. 
«* How cou'dft thou then, deluded heart, e'er hope 
" A fympathetic influence in a ftranger ! 

Mr. Dryden tells us, in one of his excellent 
poems, 

ec 'Tis a mere madnefs to expeft to find 

*' In different men, one and the felf fame mind 

How, indeed, can we imagine we can find that 
unanimity with any other perfon, which we can- 
not retain within ourfelves ; as Dr. Garth juftly 
exprefies this inequality of the heart. 

" Mankind one day ferene and clear appear, 
" The next they're cloudy, fullen, and fevere, 
<£ New paffions, new opinions ftill excite, 
€C And what they like at noon, defpife at night ; 
V L. IV. G « They 
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<c They gain with labour, what they quit with eafe; 

*' And health, for want of change, growsadifeafc. 

" Religion's bright authority they dare, 

** And yet are flaves to fuperftitious fear. 

*' They counfel others, but themfelves deceive, 

" And tho' they're cozen'd flill,theyftill believe." 

I have now but one thing more to add on this 
occafion, and that is a word or two of advice to 
thofe who are, and refolve to continue, lovers of 
raillery. 

In the firft place, I wculd fain prevail on them 
never to make religion, in what form foever prac- 
tifed, the fubje£t of it. — In the nexr ? the cha- 
racter of the perfon they are about to rally, ought 
to be well confidered. — It would ill become a 
gay young perfon to exert his talent this way on 
a clergyman, or a judge, becaufe the gofpel and 
the law demand our reverence. — Next to thefe, 
our governors, preceptors, or whoever has had 
the care of our education, ftiould be exempt from 
hearing any marks of our levity. 

But to a parent above all, we (hould never 
forget that awful diftance, which the laws of God 
and man have fet between us, — whatever fond- 
nefs they may have for us, — whatever liberties 
their good-nature may permit, the indulgencies we 
receive fhould only increafe our love to them, not 
diminilh our refpe<St. 

It is too much if we are remifs in their pre- 
fence, in the concealment of thofe things in our- 
felves, which we are confeious they will not, nor 
can approve, becaufe it difcovers a careleflhefs 
inconfiftent with the homage due from us to the 
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authors of our being ; but when we take upon 
us to be merry at any little paflion or humour we 
may happen to obferve in them, there is fome- 
thing fo monftrous in it, as mud be fhocking to 
every reafonable bye (lander. 

Yet this is but too common among the gay 
young gentlemen of our times ; and there are a 
great many who can be witty on no other occa- 
fion than the failings of their old dad, or the good 
old gentlewoman, their mother. — The venera- 
tion which a great length of days was accuftomed 
to excite in all civilized nations, feems now wholly 
loft among us, and it is enough to be of an ad- 
vanced age, without any other failing, to be looked 
on as a proper objed for raillery, if no worfe. 

Few fons behave like a young gentleman, 
whofe real name I fhall conceal under that of Bel- 
font. — This worthy example of filial duty, was 
heir to a very large eftate; yet, by the extreme 
parfimony of his father, denied many things be- 
fitting his age, rank, and fortune. He was obliged 
to avoid company very much, and refufe making 
one in many a party of pleafure he would have 
been glad to have enjoyed ; yet did he take care, 
that all the raillery on this enforced frugality, 
fliould fall rather on hinifelf than him who was 
the caufe of it. 

Never did any Ton feem more contented with 
a father : — never had any father more rcifon to 
think himfelf happy in a fon. 

They lived entirely free from any reproaches on 

the one fide, or repinings on the other, till young 

Belfont had attained to the age of five-and-twenty, 

at which time he thought to reap the reward of his 
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obedience : — his father having always aflured him 
that he {hould then be married to a young lady 
whom from his childhood he had tenderly loved, 
and by whom he was no lefs beloved. — Part of 
the eftate was to be fettled on them, and he now 
flattered himfelf with having rt foon in his power 
to live in a manner more agreeable to his inclina- 
tions, than he could do while under the direction 
of a father, who looked on every thing beyond 
the necefiitles of nature as luxury and prodigality. 

But it often happens, that when we imagine 
ourfelves mod near the attainment of our wifhes, 
fome fudden and unlooked-for accident carries us 
fartheft ofF: even fo it proved with our young 
loveis : the beautiful Sophia (for fo I fhall call the 
lady) was to give further teftimonies of her love 
and conftancy, by continuing to refufe yet a longer 
time, all other offers for the fake of Belfont ; and 
Belfont to exercife his patience, fubmiffion, and 
obedience, in a trial infinitely more fevere than 
any he had before experienced. 

Every thing having been agreed between both 
their fathers, the marriage-articles were ordered to 
be drawn ; and being brought by the lawyer, in 
order to be approved and figned by the refpeclive 
parties, and no objection being made by either of 
them, the father of the young lady afked old Bel- 
font to fet his hand, on which he fell into a cough, 
faid he was not we!!, that another time would do, 
and went out of the houfe in the moll abrupt 
manner that can be imagined, leaving Sophia, her 
father, and the lawyer, in the utmoft furprize, 
as not being able to penetrate into the meaning 
of fo cold a" behaviour. 

Early the next morning the old gentleman 
received a letter from him, containing thefe lines. 

Sir, 
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"SlR, 

<c Marriage being a thing of fo much con- 
fequence to the happinefs or mifery of thofe 
who enter into it, you cannot blame me for 
being more than ordinarily cautious on the fcore 
of a moft obedient and only fon : — -.and hope 
alfo you will agree with me, that they are botii 
young enough to wait a little longer, till time 
and more experience (hall qualify them better 
than we can yet fuppofe them to be, for the ma- 
nagement of a family. — I do not doubc but it 
will feem ftrangetoyou, that I fuffered things 10 
proceed fo far between them, as I am of this way 
of thinking; but you know a moment will fome- 
times produce reflexions which have lain dor- 
mant in the mind for whole years. — This is the 
cafe with tne, and I am now determined that 
Ned fhall continue a Bachelor, till a more pro- 
per feafon arrives for making him change his 
condition. — If your daughter lives fingle till 
then, as I always intended it fhould be a match, 
and I believe they love one another, I fhall be 
ready to perform my part towards fetting them 
together ; if not, I willi her much happinefs with 
whoever (he (hall make choice of, and am, with. 
a great deal of fincerity, 



« S 1 r., 

" Your mod humble, and 
"nioft obedient fervanr, 
" Belfont." 

Never did any confternation exceed that which 

both father and daughter were in at the receipt of 

this letter; — they knew not what to think, nor 

how to fix- on the motive which had occafioned fo- 
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fudden an alteration. At one time they imputed 
it to fome caprice come into his own head. At 
others, they imagined it owing to fome fault in the 
young gentleman ; that either a new attachment 
had made him defirous of breaking off, or that he 
was guilty of fome fecret vice, which the father 
having jult difccvered, could not in confcience 
confent to his marriage, till he fhould be reclaimed 
from it. 

They read the letter over and over, examined 
with the utmoft nicety every word, and the more 
they endeavoured to find the meaning, the more 
they were at a lofs, and confounded at the intri- 
cacy. Sophia, however, who could not be per- 
fuaded that her lover had any hand in it, flattered 
herfelf that (he fhould foon fee him, and then the 
myftery would be unravelled. 

But how much that poor young gentleman 
fuffered when he was told by his father, that he 
muft think no more of Sophia as a perfon who 
was likely to be his wife, is not to be defcribed 
by any words I am able to make ufe of. 

At firft a jealous pang came over him; — he 
imagined his father had difcovered fomething in 
the behaviour of that young lady inconfiftent with 
the profeffions fhe had made him ; but the old 
gentleman foon eafed him of thofe apprebenfions, 
by allowing her all the good qualities he could wilh 
in a daughter in law, except one. 

<€ And what, fir, is that? (cried young Belfont, 
uith fomewhat of an impatience in his voice and 
looks. " Frugality, (replied his father gravely,) and 
« ; I can never content that an eftate, which I have 

" fpent 
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" fpent my whole life in the ftudy of improving, 
ct Ihall be fquandered away by the wife of my heir." 

It was in vain that the fon allured him that he 
had never feen the lead token of an extravagant 
temper in Sophia : — that fhe never frequented any 
expenfive places of diverfion, drefled not in the 
leaft above her ftation in the world, but rather 
beneath if, and detefted gaming. The old man 
interrupted him by faying, " All thefe things I 
" know as well as you ; but it may be perhaps 
" more owing to her father's good ceconomy in 
** debarring her, than herown natural difpofition : — - 
ct I would not have you, (continued he) imagine 
c< yourfelf wifer than your father :— I teil you the 
** feeds of profufenefs are in her nature, and want 
" but opportunity to (hoot in all the modiQiluxuries 
<c of the age ; — I have obferved that in her, which 
<€ convinces me of it,norfhould the whole world per- 
" fuademe to the contrary: — no, no, it is not in her 
" power to deceive my penetration ; — therefore, I 
" once more command you to think no more of her," 

Young Belfont liftened attentively while he 
fpoke, but perceiving he did not mention the proof 
he had received of her being of a humour fo dif- 
ferent from what he approved, took the liberty of 
intreating he would let him know what it was 
that had made him all at once entertain fuch an 
opinion of a young lady, whom he had heard him 
fo lately praife for her modefty, difcretion, and 
good management of her father's houfe. 

"Aye, aye, (cried he) I then went with the cur- 

<c rent of the world : people may impofe on me for 

" a time, but thank Heaven, my eyes are now 

" opened ; fon, fon, conquer this foolifli paflion 
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" you have for her, and afTure yourfelf, that nothing 
Ci can make you fo miferable as the indulging it." 

On this the young gentleman fold him,, that 
his commands were ever facred to him ; but once 
more befeech'd him to kt him into the reafons 
which induced him to lay this upon him, which* 
he acknowledged, was the molt difficult to be 
obeyed of any he had ytt enjoined. 

The refpecl: and humility with which he fpoke* 
made his father think he ought not to deny him 
this requefl; fo after a little farther converfation^ 
acquainted him with the mighty difcovery he had 
made of her unworthinefs to come into their fa- 
mily, which, as I doubt not but my readers are 
as impatient for as I myfelf was on the firft hear- 
ing the ftory, I fliall relate it with as much exad- 
net's as I can* 

It being winter, the two old gentlemen, with 
Sophia, were fitting near the fire, while the lawyer 
was at a defk at the other end of the room, cor- 
recting fome error he had made in the -marriage* 
ai tides. The fire beginning to decay, the young 
lady took the poker and ftirred it up ; but, unfor- 
tunately for the interefr. of her love, turned one 
of the cakes of coals upfide down, Co that the 
frefh part fell into the middle of the grate, and 
by that means became a bright blaze, gave a great 
heat, but was fooner burned out than it would have 
been, if in its former pofition. 

This appeared to old Belfont fuch an a£fc of 
extravagancy, or carelefsnefs, that from that in- 
ftant he refolved to break the match : certain with- 
in himfelf, that fhe who was fo little faving in 
firings would be no more fo in other things. 

The 
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The Ton could not hear i reafon of thi$ Tore 
aifigned for the alteration in his fortune, without 
blufhing, with furprize and flume, at the fordid; 
mea-nnefs of it; but, containing himfelf withiiv 
thofe bounds of refpect he had always obferved, 
and thought his duty, to (he author of his beings 
he only remonftrated, that Sophia might not, juft 
at that moment, confider the value of coals; or 
that, perhaps, the cinder might fall in that manner 
bv mere accident, without her intending it fhoulxk 
do fo. 

But he had little time for any arguments of 
that nature ; the father cried out, there was no>> 
excufe to be made for her; — that the very thing 
he urged in her defence, was the fault he accu fed 
her of; — that to want confideration,. was to want 
every thing a wife ought to be endued with; — 
and, at lair, went fo far as to menace his with- 
drawing all that paternal affection he had hitherto*, 
treated him with, if he either vifited, or ht\d any 
correfpondence with her* 

He too well knew the obftinacy of his father,, 
to offer any thing in contradiction to what he faid \, 
and, with a low bow, promifed an implicit obe- 
dience to his will, which fo well pleafed the old 
gentleman, that he gave him his promife,. never to 
go about to compel him to marry any woman he 
did not like, in return for his renouncing the wo- 
man he did like, in obedience to his will. 

Young Belfont was not fo little fincere in h : s 
affection to his dear Sophia,, as to refrain feeing; 
her, though he fliil preferved all the duty and re- 
fpecl: he owed his father; for neither he thought 
obliged him to falfify his vows, and at the f«me- 
G 5 timer 
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time do a violence to his inclinations, on fo fri- 
volous a pretence. 

He wrote to her, bewailing their mutual ill for- 
tune, and conjured her to meet him at the houfe 
of a perfon he knew he could confide in ; (he 
complied with the fummons, and never was there 
a more melancholy meeting than this fir ft. On 
her exprefling her aftoniffiment at fo ftrange a turn 
in his father's fentiments, and defiring he would' 
acquaint her with what he knew concerning it, 
he looked down and fighed, but made no reply, 
though (he often renewed the queftion. 

This made her imagine there was fomething in- 
it, which he feared to relate, as knowing it would 
give her pain, and doubted not but it was on the 
fcore of getting a larger fortune with fome other, 
that his father, who all the world knew was ava- 
ritious, had endeavoured to make him forego his 
pretentions to her. 

As fhe ex-prefled her belief of this, and would 
not be prevail'd upon to think the contrary, he, 
at laft, after having obliged her to a vow of fecrefy, 
revealed to her the whole truth, and the conver- 
fation he had with his father upon it. 

This he was obliged to repeat feveral times, 
before (he couW be brought to give credit ; but 
whenatlaftfhedid, thething appeared to herfovery 
ridiculous, that in fpite of the trouble (he was in, 
Ihe could not forbear burfling into a loud laughter* 
and cried out, " Well, fure I am the firft that 
* c ever loft a hufband for the turning of a cinder !'* 

He then told her that it wafr the oddnefs of if, 
and the fears he had of expofing his father to the 

ridicule 
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ridicule of the world, which rendered him fo un- 
willing to reveal it ; but that he depended on her 
promife of never divulging it ; which (he readily 
renewed: after which they fell into more ferious 
converfation, the refult of which was, a folemn 
proieftation to preferve thernfelves each for the 
other, till fortune fhould more difpofe itfelf in 
favour of their loves. 

In fine, old Belfont died in a fliort time after, 
leaving his fon at/liberty to purfue his inclinations. 
The father of Sophia at firft was fomething averfe 
to his daughter's receiving the addreiTes of a man 
who had once fallen off; but, on his being made 
acquainted with the whole ftory, rather applauded 
the filial piety of young Belfont, than condemned 
him for it. 

These faithful lovers have now been married 
near three years, and reap the reward of their mu- 
tual fidelity, and invariable affection. 

But as the reafon of my relating this little ad- 
venture, was to (hew the amiablenefs of a refpect- 
ful behaviour to parents, I with the example of 
Belfont may have its due influence on all young 
perfons, particularly thofe of my own fex, in 
whom the contrary appears more (hocking, than 
in the other, as the characteristic of womanhood 
will not allow of many liberties which pais un~ 
cenfured in the men. 
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B O K XXII. 

IT h as been fo much our cuftom, during the 
courfe of thefe efFays, to poftpone whatever of- 
ferings we had of our own to make the public, in 
order to infe-rt thofe of our correfpo.ndents, that 
it may perhaps feem ftrange no letter appeared iiv 
the fpeculations of laft month, efpecially as we 
had acknowledged the receipt of feveral in the- 
foregoing- 

The delay, however, was not occasioned by 
our becoming either lefs grateful^ or lefs-complai- 
fant than heretofore,., to thofe who are pieafcd to 
favour us with fuch of their productions as are 
proper to find a place in a work of this nature;. 
but in reality, becaufe the topics we happened to 
fail upon, and which feemed to us very neceiTary 
to be mentioned, branched out to a much greater 
length than we at firft intended they ihould. 

But as reparation is the beft apology for any 
thing that may be taken amifs, we fliall now give 
that fatisfac~iion which is expecled from us. 

To the Authors of the Female Spectator, 

" Ladies, 
" THE obliging reception you were plea fed to 
* c give to a former narrative I fent you,, encour- 
*< ages me to approach you a fecond time with 
<" fomething, which, if the moral be rightly con- 
*' fidered*, cannot, I think, but afford very in- 
€i ftrucStive leffons to the old as well as young of 
** both fexes, 

* I SHALt* 
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" I shall, therefore, make no apology for the 
" fubjecl:, but I am fenfible it may 'have fuffered by 
" my manner of handling it j and fiiall be proud 
*' to fee it appear in your corrections and emenda- 
tc tions more worthy tl>e attention of the town,. 
«* and a place in your agreeable lucubrations. 

<c But as I am aj>prehenfive that thofe furpriz- 
u ing adventures, which tbefel the heroine of the 
" itory, may give it rather the air of romance than 
" a genuine account ; ,and, confeqnently,- have- 
" lefs effec~t on the minds of the readers than is 
" requifite, to make them avoid the errors of fome 
4X of the perfons concerned, and imitate the virtues 
" of others ; permit me, ladies,, to aflure the 
" public, that there is not one incident inferted 
"which owes any thing to fiction, but the whole 
" is related with all the exactitude and fimplicity, 
" of truth. 

" I have ventur'd to call it,. " The triumph of 
" fortitude andpatience,over barbarity and deceit." 
4C If you think it an irrjproper title,, after having 
"weighed the circumftances and event, I flatteiv 
" myfelf you will change it for one more appli- 
" cable to both. Whatever other alterations you. 
" fhall be pleafedito rnajce,, will rather be an ob- 
" ligation, than.other.wife, to me, as well as to 
" the world. T am, with the beft wifhes to your*- 
iC felves and moft laudable undertaking,, 

* Ladies,, 

" Your very humble*. 

** and obedient fervanr, 

"Elisjvionda.'* 
P.S, 
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P. S. u On my looking over the inclofed a fe- 
« c cond time* I find reafon to apprehend I have 
<s been fomewhat too tedious in my reflexions on 
<c the different occurrences, as they prefented 
« themfelves to me:— I beg therefore you will 
" be fo good as to curtail fuch of them as would 
cc lofe their merit (if they have any) by being too 
€C much fpun out, and totally erafe thofe which 
* c are not to the purpofe." 

I am very certain, that thofe of my readers, 
who remember that entertaining little hiftory, en- 
titled, 4t The Lady's Revenge," inferted in the 
fourteenth book of the Female Spectator, will 
be convinced, that what this lady has requefted in 
her poilfcript is only owing to an excefs of mcdefty, 
and that diffidence, which is infeparablefrom good 
fenfe, before a long experience of the moft con« 
firnVd and general approbation wears it off. 

It befits me therefore to do her the juftice to 
fay, that as I could find nothing in the former to 
correct, fo in this am not miftrefsof any expref- 
fions or fentiments which could add in any mea- 
fure to that pathetic energy, which fhines in fo 
agreeable a manner throughout the whole piece, 
efpecially in thofe parts of it which ought moft to 
affe& the heart, where, indeed, the diftrefles the 
defcribes touch the very firings of life, and com- 
pel the reader to feel the woes he is told another 
has endured. 

But I fhall not poftpone the curiofity I have 
excited ; I do not doubt but the public, by whom 
£he and I, and ail who venture to appear in ptinr, 
are jto be judged, will give an approbation to her 
Work which it deferves, 

Th€ 
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The Triumph of Fortitude and Pa- 
tience, over Barbarity and Deceit. 

A TRITE HISTORY. 

u OF all the a<fts of injuftice which the depra- 
Ci vity of human nature can commit, there are 
" none certainly deferVe to be rftotfe feverely cen- 
" fured, than that of parents fquandering away 
<c their fubftance, and leaving their children ex- 
" pofed to beggary and contempt. To render 
iC miferable by our neglect any thing whofe fol'e 
" dependanee is upon us, is highly ungenerous $ 
" but to rob thofe of their birth-right who but for 
<c us had not exifted, — to make wretched, what 
<€ owes its being to us, for the gratification of fonac 
i€ darling paflion in ourfelves, is fuch a piece of 
<c cruelty, as one would not believe, if daily ob- 
<c fervation did not convince us of it, any thinking 
* c being could be guilty of* 

* c A gentleman, to whom I (hall give the 
<c name of Extrodius, was left, by the good ma- 
<c nagement and frugality of his anceftors, inpof- 
<c feilion of a very confiderable fortune. He 
<€ married a virtuous young lady, by whom he had 
" a very numerous offspring ; every year bringing 
<4 an encreafe to his family, one would imagine 
€< fhould have made him induftrious for the im- 
<c provement of a patrimony, out of which Co 
<c many had a claim for provifion ; but, alas ! the 
44 immoderate love of pleafure prevailed above 
<c paternal affection j — he was fo paffionately de- 
cc voted to all the luxuries of life, that he feem'd 
<c not content with thofe he faw enjoy'd by others, 
J 4 but was continually inventing new modes of in- 

" dulging 
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4t dulging every inordinate inclination ; and ftill 
44 the more expenfive they proved, the more he 
u hugged himfelf with having it in his power to 
46 put them in practice* 

44 But it was not long this worftof hufbands, 
cC and of fathers, had the means of rioting in fuch 
« 4 voluptuoufnefs : — a few y^ars wafted all he 
* c had been ma.fi er of in the world, and he felj 
« into the extremeft poverty: — his wife, who 
< 4 for fqme time had langujfh'd under the appre- 
* 4 henfions of what was to come upon them, could 
** not fupport the ills fhe had forefcen, and died 
«* of abroken heart: — all their children, except 
"one, were feiz'd with various difrempers, and 
« 4 * bore ther mother company in the grave. 

44 JEMIMA, a girl of about twelve years of 
44 age ? was left alone to feel the miferies thqfe 
" dear relations weie exempted from by death, 
44 while he, who had brought tfciem on all, who 
44 ought to have been dear to him, feem'd infen- 
44 fible of his errors, and continued difpofing of 
44 cvGiy thing of value, either about his houfe and 
, <4 perfon, till there was nothing left to fell. He 
44 then tried his credit with his kindred, acquain- 
*' tance, and tradefmen, but they all knew top; 
* 4 much of his circumftances to comply with any' 
* 4 requefts he made them of that nature. 

4C Some perfons,, whom he had not dealt with 
44 before, indeed fupplied him for a little whiles 
44 but were no fooner inform'd of the truth of hi3 
** affairs, that they withdrew their hands: and on 
" his behaving towards them- with more haughti- 
44 nefs than they thought befitting a perfon by 
** c whom they were likely to be lofers, threw him 
^iuto prifon, whence not one friend, made any 

44 *efforts- 
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«< efforts to redeem him, and he died in a fhoft 
* ; time. 

cc Even the young Jemima might have been 
* c obliged to have recourfe to public charity for a 
tc wretched fuftenance, had not Dalinda admitted 
* c her into her family. This lady was own fitter 
" to Extrodius, was a widow, had a large join- 
" ture, and no child ; yet did fhe not take her 
<c little niece thro' any motive of companion or 
4C affection : for, like her brother, flie was too 
«' great a lover of herfelf, and the pleafures of the 
*' world, to have the leaft true regard for any 
cc thing befide, but merely to avoid the fliame of 
" having it faid, that one fo near to her in blood 
<( fhould wear the livery of the parifh. 

" The treatment, however, which the poor 
t€ creature received was little better than what 
<c (he would have "met with in any of thofe places 
<fi from which her aunt made a mighty merit of 
" preferving her. 

<c The education allowM her would not have 
iC been fufficient to have enabled her to fupport 
" thofe fhocks of fate which afterwards befel her* 
cc had fhe not been endued by nature with all thofe 
*' qualifications, which molt others acquire but 
" with labour and difficulty. 

" Without the help of precept (he was blevt 
" with an innate piety and refignation to the Di- 
cc vine Will : — without any of thofe inftru£tions, 
*' which are looked upon as necefTary to good 
<c breeding, flie had a native affability and fweet- 
<€ nefs of deportment, which fhamed all the for- 
" mal rules of politenefs and decorum* ; and with- 
44 out the leaft advantage from example, but far 

^the: 
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4C the contrary, could eafily diftinguifh what a- 
4C mufements became a woman of honour to give 
*' into, and what did not. 

" A3 fhe knew very well the misfortune to 
4< which fhe was reduced by her father's ill ma- 
* 4 nagement, and the little profpe& fhe had of 
<c living in the world according to her birth, fhe 
«« reflected, that all that could make her eafy un- 
44 der her prefent or future Sufferings, was patience 
44 and humility, and therefore endeavoured, as 
4 * much as poffible, not to think on the pleasures 
4< which thofe of great fortunes were in poflefiion 
w of, but on the little wants and exigencies of 
41 thofe who either were born to nothing, or like 
46 herfelf, were deprived of their firft hopes. She 
4C obferved, that to be poor, was not always to 
/« be miferable ; and that riches were frequently 
* c not accompanied with happinefs. This enabled 
44 her to know, that content was Sufficient to 
44 render any ftation comfortable, and that with- 
4C out it all was wretchedness* 

44 In fine, without any aid from books fhe was 
* 6 a philofopher in her way of thinking at fifteen ; 
4C and perhaps more truly fo than the moft cele- 
4C brated of thofe, whofe morals and maxims are 
* c laid down before us, as the beft guides of our 
" fentiments and actions, 

4C As to her peribn, fhe was of a middle ftature, 
4 ' perfectly well turn'd, eafy and genteel in all her 
44 motions : — if the features of .her face could 
4C not be faid to be caft in the mould of beauty, 
46 there was yet a great deal of regularity and har- 
4C mony in them ; which join'd with a very de- 
" licate completion, fine hair and teeth, and a 
*' certain fweetnefs, with the happy compofure of 

" her 
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« her mind, diffufed through all her air, made 
a her appear extremely lovely. 

" Many there were who thought her To ; but 
<c the misfortune of her family prevented them 
" from making their addrefles on an honourable 
« c fcore, as did the modeity of her behaviour from 
" approaching her on any other ; and fhe lived 
<• till the age of eighteen, without being able to 
" fay fhe had any one man who had declar'd him* 
" klf her lover * 

" But among the number of thofe who had 
" long in fecret adrnir y d her, there was one > 
" whom I fhall call Lothario, who prefuming on 
" his great eftate, fine perfon, and former fuc- 
ic cefles with our fex, at laft ventur'd to tell her 
" what none before him had ever done. 

"This gentleman had been a frequent vifitec 
<c of Dalinda, and the charms he found in hejp 
" young niece made him more fo : — he had many 
<c opportunities of entertaining the object of his 
<c paflion without any notice being taken of it by 
*' the other, who, as has been already obferved, 
" was not very affiduous concerning her ; and he 
c< had the artifice to contrive it fo, as to be there 
" as much as poflible, when either by her being 
<c not up, or gone abroad, he fliould have no in- 
<c terruption from that quarter. 

"JEMIMA thought it was her duty, in the 
* c abfence of her aunt, to entertain him with all 
" imaginable refpeft, before he difcover'd the fen- 
<c timents he was poflefled of in favour of herfelf ; 
" and fhe afterwards, at leaft for a good while* 
" was not fenfible fhe ought to change her man- 
" ner of behaviour in regard to him. 

" Whether 
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" Whether it were that he had the advan- 
" tage by being the firft that had difcovered a 
" fenfibiluy of her charms, or whether it were 
" that there was realty fomewhat more engaging 
" in him than fhe had (eon in any other man, is 
cc altogether uncertain ; but it is not fo that her 
*' young heart was infenfibly caught with the fine 
" things he faid to her, and fhe could not help 
<c feeling that pleafure which none but thofe who 
** love are capable of, whenever fhe either faw or 
€i heard him. 

<c Great was the progrefs he had made in her 
<( affection, before fhe fufpec'ted he had any other 
" defign upon her than fuch as her prudence, as 
" well as inclination, would permit her to encou- 
" rage ; but happening to be alone with him one 
" evening, he began to take fome liberties with 
" her which very much alarmed her modefty, and 
cc puihing him from her with all her might, " How* 
** Lothario, cried fhe, is this treatment befitting 
" you to give a woman of virtue ? Or could you- 
" think me worthy of an honourable paffion, if I 
€i would fubmit to bear it ?" 

<c These words, and the looks and geftures 
*< with which they were accompanied, foon made 
<c him defift ; but he knew fo well how to excufe 
" the boldnefs he had been guilty of by theexcefs 
" of his paffion, that the woman m her foul pre- 
<c vailed in his favour, and fhe con-fen ted to a re- 
ct conciliation. 

" How many are there of our too unwary fex 
€i who would have thought no more of this affair, 
" but have received the pardon'd lover in the fama 
<c manner as tho' he ntver had offended, and by 
** fuch a conduct: embolden'd him to trangrefs 
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iC again, perhaps to the utter undoing of the be- 

fC lieving maid ! 

" But it was not (o with Jemima: he had no 
4C fooner taken his leave of her, and fhe had leifure 
" to reflect on what had palled between them, 
(C than all thofe apprehenfions, which are the fureft 
« c guardians of virgin innocence, rofe in their full 
" force upon her troubled mind, On recollecting 
" the many paflionate and tender declarations he 
<l had made to her, The found there was not one 
< ; that gave her any affurance that he intended to 
" pafs his life with her > no mention had ever been 
<c made of marriage, and though he profefTed to 
" have for her the extremeft love that ever man 
u was poflefled of, yet her own good fenfe, as 
** well as the report of the world, convinced her, 
<c that there requires more art in the piofecution 
u of a lawlefs flame, than in one whofe end is 
" honour. 

C€ She trembled, therefore, left in all he had 
" faid to her he had no other aim in view than her 
" ruin; and the fecret inclinations fhe found to- 
cc wards him in her own heart, heightened her 
" terrors on this fcore : — fhe knew fhe loved, and 
iC dreading, that in fome unguarded moment that 
cc love might prove the deftru&ion of her virtue, 
u refolved to found the bottom of his defign, which 
" if fee perceived was not conformable to thofe 
cc rules fhe wifhed it might be, to tear herfelf from 
" his converfation, dear as it was to her, and never 
" fee him more. 

" Let any woman, who has ever known the 
cc force of that paflion with which Jemima was 
" actuated, well weigh the ftruggles of a foul thus 
" divided between love and honour, and give her 

" the 
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<c the applaufe fhe merits forfo &ti& an adherence 
*< to the latter. 

** She was, however, in fome debate within 
« c herfelf in what manner (he (hould break the mat- 
< c ter to him. Her native modefty would not fuf- 
" fer her to be the firft that propofed marriage, 
" which fhe thought (hould always be the province 
** of the man, and knew not how to frame her 
«* mouth to utter what {he would have bfufhed to 
« have heard from that of her lover, much as fhe 
« in fecret wifhed it. 

" To write her mind aifo on this affair feemed 
<c little lefs bold, but fhe found an abfolute ne- 
• € cefiity of knowing what fhe had to expect from 
" him, and this was the method Ihe at laft made 
fit choice of. 

" But how often did this innocent young crea- 
" ture begin, and leave off, — examine what fhe 
" had faid, — then tear the paper, as thinking it 
<c confeffed too much. Long it was before (he 
* c could find any words which would not fhock her 
c< timidity, and at the fame time exprefs her mean- 
" ing. However, after various efforts, that refo- 
" lution, which (he ftill perfifled in, enabled her 
4< to complete a letter in thefe terms : 

To LOTHARIO. 

« S 1 R, 

" THE little experience I have in writing let- 
" ters, efpecially to your fex, renders this a pre- 
«< (umption, which can be excufed by nothing 
«« but the caufe that enforces me to it. You 
* c know, fir, the misfortunes of my family, and 
" that I have nothing but my virtue and reputa *. 

" tion 
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" tion that I can call my own : the firft will doubt- 
" lefs call in queftion the two other?, fhould I 
" continue to liiten to the addrelfes of a gentleman 
" of your fortune. Permit me, therefore, for 
" the future, to deny myfelf the honour of your 
" vifits ; the difparity between us will not allow 
u me to think you condefcend to make them for 
" any other end than your amufement, and how 
" low foever I am reduced, have too much pride 
" to be the property of it. 

" Were it poilible, which I am far from the 
£< vanity of imagining, that you really found any 
" thing in me worthy of a ferious attachment, you 
" are very fenfible I am under the care of a rela- 
" tion, who ought to be made acquainted with 
cc it, and whom you cannot fuppofe will make 
tc any objections to what {he finds is for the true 
tc intcreft of one who fliares fo much of her own 
" blood. 

a In confuting her on this affair, you will 
" give the beft proof of your fincerity, and is the 
" only means to fatisfy the fcruples of 

" JEMIMA." 

" This fhe fent to him by a chairman, not" 
" casing to entruft it to any of Dalinda's fervants, 
" left they (hould difcover it to their lady, whom 
" (he was unwilling (hould be let into any part of 
" the fecret, till Lothario himlelf fhould reveal it, 
" which fhe was fometimes ready to flatter herfelf 
u he would do ; — fo eafily are we led to believe 
" what we wifh. 

" Satisfied, notwithftanding, fhe was with- 
u in herfelf, that fhe had by this means difcharged 
" what her virtue and her prudence demanded 

**' from 



y Google 



i68 The FEMALE book 22. 

<4 from her; and for the reft, fhe had piety enough 
« 4 to leave the event to the Supreme Difpofer of all 
c< things, and who, (he was well convinced* knew 
ci what was beft for her. 

<c As for Lothario, it is certain that the thoughts 
<c of making her his wife had never once entered 
<c his head ; nor, it is probable, had he forefeen 
cc the difficulties he now found in gaining his 
<c point, he never had attempted to addrefs her at 
<c all ; but the humour of mankind is fuch, as not 
<c to endure being overcome, and to deiift after 
<c having proceeded fo far, feemed to him a mean- 
" nefs of fpirit, and he thought would argue a 
<c pufilanimity and diffidence in himfelf, which 
c * his pride could by no means fubmit to, 

" Her letter, however, both aftonifhed and 
« c gave him an infinite vexation. He eafily per- 
iQ ceived by it, that fhe had more refolution and 
<c ftrength of mind than he could have poffibly 
«* expected to find from a perfon of her years and 
cc experience of the world, and how to anfwer it 
" in fuch a manner as might effectually deceive her, 
<{ and at the fame time not prove himfelf a deceiver, 
£i fhould the affair ever become public, took him 
< c up a long confideration. 

C( Puzzled as the innocent Jemima had been 
<c in dictating her epiftle, Lothario, though an 
€< adept in all the arts of intrigues, was not lefs fo 
«« to make a proper reply to it; nor, perhaps, 
c< would have been able to do it in fuch terms as 
" would have been fatisfactory to her, and yet a- 
" greeable to his own defigns, had not an inven- 
" tion come fuddenly into his head, perfectly 
<c conformable to the bafenefs of his heart, and, 
«* I believe, the only one that could have been 

44 found 



d by Google 



BSQK 22. SPECTATOR. 169 

" found out to enfnare the perfon, whofe undoing 
"" he thought nothing too much to accomplifh. 
* 4 But as the old poet juftly enough obfLrVes, 

• What cannot wicked will efFecT., 



<c When bound by no rettridtion but its own 3 
" And bent to acl whatever it inclines? 

iC Thus Lothario having formed his fcheme, 
cx returned, to the plain fineerity of Jemima, this 
" ambiguous but deiuiive anfwer. 

To the beautiful JEMIMA. 

" Sweeteft of Creatures, 
" IT were to attempt an impoflibility to go 
€t about to defcribe that unfpeakabie rapture 
' which overwhelmed my heart at the receipt of 
c your dear letter. — A thoufand and a thoufand 
c times I killed the charming name, before I had 
c power to examine the contents to which it was 
: fubfcribed \ — but when I had gained power 
c enough over myfelf to do it, good Heaven ! how 
£ much was I furprized, not, my lovely maid, 
c at the proof you leem to requiie of my affe&ion, 
s but that there was a pofLbility fc.r jou to doubt 
"* if any thing in my power would be refufed : — 
4 every requeft, every wifli of yours /hall always 
4 have with me the force of commands, and it 
4 would be the greatefr joy Heaven could con r er 
4 upon me, to anticipate all you can have to de- 
4 fire. < — I have much to fay to you on that 
c head, and therefore intreat you will give me 
* an opportunity of revealing to you a fecret, 
4 which indeed I intended fhould have died with 
c me, but now find an abfolute neceflity of en- 
4 trufting to you. 

Vol. IV. H DALINDA, 
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c < D ALINDA is this evening, I know, en- 
cc g a g e( ^ at ^ ac ty Rounciful's, I will therefore come 
ct as if defigning my vifit to her, but befeech you 
cc to be at home, that I may offer you a more 
* c convincing teftimony of the validity of my 
6; flame, than that infuflicient one mentioned in 
cc yours. 

" In the mean time, my angel, be careful how 
fic your too fcrupulous thoughts may wrong a heart 
cc wholly devoted to you, and which will ever be 
" fo while life remains ia 

<c Your moft paffionate 
" and faithful admirer, 

■"Lothario." 

<€ P. S. The caution you obferved in fending 
<c to me gives me the higheft idea of your pru- 
cc dence and good fenfe ; but you will find, when 
<c I have had the pleafure of imparting famething 
C4 to you, that your good angel had a hand in 
cc infpiring you with it on this occafion, and that 
<; there was an aftonifhing necefTity for the bap- 
«' pinefs of us both, that you fhould act in the 
* c manner you did. 

<c This letter had all the efTe£l it was intended 
" to have in exciting the moft impatient curiofity 
* c in Jemima, and engaging her to allow him ano- 
< c ther private converfation : — (belonged with no 
< c lefs earncftefs than himfelf for the appointed 
<c time of her aunt to go abroad, and his approach, 
i( that file might have the myftery unravelled, and 
" alfo hear what teftimony it was that her lover 
" intended to offer of the iincerity of his paffion. 

<c Instigates 
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cc Instigated by motives in which the nod 
ii rigid virtue can find nothing to condemn, i\ e 
u received him with an obliging fofmefs which 
u he knowing her too well to fufpccl of affectation, 
<c iooked on as a propicious omen to his wifhes ; but 
u having before well weighed that (lie wan <>d not 
Ci penetration, he had prepared and ftudied over 
Ci the part he was to a£f., to the end, that no tin- 
Ci guarded gefture or expreffion fhould open a way 
'" for the leaft fufpicion to gain entrance. 

€i His firft falutation on her had a more gm-e 
<c air than fbe had ever feen in him ; and when 
" they were feated, though he began to thank her 
u for the favour of hef letter, yet he feemed not 
u in a hurry to explain the meaning of his reply to 
" it, and pretended a kind of an inward agitation ; 
<c when perceiving he was filent on that fubjedr, 
" faz let fall fome words, as if (he was a little 
" impatient for it. 

" How fevere is my deftiny, lovely Jemima ! 
u How difficult is it for me to behave in fo critical 
" a conjuncture ! faid he with a deep fjgh. — How 
a were the tranfports your dear letter raifed in me, 
44 alloyed by the command it contained ! — How 
a terrible was it to me to find you exacted from me, 
<c as a proof of my love, what would be the ruin of 
u my love to comply with, yet have it not in my 
" power to convince youit would be fo without for- 
"feitingmy honour: a jewel ever facred to me -, — 
" dear er than my life, and next in value to my love! 

*< These words, inftead of unfolding, rather 
" heightened the myftery, and Jemima not being 
u able to conceive any part cf their meaning, de- 
u fired he would be more plain. 

H z " On 
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"On which, Did not you infift, anfwered he, 
c < that I fhould reveal the. iecret of my paffion for 
" you to Dalinda ? And was not the injun&ion en- 
s' forced by the cruel menace of feeing me no more, 
6t in cafe of a refufal ? 

" I know not, fir, refumed fhe, blufhing, be- 
" tweea fui prize and ihame, whether ( might ex- 
" prefs myfelf properly on that occafion ; but cer- 
<c tainly there was nothing fo very difficult in ac- 
" quainting an aunt with the fentiments you are 
" pofTeffed of for her neice ; — provided, continued 
" fhe, with a half frown, they are of a nature you 
Cl are not afhamed to own. 

cc Believe then, purfued he, after fome mo- 
" ments of a well counterfeited diilurbance of 
vc mind, that I had not waited for the commands of 
" Jemima, to difcover to her aunt all I felt for her 
* c dear kinfwoman, had not that aunt given me too 
* c plain, too long, and too continued proofs, that (lie 
" thinks more favourable of me than I ever wifhed. 

" How, faid Jemima, aftonifhed beyond mea- 
c< fure,can fuch athing be poftible ! — Then paufed, 
cc and reflecting on many paflages fhe had obferved 
Ci in the conduct of her aunt in regard to other 
<c gentlemen, hefitated but a very little, before fhe 
" yielded all her faith to what Lothario alledged. 

" The truth is^ that Dalinda, to fay no worfe 
" of her, was one of the greatefr coquets of the 
cc 3£e ; vain, gay, and extravagantly envious and 
" malicious againir thofe charms fhe faw preferred 
<< to her own ; and this perfect knowledge of her 
cc difpofition made Jemima now reflect, which be- 
ct fore die had not done, that fhe was not a very 
" proper perfon for a confidante, even though fhe 
" had beenlefs intereftedjhan Lothario pretended, 
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"She gave an implicit credit, however, to 
i( what he. faid : (o liable does the being guilty of 
u fome errors render us to be cen fared of others, 
* £ of which we are perfectly innocent ; for in t^zi 
" there was not one fyllable of truth in what tnn 
«' artful man infinuated of Dalinda's affection for 
<s him, and it muft be owned, he could not nave 
u hit on a more plaufible invention to remove all 
a the fcruples Jemima had entertained on his keep- 
iS ing his pailion for her a feciet to that lady. 

<c Fearing, notwithstanding there might yet 
u remain fome diffidence in her breaft, he added a 
" thoufand little circumitances to corroborate the 
" truth of his relation, as knowing, that on gam- 
" ing this point the fuccefs of h.s defign in a great 
" meafure depended. 

c< Being convinced, by her behaviour, that 
<c he had nothing to apprehend on- that accoutr, 
" he now began to renew the bufinefs of his paf- 
" fion ; — feemed to chide the diffidence (hejiad 
" exprefled of his honour ; — protefted he never 
ii had a thought or wifh tending to the prejudice 
" of her virtue, and had no other aim in view than 
" making her his wife. 

"The misfortune of your family, faid he, is 
u of no manner of confequence to one, who you 
" know have an eftate fufficjent to fupport us in 
" more grandeur than is needful for happinefs : bur, 
" continued he, I have a mother, who, I grieve to 
" fay, is of a far different way of thinking. — All 
* c the perfections that Heaven could beftow on hu- 
<c man nature would to her be of no eltimation, if 
" wealth and opulence were not added. — This 
" unhappy temper in her has prevented me from 
" making thofe public declarations I other wife- 
H 3 "fliouhi 
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<£ fhould have been proud to have done, of my in- 
<c viol'able attachment to you: as (he has been the belt 
'< and mod tender parent to me, notwithstanding 
u her avarice,and is now extremely ancient, I trem- 
ic ble at the thoughts of fending her to the grave 
" perhaps fooner than nature intended, and with 
•< the difiatisfadion of feeing me do the only thing 
" The never would forgive in me, 

"Her>e he ceafed to (peak, but Jemima's 
li thoughts were at this inftant in too great per- 
4C plexity to make him an immediate anfwer. 

"In the mean time he looked earneftly upon 
« c her face, and eafily perceiving, by the various 
iC change in her countenance, every emotion as- 
" it rofe and fell in her foul, found his work was 
s - not yet perfectly compleated ; and that alfo it re- 
" quired the whole art he was m after of to beguile 
,; a maid, whofe own innocence and fimplicity of 
" mind did not hinder her from being extremely 
tc cautious of the wiles of others. 

" He therefore firft began with all the endearing 
" expreffrons that love and wit could foim, joined' 
c< with all the folemn protections that could in- 
C6 fure her of his faith, to perfuade her to enter 
tc into a- contract with him, and exchange vows 
" to live mutually for each other, till the deathr 
" of the old lady fhould remove that only impede 
" ment, which he pretended was between him 
. " and the confummation of his happinefs. 

" The heart of Jemima was in reality too much 
tc engaged to him, without the help of vows, for 
" her to be fearful of breaking thofe (be fhould 
tc make to him in favour of any other perfon> 
w - though, an. offer fhould happen, of one as much 

w ah-ovfi; 
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44 above Lothario in the goods of fortune, as Lo- 
44 thario was above herfelf. 

44 She looked, therefore, on this requeft as an 
44 undoubted proof of his love and honour ; and 
44 thought it would be equally ungrateful to him, 
44 as well as unjuft to herfelf, not to comply wirh 
4C it. — The engagement between them was as fir en 
44 as words could make it ; but Jemima in that mo- 
44 ment confidered not the invalidity of a verbal 
44 contrad without witneflls, and never once cx- 
44 acted, or ever mentioned a defirethat it fliou!:] 
44 be put into writing ; which, doubtlefs, was ov- 
4< ing to the hurry of fpirits the former pare of hn 
44 difcourfe, concerning D^linda, had put her hv.r;-, 
44 and when afterwards fhe had leifure to refi';Ci, 
4 ' fhe feared to betray a want of confidence in him, 
44 which ihe knew not how far he might relent. 

44 Both parties were, indeed, well enough fat if- 
44 fied with what rhey had dene : Jemima imagined 
44 fhe had by it fecured herfelf a hufband whom 
44 ihe infinitely loved, and with whom fhe fhouM . 
44 one day live in all that fplendor which is fo ui- 
44 chanting to a young heart ? thoug never fo well 
44 fortified with virtue and difcretion. — Lothario, 
44 on the other hand, flattered himfclf, that he had 
44 by this means put off her guard, and lulled to 
44 deep all thofe fcruples which had hitherto prc- 
44 vented him from the accomplifhment of his dif- 
44 honourable defign upon her innocence. 

44 He would not, however, too fuddenly feemr 
44 to take advantage of the contract, left fuch a be- 
44 haviour fhould, and would infallibly have done, 
44 make her believe, that all his profeilions of fide- 
44 lity were no other than fnares to deceive her: 
Ci but gently and by degrees he became more and 
H 4 4C more 
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" more free, and whenever {he attempted to re- 
4C pulfe any liberty (be thought too great,— Are 
<c you not my wife P would he cry to her ; though 
" the ceremony of the church be yet uncelebrated^ 
" the vows we have exchanged are the eflential 
" parts of marriage ; — - you ought not then to deny 
*' every thing to my impatient paflxoiu 

" To which file always refolutely anfwered, that 
<c Ihe fhould ever look upon her foul as his wife, 
" but as to her perfon it muft remain a pure and 
* c undefined urgin bride, till thofe myftic words 
s " ih:>uid be pronounced, which alone had the po- 
41 wer of converting two diiiincl bodies into one. 

*< He affecled to laugh at the logical definition 
< c {he gave of the union of marriage 3 but was not 
<< a iitt-le difappointed to find all the artifices he had 
ct praclifed with fuch fuccefs en others, had- not 
6C the de fired effect on her. — He had now but one 
*< card more to play, and that was to perfuade her 
" to marry him privately; alledging, in the flrft 
" place, the violence of his pailion ; and in the 
<s next, the danger of their fecret intercourfe being 
tc difcovered by her aunt ; who, he faid, would 
< c doubtlefs be malicious enough to do every thing 
" in her power to feparate them for ever. 

c ' This was an offer which Jemima had not 
<c power to refufe, not only becaufe her heart took 
ic a part in it, but aJfo becaufe her reafbn feemed 
" to approve it. 

c; She reflected, that the facred ceremony was 
<c not lefs binding for not making a great noife : — 
i<; that private marriages were almoft as frequent as 
IC public ones ; that nobody could condemn her 
" for fecuring to herfelf fo grea.t a fortune ; and 

*' that a 
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fic that, as it was the laft and greatefr teflimony of 
IC his honourable intentions towards her, it would 
t; be rather an overtrained modefty than real pru- 
" dence to refufe accepting it. 

Cf There required therefore not many arstn 
'< ments to prevail on her to confent to a thing, 
" which fhe not only wifhed for in her own mind, 
u but was convinced was right in itfejf: fhe agreed 
" tobedifpofed of by him in the manner he de fired ; 
u provided only, that nothing of the neceflary forms 
" of marriage fliould be wanting. 

ic He told her, that he fhould be no lefs careful 
u than herfelf in that point ; that he had one friend 
" whom he would venture to confide in, and he 
ic it was that (hould perform the orlice of father : 
" — that he would take care to provide a licence 
u from Doclors Commons, and a ring,, only defired 
ii the would yield that the ceremony might- be per- 
u formed in fome private room, becaufe it was 
u impofiible to anfwer, but fome accident mi^ht 
" betray the whole affair if it were celebrated in 
"' a church, notwithstanding all the caution thac 
i£ could be obferved. 

C! As fhe knew nothing was more cuftomary 
u among perfonsof condition than marriages ofiniv 
*''■ nature^ fhe made not the leaf! objection as to the 
Ci place he judged proper for the performance. 

u This material point being fettled, they pro- 
<l cceded to others in relation to her way of life a.'ur 
f ' c marriage. In the rir!t place, ll^e was toqi.it her 
iC aunt's houfe on the very day, and ret, re to }o6j;- 
<>■'- | n g 3 ne fhould prepare i<^ her;, and as they could- 
4t not cohabit together, he was to pafs only for one 
u of her kindred when he came to viiit her : chat 
ii 5 " vvheri* 
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" whenever he went out of town, he was to fupply 
" her with a fufficiency to defray all expences (he 
" fhould or could pofiibly be at till his return : — » 
" that he {hould write conftantly, but without 
" fubfcribing his real name, once at leafr. every 
<c week, during his abfence at any time ; and that 
" her anfwers fhould be always contrived, fo as 
"to pafs for thofe of a gentleman of her acquain- 
" fance, in cafe any of them fhould happen to 
" be intercepted, either by his mother or any other 
" peifon. 

" All other preliminaries being fixed, to the 
" fatisfa£iion of both parties, Lothario prepared 
"lodgings for Jemima, a ring, licenfe, and every 
14 other requifife for the nuptials the very next day, 
" and the enfuing one, early in the morning, fhe 
" packed up her clothes, and quitted her aunt'S- 
" hcufe, leaving a letter directed for her which, 
" contained thefe lines. 

To my honoured Aunt, 

" Madam, 
"AN opportunity now offering of eafing you of 
*' the trouble I have fo many years been to you,, 
* c I gladly embrace it ; and hope you will par doit- 
"my not acquainting you either with the mo- 
" tives of my departure, or the place to which 
44 I go. Be affured, there are ft rang- reafons for 
" my acling in this manner; and that wherever 
" I am I (hall do nothing that may call a hlufh 
" into the face of any of my family. Think 
" snd fpeak therefore favourably of me, I befeecli 
" you, madam, till the fituatlon of my affairs 
44 permits me to acquaint you with the truth, 

" aod 
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" and the world {hall be made fenfible of the 
M fortune of, 

* 4 Madam, 

" Your moft obedient niece, 

iC and humble fervant, 

" Jemima. 

« With a heart perfectly at eafe, and unap- 
" prehenfive of any future ftorms in her voyage 
<c of life, did our Jemima now launch out into 
" the wide ocean of the world : — (he difcerned 
44 not the rocks and fands which lay between her 
" and that harbour of calm delights fo enchanting 
" in the profped ; — 'nor had (tie (kill to fee the 
*' gathering clouds, which were that inftant pre- 
" paring to burft in fury on her head* 

* fi It maft beconfefs'd, (he had behaved with a 
cc difcretion fuperior to her years, and fuch as not 
" all her fex, who love as well as (he did, would 
44 have been able to preferveamidft fo many temp- 
" tations : But, alas ! how weak are all the efforts 
*' of female wit againft a lover arm'd for our ui>- 
* i doing. 

cc LOTHARIO, who meant nothing lefs than 
iC not to perform one fyllaWe of all the promife-s 
s< he had made her, finding it impofilble to gain 
* $ heron any other terms than marriage, and Dent 
« c not to be fru (bated in his wifh, refolded to hu- 
£t mour her with a mock ceremony ; and to that 
4t end got a fellow, who was dependent on him, to 
, iC perfoliate a clergyman ; his own valet tie. charn- 
tc bre, whom fhe had never feen, was habited lilie 
<c a country gentleman, nnJ acted the pai t of the 
'** friend he had toll her or in giving her h a n a . 

H 6 " 4i To 



d by Google 



i go Trrs FEMALE book 22, 

" To add to the Teeming fincerity of the thing,, 
" when he pronounced after the fham parfon thefe 
" words, with all my worldly goods I thee endow, 
<fr he put into her hands a purfe, containing two 
** hundred pieces of old gold. When the cere- 
* c mony was over, he invited the pretended doctor 
<c and gentleman, .to partake of an entertainment 
" he had caufed to be prepar'd at a neighbouring 
" tavern ; but they both excufed themfelves, be- 
<c ing order'd to do fo, fearing, no doubt, that 
• c Jemima might difcover fomething by their be- 
* 6 haviour, if with them any longer time, that 
%i did not appear of a piece with the characters- 
" they reprefented. 

" Not only in this, but in every thing elfe, he 
* c preferred fuch an extreme caution to hinder her 
*< from having the leaft fufpicion how cruelly fhe 
4i had been betray 'd, that not even the bare thought 
* c there was a poffibility of it ever once enter ? d her 
■** head. 

cc She lived therefore happy,. becaufe contented ;. 
< 4 fhe had not been accuftomed to much public di- 
*< verfion ; nor was (he fo defirous of it as mod: 
<4 young people are ; her aunt, though the gay eft 
€C woman in the world, and a continual fharer in 
<c all the modi/h pleafures of the town, had always 
" confined her at home, working fome curious 
cc ornament or other for her drefs, or elfe em- 
*' ploy'd in family affairs; fo that living in the 
cs manner {he was now obliged to do, in order for 
ci her concealment, was not at all irkfome to her : 
* s (lie had fome hours, almoft every day, the 
66 company of the man fhe loved, and knew no 
4t want of any other. 
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^ But this halcyon feafon laded but a fhort 
" time : bufinefs, or a fatiety of the charms he had 
* c taken fo much pains to gain, now called him to 
46 the country. Prepared as (he was for it,- by. 
" the knowledge he did not live conilantiy in 
a town, {he could not think of parting without 
<c agonies infupportable : — he did net, indeed^ fail 
" to comfort her the beft he could, and allured 
<c her he would contrive to make his abfence as 
u fhort as pofiible ; nor did her inexperience of 
" mankind enable her to difcover, that what he 
" faid to her were rather, words of courfe than-. 
" flowing from the fincere ardors of affection, lb 
" had not that addition to her grief.. 

« Soon after he was gone fJie found herfelf with- 
" child, which before me had been infenfible of :-. 

« jQie wrote the news of it to him in the cha- 

* x racier of a third perfon, as had been agreed be- 
" tween them ; and received for anf^er,. that he 
c< would not have her under any concern about 
" her pregnancy, for he fhould not fail to take a 
tC proper care both of her and the infant (he fhould 
<c bring into the world ; but exprefs'd nothing of 
" that fotisfaftion at hearing flie was about to 
" make him a father, as might have been expected 
" from a hufband, who fo tenderly loved his wife,, 
w as fhe had flatter'd herfelf he did her. 

" She could not help being a little alarm'd at 
cc it at firft, but the confideration that the fears of 
iC intercepting might lay fome reftraint upon him ? , 
" jcin'd to the confidence fhe had both in his love 
" and honour, loon diilipated all uneafy reflections 
«' on that fcore. 

%i In about four months after he return'd to 
« c towns but his prefence, which fhe had imagin'd 

41 would 
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* c would give her perfect: happinefs, in a great mea- 
*' fure deftroy'd what (he had enjoy'd in his ab- 
** fence.- — While he continued in the country, 
" (he- was every day pleafing herfelf, that the time 
"of his approach ftill'grew more near, and in- 
" dulgin^; the idea of thofe felicities (he doubted 
<c 'not but his coming would beftow: but when 
cc (he faw him, how were all thofe golden hopes 
u fruftrated ? — His words indeed were obliging, 
'■* but his iooks gave the lye to his tongue : — his 
c * eyes, thofe true intelligences of the heart, no 
*' longer fpaskled with that impatient ardor which 
*** once was the indication of his paflion : — the vi- 
c< fits he made her were much fhorter than ufual ; 
*' he was always full of bufmefs; always in a hurry j 
*' and whenever (he mention'd the condition (he 
c< was in, and feem/d to lament, that a child really 
u begot in honour, (hould, at its fir ft entrance 
tc into the world, be look'd upon as the offspring 
t{ of (hame, he only affected to laugh at her ro- 
<c mantic notions, as he called them, and faid he 
ic thought (he had reafon to be quite eafy ; — that 
<c the fined women in the world had gone through 
" the fame ; and that when once the time arriv'd 
*< that he (hould acknowledge her for his wife y 
*< (he would be amply recompenced. 

" All this Jemima knew as well as he, and 
Ci had often reflected on as the only comfort under 
«•< her prefent fituation ; but then (he thought the 
«' remonftrance did not fo well become his mouth, 
« c and that the delicacy of his paflion (hould have 
« c made him rather grieve that (he could not ap- 
" pear at prefent with all the advantages of being 
** his wife. 

<c She did not, however, make any complaints 
*' on this fcore 5 and thought (he had too much 

. <c reafoa 



y Google 



book 22. SPECTATOR. i% 

* c reafon to fufpe£fc a very great decay in his arTec- 
c< tion, yet fhe only endeavoured, by all the en- 
" dearments in her power, to awaken it to its 
* c former energy, without letting him know fhe 
" perceived any alteration. 

<c But what fecret anguifh (he endured while 
** acting in this manner, let any woman, whofe. 
" prudence has enabled her to do the fame, be 
"judge !' 

w As for Lothario, he gave himfelfno trouble to 
44 dive into her fentiments, but contented, himfelf 
" with finding fhe made him no reproaches.-— *- 
u The truth is, he was- now entirely taken up 
" with a new object : — the charms of a lady in the 
" country had rendered him utterly forgetful of 
cc thofe he had left in town ; nor did his return 
u to Jemima call back any of thofe languifhments 
*< he once had felt for her.. 

cc He flaid no longer in London than: fome bu- 
" finefs, which brought him up, absolutely obli- 
<c ged him to do ; and when he took his leave of 
<l Jemima, ordered her not to write to him till 
" fhe could receive a letter from him ; becaufe, 
* c as he fair], he was going to pafs the hunting 
" feafon with fome relations he had in a different 
" country, and could not fix any place to which 
" they might with fafety be directed. 

" This ftory, though invented merely to avoid 
u the trouble of her letters, and the pains of difli- 
" mulation in anfwering them, was believed as 
<c facred truths by Jemima j and tho' file regretted 
*' the fufpenfion of the only pleafure fhe could 
<c enjoy in his abfence, yet ihe did not, even in 
w thought, murmur at the occafion. 

"But, 
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"But, not to be too tedious : — he departed ; 
Ci many weeks pafs'd over without any letter from 
44 him ; and, as the expiration of her pregnancy 
44 drew near, her anxieties increased : but what 
44 was a coniiderable augmentation of her diftreis, 
ec the perfons with whom (he lodg'd having all 
4 * along regarded her as a krpt miiir<.fs, and in- 
* 4 deed had no reafon to do otherwife, told her,, 
44 that (he muft not expect to lie-in at their houfe ; 
44 — that her being there fo long had occafioned 

44 much talk in the neighbourhood; and that if 
<s -fhe did not fpeedily remove, they ihould be 
4 ^ obliged to fend to the oBicers of the pariih. 

" How hard was all this to be borne by a wo- 
*' man, who was confeious (he never had tranf- 
u grefs'd the rules of virtue, and detefted far 

45 more than death being the creature they ima- 
44 gined ! 

4< It was in vain (he offer'd to depofit in their 
*"' 4 hands more than the fum that would have been 
44 demanded by the pariih. All (he could fay had 
44 not the leaft effedT: on their inexorable hearts; 
4t they told her, that it was by the reputation 
* £ of their houfe they lived, not by fuch as fhe ; 
44 that they would have no baPcard born among 
* 4 them ; and, in fine, reprcach'd her in a manner 
** which would have made any one lefs fincere to 
*' her promife, declare the whole truth : but the 
44 duty (lie owed Lothario as a hufband,-— the ob- 
* 4 ligation he had laid her under of keeping their 
44 marriage an inviolable fecret, and the firm be- 
* 4 lief (he had that her innocence would one day 
<( be clear'd, gave her patience to fufhm, not on!y 
* 4 this (hock, but alfo many others which after- 
** wards fhe met with. 

« Her 
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'•< Her youth, however, her condition, and the 
" good-nature and complaifance fhe had always 
4i behaved with in the family, at laft wrought To 
" far upon them, that they promifed tofpeak to a 
" midwife of their acquaintance, with whom, 
" they told her, fhe might live till delivered 
" of her burthen, and, if {he thought fit, for 
" a fum of money, leave it behind her, to be 
fiC difpofed of fo as never to be troublefome to 
4 < her. 

" The fir ft part of this offer was too agreeable 
" to Jemima not to be accepted with thanks ; but 
" the latter fhock'd her foul, to think there could 
" be women in the world capable of fuch a bar- 
4C barity to their children, as to leave them to the 
u mercy of thofe mercenary creatures. 

* c She exprefs'd, notwithftanding, no. part of 
6C her fentiments on that head to them, perceiving 
" they were fiVd in this opinion, and any thing 
<( (he could urge in vindication of herfelf, would 
" appear no more than the affectation of a virtue 
u fhe was far from putting into real practice. 

* c A bargain, though at a very extravagant 
<< rate, being made, Jemima removed with art 
€C aching heart to her new habitation ; where* 
i( however, the fawning behaviour of the woman 
" (which fhe miftook for true good-nature and 
i( companion) rendered her in a little time more 
" eafy. 

<c As fhe had now more reafon than ever to 
<c be impatient for a letter from Lothario^ which 
< c till fhe received fhe could not write to him, 
4C and the people whom fhe had lodged with had 
5C allured her, that the moment one directed for 

" her 
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lc her fhould arrive, they would fend k to her, flie 
" was alto well fatisfied on that fcore. 

" At leaft (he was fo till a much longer time 
" than {he expected was palled over without any 
" letter being brought; and the hour of her deii- 
"' very being, come, /he found herfelf the mother 
€ * c of two fons : then it was flie began to think it 
" cruel in him, who alone had the power of com- 
" forcing her, to fiiew fo little regard to what 
c< might be her fate. 

cc Let any one figure to themfelves the rnelan- 
<c cholinefs of her condition ; — no hufband, no re- 
C1 lation, no one friend about her to alleviate that 
* c r2ck of nature, in which all the tendernefs that 
" can be fhewn, and every kind of confolation 
" that can be given, is necefTaiy to render it fup- 
" portable : — yet how light, how trifling, were 
ct the forrows die now endured, to thofe which 
tc foon, very foon after, flie was obliged to bear I 

<c She had not been confined to her maternal 
cc bed, before her maid, whom (he had hired after 
cc leaving her aunt's houfe, and had been recom- 
* c mended to her by the people with whom (he 
* c lodged, went privately away in the night, taking 
<c with her all of value that poor Jemima was mi- 
cc ftrefs of, not only her money, but her watch, 
<c tweezer, a diamond folitaire, and feveral other 
* c trinkets, which Lothario in his days of fondnefs 
cc had beftowed on her, leaving her nothing for 
Cc defraying the expences of the place £be was in, 
6i and fupporting herfelf and children, but a kw 
*< cloaths. 

*' It mud be own'd that this was a great lofs, 
** but Jemima felt not half the weight of it at fir ft : 

" —flie 
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' — • fhe confider'd herfelf as married to a man 
c who could, and (he doubted not would, repair 
c it amply ; therefore made herfelf not much un- 
c eafy about it. 

a But when the time, in which women in 
' her condition ufually keep their chamber, was 
c expired, and fhe had received no letter from 
c Lothario, then it was that fhe began to feel 
i how truly miferable (lie was: — no nurfe pro- 
4 vided for her children ; — no money to defray 
c the charges of her lying-in ; — the late cringing 
' behaviour of the midwife now turn'd to fournefs 

4 and threats of putting her out of the houfe : — 
c in this terrible fituation fhe ventured to write to 
c Lothario, and with much perfuafions prevailed 
c with the woman to permit her to flay till fuch 
c time as (he might reaionably expert an anfwer. 

" No anfwer, however, coming, the cruel old 
;t wretch compell'd her to fell her cloaths* in or- 
c der for the payment of her money, then turn'd 
' her out of doors with both her children, for no- 
c body would take the charge of them, without 
< fecurity that they (hould not become burthen- 

fome to the parifh. 

" Behold her now a wretched wanderer! no 
friend to relieve her ! — no habitation in which 
fhe might fhelter herfelf and infants from the 
inclemency of the air ! — To have recourfe to 
her aunt, feem'd little promifing ; yet did fhe 
venture to write to her, letting her know fhe 
was married, tho' not to whom, and befeech- 
ing fhe would afford her fome relief, or at leaft 
not to fuffer her two babies to perifh for want 

5 of proper care being taken of them. 
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<c She had got leave to fit in a fhop whije fhe 
* c wrote, and fent this letter by a boy that ran on 
" errands for the neighbourhood ; but that inhu- 
6< man woman was fo far from taking any com- 
* £ paffion on her cafe, that (he order'd one of her 
" maids to go to the place where the boy had faid 
*' ihe was, and tell her that fhe would have no- 
" thing to do with her: — that if one {hilling 
" would fave her and her brat? from fhrving, fhe 
4C would fooner throw it in the kennel than beftow 
" it on her; — and that if fhe durft to come into 
<c the neighbourhood where Ihe lived, fhe would 
4t fend her to the houfe of correction. 



cc The poor girl was obliged to obey her Jady 
in delivering this cruel meiTage, but foften'd it 
as much ab her capacity, or indeed the mean- 
ing of it would bear. 



ce 



cc Tho' Jemima, who knew perfectly well the 
feverity of her aunt's temper, and had arm'd 
<c herfelf againfl the worft fhe had to expect, yet 
" fhe could not bear this unnatural reply to her 
4C requeft without fwooning away : the people of 
" the fhop had the companion to give her a glafs 
li of water with fome drops, but as foon as fhe 
" recovered, defired fhe would go, as they knew 
c< not what might happen, and ihe had two chil- 
" dren with her. 

<c DALINDA's maid could not forbear fhed- 
" ding tears, to fee a perfon, on whom fhe had 
* c waited, reduced to this miferable condition, and 
* c put three {hillings into her hand, which fhe faid 
4C was all fhe auhat time was miftrefsof. 

" Poor Jemima thank'd her with a humility 
u befitting her prefent ftate, but told her, that 

« what- 
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'< whatever the opinion of the world might be of 
" her, fhe did not doubt but in a fhort time to be 
Ci able to repay the fhillings fhe had lent with more 
ic than an equal number of guineas. 

" She then went to feveral houfes which had 
c * bills for lodgings on their doors, hoping to get 
u fome fhelter till fhe could write again to Lo- 
" thario ; but the little infants fhe had in her arms 
*' prevented every one from talcing her in, and it 
<$ growing towards dark, fhe was obliged to go to 
a an inn, where even there fhe could not be ad- 
Ci mitted, till fhe had confented to be Iock'd all 
ci nii^ht into her chamber; fo fearful were they of 
u her going away before they were ftirring, <and 
u leaving the children on their hands, 

cc How dreadful was this night to our unhappy 
cc fufferer ? — With what floods of tears did the 
u fair forlorn hang over the dear babes, and mourn 
" their wants* more than her own : — while they, 
<c infenfible of their misfortunes, fed from their 
< u mother's breaff, fmil'd in her face," and feem'd 
u to chide her griefs, 

cc Yet was fhe not fo loft and overwhelm^ 
<c as to be incapable of reflection ; fhe remember'd 
u there was a juft, a merciful, and an almighty 
tc Power, who faw her miferies, and knew file 
c; had not by any acl of fliame brought them up- 
* c on herfelf, fhe therefore doubted not but to 
6C find relief from them, though by what means 
* c could not forfee. 

" How great was the confolation which reli- 
6< gion now afforded her ! — Without that aid fhe 
cc had inevitably fallen into defpair, and peirups 
" been guilty of fome deed fhocking to nature; 

" but 
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€C but her piety gave her a courage prodigious 
* c amazing, and not to be paralJel'd by any of 
" our fex! 

<; She had alfo the power of confidering what 
*' was moft proper to be done; money (he had 
* c none, but that poor pittance (he received from 
<( the charity of Dalinda's fervant ; — friends fhe 
*' had none ; — fhe had been kept fo much con- 
* i fined by her aunt, that fhe had acquaintance 
<c but with few; — an intimacy with none; — a 
iC lodging fhe found it was impoiTible to procure: 
"What remedy then remained? — Fate offer'd 
4t but one, and that was to declare the whole fe- 
<c cret of her marriage with Lothario : — had fhe 
6C done that, fhe thought it poflible to find fome 
<c perfon who would fupply her neceffities, at Jeaft 
" till he could be wrote to, and the truth ex- 
<c plained ; but even this fne could not be aiTur'd 
* c of, and if fhe had, could by no means think of 
cC forfeiting the promife fhe had made Lothario., 
<c of keeping his name and engagement with her 
<c from the knowledge of all the world, till after 
* c the deceafe of that mother, whofe peace lie 
« c pretended was {o dear to him, 

<c As fhe could not be pofitive that he was 
« c either falfe or unkind, fince many accident 
* c at fuch a diftance might have prevented her re- 
*' ceiving any letter from him, (he refolv'd to fufTer 
" any thing rather than violate her faith. " I can 
<c but die with my little-ones for want, (faid fhe 
< c to herfelf,) and life would be a misfortune to us 
*< without the affection and fupport of him from 
* c whom alone we can expect it. 

<c After many troublefome and confufed 
" thoughts, fhe found the only remedy from ftarv- 

" ins 
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4C ing was to beg, and fince that muft be the cafe, 
* s it feem'd better to her to get, by fuch means as 
" (he could, into the country were Lothario dwelt, 
" than to ftay in London without a fettJed habita- 
" tion .: — (he thought, if (he had but ftrength to 
" walk, the fight of her diftrefs, and her two 
u children, would excite the charity of feme per- 
6C ions to give her fomething towards helping her 
u on her way ; and that when (he arriv'd near 
* c her hufband's feat, (he (hould be able to find 
ci out whether he was yet return'd from the ex- 
a curfion he had told her of, and if he was, to 
* c fend him an account where (he was, and the 
4C accidents which had brought her thither. 

" Some may, perhaps think this a ftrange re- 
"folution, and find it difficult to believe it ever 
a could be put in practice; yet what elfe re- 
* ; mained for her to do*? — She had no other re- 
" fource than that one, which as I have already 
" obferv'd, (he was abfolutely determined againft. 

"Early the next morning, therefore, did (he 
4< quite the inn with her dear load, and fet out on 
li her weary pilgrimage : — what adventures brfel 
u her in it (hall be hereafter related, but we muft 
" now fee what was become of Lothario. 

" That gay, unthinking rover, now gave him- 
" felf as little concern about Jemima, as about any 
" of the former viclims of his too dangerous al- 
" Iwrements : — a ferious attachement had ever 
" been the fubje& of his ridicule, and his creed 
" in the affairs of love, thefe lines of Dryden's : 

<c There's no fuch thing as conftancy we call 
" Faith ties not hearts, 'tis inclination all ; 
" Some wit deform'd, or beauty much decayed, 
" Firfl; conftancy in Jove a virtue, made : 

" From 
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46 From friendfhip they that land-mark did remove, 
<c And falfly placed it on the bounds of love. 

" A fine young lady, with a very large for- 
c< tune, however, being propofed to him for mar- 
* c riage, he either was, or imagined himfelf, ^qtv 
<c much in love with her : — he was at leaft 
4C enough (o as that her charms erafed all the 
€t impreflion made by thofe of the unfortunate 
4C Jemima: and tho' 'the fir'ft letters of that poor 
4C creature had reach'd his hands, he happen'd to 
<( - receive them at times when he was in a hurry, 
" going on fome party of pleafure or other with 
4C this new idol of his affections. 

" 1 must do him the jyftice, notwithftand- 
" ing, to fay, that thofe laft, which contained the 
Ct hiftory of her diftrefs, had not th.e good fortune 
6C to meet him for fome time, the reafoyi of which 
tc was this : — he was at a very great horfe-race, 
4< with his charmer, her uncle, and feveral other 
€ « of her relations; and not being altogether free 
" from vanity, as they rode round the circle, he, 
<c mu(t needs, to (hew his fkill in horfemanfhip, 
44 oblige the beaft to prance and curvet more than 
4C at that time he cared ; he grew reftive, and gi- 
" ving a fudden fpring with ali his force, whether 
" it were the girths of the (addle had not been ta- 
<f ken due care of, or whether the flrength of the 
«' horfe exceeded the art of the oftentatious rider. 
*< is uncertain ; but he was thrown off, anc 
" dragg'd with one foot in the ilirrup for fevera 
* c yards, before any one could be quick enougb 
46 to come to his relief. 

"By this accident one of his legs was broke 
€C and his body was extremely bruifed : — as th< 
44 feat of his mifhefs's uncle was much nearer that 

" hi 
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cc his own, he was carried there, and the moil fkil- 
u ful furgeon in thofe parts immediately lent for, 

< c Here he continued from the time Jemima 
c< was turn'd out of her lodging till fhe had lain 
r - c in, and was alfo cruelly forced from the houfe 
" of the midwife : — what letters (he fent came 
Ci fafe to his houfe, but the tendernefs of his 
" mother would TufTer none to be fent to hirr^ as 
a thinking, if they were of no confequence, it 
l< would be but impertinent to trouble him with 
IC them till he was more recover'd ; and if they 
u were fuch as might be any way affecting to him, 
u the knowledge of their contents might add to 
cc his diforder. 

" This good lady, however, had not the curio- 
" fity to open any one that came, as there were 
u feveral befides thofe from Jemima ; for, in fine, 
" (be was in every thing, except her maternal 
" tendernefs, the very reverfe of what her fon, to 
" carry on his bafe defigns, had reprefented her. 

V Heaven, long a witnefs to the wrongs Lo- 
thario had been guilty of to our credulous fex, 
4 now thought fit to take the part of innocence 
;c betrayM and diftrefs'd : — his leg was perfectly 
' recover'd, but thofe inward bruifes he received 
;c brought on him a decay, which was very vifible 
;c to himfelf as well as others ; he had a conti- 
1 nual forenefs at his ftomach, and an opprefTion 
c at his heart : — in fhort, he was judged to be 
c falling into a confumption, and the change he 
'« felt in his frame of body, made an adequate 
c change in his way of thinking. — He reflected 
< on a thoufand things he had been o U \ky f 
•' which, in the time of ading, he look'd on only 
" as the amufements of youth, now as the vices of 
Vol. IV, I «j 
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&4: it ; and all thofe wild frolieks, which once he 
* c imagined conftituted the character of a fine ac- 
« € complifhed gentleman, feemed now to him to 
€i form that of the moft abandoned libertine. 

tc As foon as he was able to endure his coach 
ct he was carried home, where he met with all the 
-*' letters of Jemima ; which, though being obli^'d 
cc to write in a myfterious manner, did not fufli- 
*< ciently deicribe her diftrefs, nor indeed was then 
*< the word part of it arriv'd, exprelVd yet enough 
« to tfrike him with horror at the bafe deception 
<< he had put on her at firft, and his cruel forget- 
<c fulnefs and negled of her afterwards. 

cc He wrote immediately one general anfwer to 
cc all thofe from her, letting her know the acci- 
c; dent that had befallen him, conjuring her to be 
< c eafy and fatisfied till fhe faw him, which he 
cc told her fhould be as foon as health would 
«< permit; but in the mean time inclofed a bank 
" bill of an hundred pounds, in order to fatisfy 
* c the foolifli fcruples of the people fhe was 
<c with. 

"This was dire&ed to the midwife's houfe, 
" for in her 1 ail (he had acquainted him with be- 
<< ing compelled to take that afylum, and arriv'd 
<c two days after that in which Jemima was turn'd 
Ci out of doors ; the woman had the impudence 
" to open it out of curiofity, believing fbe fhould 
tc never be call'd in queftion for ir, or" fee Jemima 
" more 5 but when fhe found the tendernefs it 
'* abounded with, and the air of refpecl it carried, 
" fhe repented her of her temerity, and feal'd it 
4t up again, with the bill in it, in the beft man- 
" ner fhe could. 

" LOTHARIO 
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" LOTHARIO in the meantime became 
cC extremely ill, his inward languifhments every 
u hour encreafed ; — he loathed his food, — was 
a unable to take any repofe, yet had not power to 
" quit his bed ; — the phyficians found him in a 
;c very deep confumption, and could not flatter 
a his afflicted mother with any hopes of life. — . 
u he eafily judged, by the countenances of all 
u about him, as well as by what he felt within 
< c him, that he fhould be but a very little time a 
" {barer in this world : — the receiving no anfwer 
" from Jemima to his laft letter, greatly added to 
" his diieafe ;— he concluded (he was dead, — per- 
" haps, faid he to himfelf, through grief cf my un- 
u kindnefs, and the barbarous treatment of thofe 
ii mercenary wretches (lie was thrown among. 

u At other times, Heavens! would he fay, 
* c what a monfter of villany muft I appear- to the 
" world whenever this black myftery is unraveli'd : 
<i — Was it not enough, that I by lies, and all the 
u ftratagems that wicked wit could form, betray'd 
" her innocence, and triumph'd over a virtue im- 
" pregnable to common arts ; but I muft alfo mur- 
tc der the unfortunate vi&im of my wild defires ! — • 
u 'Tis poftible too, add he, the little wretches who 
a owe their being to me. 

"Horrors unfpeakable attended thefe re- 
" fleclions : — he fell into a kind of defpair -, but 
<i in his calmer moments wifh'd only that (he 
u might be living, and that Heaven would allow 
* c him life enough to make a reparation for the 
" injuries he had done her, and the miferies fhe 
t( had fuftained. 



" Frequently revolving in his mind what 
" it was he ought to do, he orew at 1 m J I vefohite 
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" to do it : — accordingly he related to his mother 
<< the whole affair, (hewing her Jemima's letters, 
" and explaining every paflage ; the old lady was 
" extremely amazed, but far from condemning the 
cc prefent fentiments of his heart. — But the bare 
" acknowledging his error did not now Teem fuf- 
<c ficient for the penitent. Lothario : — he dif, 
<c patch'd a meflenger to London, the very fame 
" man who had perform'd the office of father in 
" giving him her hand ; he had orders to fearch 
" for her in all parts, and not return 'till he had 
<c found her; and that in cafe he were fo fortu- 
" nate, to bring her down in a coach and fij:, 
tc with her two little ones, and proper attendant?, 
4C for a woman whom he declared his lawful wife. 

Ci Wonderful refo'ution ! — but what can- 
<c not ficknefs bring about? — when the gay fcenes 
<c of life are all clofed up ; — when all the com- 
KC panions of our former pleafures fly our converfe, 
tc and we no longer are fociety for any but the old 
cc and grave; — when melancholy faces only ap- 
cc proach the darken'd room ; when our ftrength 
cc decays, all our fpirits languid, and death knocks 
<c at the heart ; then it is that the idea of our paft 
tc errors rife in dreadful profpecf. before the eyes of 
«< our imagination, and menace future woes. 

" His mind, however, was fomewhat more 
c < compofed after the departure of the meflenger, 
cc but his body had little or no relief from rnedi- 
" cine : — his mother was inconfolable, but did 
*« every thing in her power to comfort him ; arid 
<c as fhe found the care of Jemima and his two 
cc fons chiefly engrofled his thoughts, gave him 
c£ continual aUurances, that if fhe was fo miferable 
tc as to furvive him, thofe perfons fo near and dear 
" to him fliould (hare all her tendernefs, 
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"The fellow entrufted on this errand by Lo- 
6C thario, went about it with a great deal of ala- 
" crity, not only as he faw his matter's peace, 
a perhaps his life, depended on the fuccefs of ir, 
u but alfo as he had always thought what he had 
" acled in regard to Jemima was treacherous and 
4 « bafe. 

€t Having a good horfe, and a willing; mind, 
" he reach'd London fooner than could have been 
" expected. — The fir (I place he went to was the 
u midwife, whom he rated bitterly for her cruel 
c< ulage of a young lady, who, he faid, migtv: 
<c eafily be difcover'd not to be one of thole v. ho 
" proititute themfelves for hire. — She made whac 
<fr awkard excufes file could; (aid, It was m-i- 
" dam's own fault 5 if (he had told her the truth, 
u care (hould have been taken of her and herchil- 
'* dren too. Then, to prove her honefty, deli- 
" vered into his hands the letter, with the bill be- 
u fore-mentioned, in it. 

<c Thence he went to Dalinda, but with what 
* c a torrent of abufe and fcurrility did he hear the 
* c reputation of the poor Jemima overwhelmed 
il by this barbarous woman ! And when he en- 
" deavoured to put a Hop to it, by alluring her, 
" that (he was his matter's wife, that he bad de- 
" clar'd her fuch to his mother and all his friends, 
" and that he himfelfhad been witnefs of the mar- 
" riage ; (he either did not, or pretended not to 
" believe one fyllable of what he faid, but per- 
" fiftingin calling her vagabond, infamous ftrum- 
<c pet, and all the opprobrious names that malice 
"could invent; — concluding with wifhing fhe 
"and her brats might be dead, that with them 
" the fcandal fhe had brought upon their family 
" might ceafe, 

I 3 « The 
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"The man was fhock'd at her brutality ; but 
u perceiving that the more he efpoufed the caufe 
cc of this unhappy creature, the more bitter fhe 
" grew, and alfo that there was no intelligence 
<c to be gain'd from this quater, took his leave, 
ct though not without telling her, he was certain. 
<£ that his matter,, if he lived, would relent the 
" treatment fhe fo unjuftly gave his wife* 

"Where now to direct his fearch he was 
" wholly at a lofs : — being fully inform'd by the- 
" midwife of the miferable condition in which fhe 
c< left her houfe, he had recourfe to all the parifhr 
cc nurfes, hofpitals, work-houfes, leaving no place 
<c of public charity without making the moft 
<c ft rift, enquiry 5 but not the leaft information* 
* c could he receive, and after having rambled over 
Ki this wide city and fuburbs for feveral days with- 
4t out any fuccefs v he began to fear, Jeaft in thae- 
" depth of mifery fhe had been plung'd into, (he 
4t fhould have fallen into defpair, and put an end* 
<c to her own life, and thofe which (he had no 
cc longer any means of preferving. 

"With a mind, which thefe thoughts ren- 
" der*d very much troubled, did he fet out for 
cs his return, almoft dreading to fee his matter's 
<c face, fince unable to carry home to him any 
" part of what he fo ardently wifh'd, that it 
* c feem'd as if his life depended on it*. 

<£ jEMIMA's fufferings were however not 
ic yet arrived at their period ; Heaven thought fie 
" to try her yet a little farther, thereby to make 
16 her virtue more confpicuous : — while the fer- 
^ vant of Lothario was in queft of her with ho- 
lC nour, peace, and plenty in his hand, fhe was 

4i running. 
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" running thro* dangers, hardships, and forrows, 
u which nothing but the Supreme Giver of con- 
" rage, and her perfect confidence in him, could 
" have enabled her to fuftain. 

" Slow was tne progrefs fhe made in her long 
ftC journey, not being able to travel more than five 
a or fix miles in a whole day, the' it was therv 
" fumrner, and the fun ruled three parts of the 
" four-and-twenty hours.. 

" Tt would be endlefs to recount the manv re - 
lc buffs fhe met with when craving any afliitancc 
" to help her on her way, and the difficulty fhe 
" found in getting lodging for heifelf and little- 
a ones, even though fhe offered to pay them for 
4C it beforehand : — the wretches fcrupled to gjve 
" her fhelter becaufe (he had not a pafs, and fome 
<c were cruel enough to tell her, they were fure 
" fhe had been whipped out of London ; for were 
<fi (lie an honeft woman, the magiftrates would 
" not have refufed to give her that teftimony of 
" her good behaviour,- 

<c Some few indeed" were more merciful, and 
a whatever their opinion might be of the caufe of 
" her diftrefs, the diflrefs they faw her in excited 
"their chanty, and for their own fakes made 
u them relieve her wants.. 

" Alternately (he happened among favages 
cc and chriftians, but even the latter, too much 
u influenced by appearances, were very fparing 
" of their bounty; 5 and it would have been ut— 
u terly impoflible for her, weakened as fhe was- 
" by hard living, and the immenfe fatigue me un- 
" der went,, had not that Almighty Being, who* 
h/L "when* 
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u when we think him fartheft from us, is often 
Ci neaicil to us with his aid, fnatched her now 
" almoft linking foul from the miferies in which 
" it had fo long been plunged, and gracioufly re* 
Cl warded the virtue it had tried. 

"She had not reached quite the mid-way to- 
" where (he wifhed to be, before fhe became fo 
" weak, that *he rather crept than walk'd, and 
" fometimes was near falling: — unable to fup- 
" port the weight of the two children at once, fhe 
<c would lay one down, and carry the other a little 
" farther ; then place that in the fame manner, 
" and go back and fetch him fhe had left behind ; 
" by this means, though fhe eafed her burthen, 
" fhe increafed her fteps, 

"Either a pebble,, or fome piece of broken 
4t glafs in the road, had cut one of her feet ; and 
" fhe fat down under a hedge,, and plucked off 
" her fhoe and flocking, where perceiving the 
" blood run pretty plentifully, flie wafh'd it with 
" her tears, and wiped It with a handkerchief fhe 
" took out of a little bag tied to her fide, and con- 
" tained all the poor neceflaries fhe had for her- 
" felf and infants. 

"Little did fhe think any eye, but that of 
<c Heaven, faw her in this employment, till having 
<c dreiTed her wound as well as fhe could, and 
" given fuck to both her children, fhe was pre- 
" paring to profecute her journey in the fame 
" fafhion, but was hindered by a footman, who 
" came running haftily crofs the field toward her. 

"As foonas he came near enough to be heard by 
" her, "Stay,good woman," faid he, "you fee m to 

" be 
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*-<> be in. an ill condition to travel ; — my mafler and 
<< lady, who have obferved you, have therefore or- 
" dered you fhould come to their houfe, and take 
* 4 fome rtfrefhment. 

u She lifted up her hands and eyes to Heaven in 
" token of acknowledgment, and faw, which be- 
" fore (be had not done, the back part of a fine 
u (eat, which had a fummer-houfe on the garden- 
" wall, and diredlly oppofite to the place where 
« fhe had been fitting. 

" The man took both the children out of her 
" arms, and carried them for her, and (he followed, 
" though with a very limping pace, through a little 
u gate on the farther fide of the field, which opened 
* into the back part of the houfe. 

"JEMIMA was then conducted into a par- 
ct lour, where fat a gentleman and lady, both of. 
" middle age, but who had all the virtues of hu- 
cc manity imprinted on their faces. The lady 
" afked her feveral queftions, as whence fhe came, 
<c how far (he intended to travel, and the reafon of 
4< her being reduced to fuch a miferable fituation ; 
" to the two former our heroine anfwered with 
" plainnefs and fincerity, but as to the latter only 
" faid, many odd circumflances had concurred to 
u render her fo. The gentleman then faid, u I fup- 
" pofe you have loft your hufband, perhaps, before 
" the birth of thefe children. No, fir, (replied 
" fhe,) I hope he is flill living - , and that the fame 
cc gracious Power which has brought me fo far oa 
*' my way, will in the end conduct me to him. 

" As they perceived fhe fpoke with fome agi~ 
u tations, and the marks of grief were burfting in . 
I s " he'r 
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** her eyes, they would not trouble her with any. 
4 * farther interrogations, but ordered the footman 
Ci to let the houiekeeper know, it was their plea- 
u fure this unfortunate (banger fhould haye every 
" thing needful for her refrefhment. 

<c Nothing could ' be performed with greater 
** punctuality than thefe commands ; our fair wan- 
u derer found herfelf treated with no Ick tender- 
" nefs than (he could have been, had fhe been 
441 known for what fhe was. 

"-Birr the hofpitality of thofe worthy perfons 
"did not flop here. They would not fufFer her 
*•* to think- of profecuting her journey in the man- 
" ner (he had done :— they informed her, that a 
** wag^ n J ways paflVd by that roac,. which went 
** to the place to wuch (lie was going, .and fhe 
* c fhould be put into it with her children, and money 
" given to defray the expences. 

" This was joyful news indeed to Jemima, not 
** only as it would be-.fuch an eafe to her fatigue,. 
4< but alfo that fhe fhould arrive there much foorver 
^ 6 than 'fe could propoie to do by the way fhe had ; 
ci i-icie/to travelled , <md now all her prayers to 
^ H-.-aven were that fhe might find Lothario at her 
* c arrival. " Shou'd he happen to have left his 
** feat and gone to London, while I have been pur* 
iX luing: him with thefe weary fteps, (faid fhe to 
^ herfelf,) It would be the extrem< ft malice <-f my. 
" fate, and all I have io long' fufFered be but the 
**• beginning of my fo« rows/' 

" But thefe defponding thoughts only juft 
*' flafhet! u f "»n her and »*ere 'f-ue: — fhe would 
4< give way to nothing which fhould render her* 
«* unworthy the care of Providence by diftruliing 

« it,. 
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" ir, and refolute to be always thankful for the 
u £Ood, and to endure with patience all the ills 
"it mould inflidt, brought her mind into that 
c< happy compofure, which meaner fouls are in— 
" capable of knowing. 

" The third day after her arrival at this afy- 
" lum, was that in which the waggon ufuallycamc 
cc by; but little did (lie think {he was much nearer 
"•to the accomplifhment of her wifhes than her molt 
" fanguine hopes could have flattered her with. 

" How wonderful, how myfterious, are the 
<* ways of Heaven ! By what unfeen, ungueffeu' 
" at means, are frequently the greateft-ev&nts* 
''brought about V 

iC She rofe early in the morning to give as little 
u trouble to the fervants as /he could, and came 
" down flairs. As they were preparing her break- 
u fair, and (he was fitting with one infant in her 
<l lap, and the other lying on a little (tool near- 
c ' c her, a footman came nattily in, and 1 called to* 
u the butler^ faying, " John, here's your brother 
tc at the gate. ,r The fellow ran haflily,.and pre--- 
<c fently returned with a perfon -with him, whole 
- c face Jemima thought (he was -acquainted with, 
" But on viewing him more attentively, and hear- 
u ing him fpeak, recollecled it was no other rhnrv 
" him who had affilted at her marriage, and been* 
s< pailed upon her as a country gentleman. 

"A thousand, various thoughts -at* or-c.r. af«~ 
sc failed her: — to fee before her eyes a perfon „.. 
£C who fo well knew the truth of her engagement ■> 
* c with Lothario, and at the lame time to fee him 
<c in a character fo widely different from what the 
,:i could have expected, railed in her ft: eh confu'l-cH 
I 6 ■■« cm<ri,,iv;, 
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* c emotions as her fpirits were unable to fuflain, 
* c and fhe fainted away. 

" The fervants running to her afliftance, made 
<c the ftranger turn his eyes that way, but, good 
cc God! what was his aftonifhment, his joy, when 
*' in the face of this fair afflicted, he plainly difco- 
" vered the features of her he had with fo much 
" pains been fearching. All the time they were 
<f bringing her to herfelf, and fome moments after 
" her recovery, he was able to utter nothing but 
" acclamations of tranfport, and fhe herfelf was 
4( the firft to gain prefence of mind to enquire about 
"Lothario. He then gave her a brief detail of 
Ci the anxiety Lothario was in to fee her, and the 
* c impatience the good old lady exprefled to em- 
" brace her and her two grandchildren ; of the 
<c fruitlefs enquiries he had made for her all over 
<c London, and how he was returning with a heart 
" opprefTed with grief, when he was fo fortunate 
^ to call that way to fee his brother. 

u Though Jemima did not comprehend the 
* c whole of the affair, yet fhe gathered enough by 
vt what he faid, to know that Heaven. had been 
*< working very great things in her favour. 

<c The eclaircifement, however, of her quality 
*< and condition, was plain enough to all who 
44 heard it; but one of the maids, who had taken 
c< a particular fancy to her, was fo tranfported at 
" it, that (he could not forbear running in to her 
cx lady and acquainting her with what had parted, 
44 The lady herfelf was aftonifhed at fo extraordi- 
" nary an event, and impatient to be confirmed, 
<c fent for Jemima, and the fervant of Lothario, 
ic whole mafter they were perfectly acquainted 
*' with. 

" Aftejs 
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<« After having gratified her curiofity fo the 
iC utmoft, and hearing the dangerous fituation of 
" Lothario's health, thought no time was to be 
" loft, and therefore told Jemima fhe fhould have 
<c her coach-and-fix immediately got ready, which 
«- as the roads were good, would carry her home 
" that night, 

" It would be needlefs to recite the corrgratula- 
cc tions of the one part, and the acknowledgments 
" of the other. — It is eafy to fuppofe they were 
" befitting the perfons and occafion. I fhall only 
" fay, that the lady would needs compel Jemima 
" to exchange the habit (he had on, for a rich robe 
iC de chambre of her own, and all other things (he 
" had occafion for. She alfo made the children 
" be wrapt in fine mantles, and as foon as every 
i( thing was ready they fet forward, attended by 
" the lady's own woman in the coach^ and a fec- 
" vant on horfeback. 

" No ill accident intervening, they arrived, a- 
u bout the du(k of the evening, at the feat of Lo- 
u thario, were Jemima had: the infinite fatisfac- 
" tion to find herfelf received with the extreme!! 
" tendernefs by a mother whofe character {he had 
" formerly been made fo much to dread. 

« The fir ft teftimony (he gave her of her good- 
" nefs, was to make prefents to thofe who had at- 
" tended her, which were two guineas to the foot- 
" man, three to the coachman, and five to the 
" woman, into the latter of whofe hands, (he alfo 
«" put a letter (lie had wrote to her lady, full of 
<c acknowledgments of the favours (he had con- 
<c ferred on her daughter-in-law and grandchil- 
" dren, and intreating fhe would accept of the 
" fmall token of her gratitude which (he inclofed 
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* 4 in it, and was indeed a diamond ring of confi- 
" derable value. 

" The happinefs of Jemima would now have 
u been perfecl:, had Lothario's ftate of bodily health 
" been equal to that of his mind ; but, alas, his 1 
*' mortal frame was too far exhauffed, and the 
" lamp of life near being extinguifhed on her ar- 
*' rival. Great precaution was taken, left what 
*< he mod defired fhould be fatal to him ; — they 
44 did not therefore inform him all at once thatfhei 
tc was come, yet when he law her, he fell- into 
" faintings alarming to all prefent.. 

" It would be impoffible to defcribe the con- 
ii cern that overwhelmed her tender heart, and- 
** what a n/ixture of delight and grief ftie felt at 
** the marks of an unfeigned affection he gave, on> 
4< his recovery, to herfelf and little ones, 

" Perceiving within himfelf, however, that 
** his date of life was almoft expired, he ordered 
** his will to be made, in which he fettled five 
hundred pounds a year by way of jointure on his 
" dear wife, fix thoufand pounds as a portion for 
ic his younger fon, with fome few other legacies,., 
" and the bulk, of his eftate on the fuft-born of 
|C Jemima. 

c< But. I muft not forget to inform my. reader, 
4< that in order to leave every thing as fecure as- 
sc poffible,. he had the beft civilians as well as di- 
u vines confulted on the fubjedt of his marriage, 
*< who all agreed it was valid, and no manner of 
,c 'difpute. could afterwards arif© upon it. 

" His worldly affairs being thus fettled to his 
3 < mind, he devoted himfelf invirely to the thoughts 

« of 



y Google 



book 22, SPECTA TO R. 207- 

" of a future flare, and died in a few days full of 
4< refignation and compofednefs. 

<< Such a lofs could not but be very affecting: 
6i to Jemima as well as to his mother, but both> 
u thefe excellent perfons were too well acquainted 
tc with their duty not to fubmit to the will of 
u Heaven ; fo I (hall only fay, that after the firfb 
"emotions were over, each endeavoured to con* 
" fole the other* 

<< Our heroine indeed gave the trueft proof of; 
" her affe&ion, by framing,, and perfevering in a> 
u refolution never to know a fecond bed, and by 
i4 the care of his children's education, who pro- 
" mife to be hereafter mining examples, that, in) 
" an age abounding with vice and folly,, it is not-: 
" impoffible to be wife and virtuous, 

4< It is now fix teen years fince the d-eceafe of 
"Lothario,, in which time fhe has rejected every 
" offer made her upon the fcore of marriage, and 1 
" has continued to live with the old lady, and paid 
" her all the refpeft of a daughter 5 and the other 
" treated her in the fame manner as if fhe had been > 
u her own:- — an entire harmony has always fub- 
u fitted between them, and the ftoryof Jemima's 
u fuffering being foon made public, every body 
" admired the proofs ftie had ^iven of fo uncom- 
u mon a fortitude ; — all bur Dalinda, who had too » 
^ much envy in her nature to hear of her niece's- 
^ happinefs,. and the prailes- given to her, without: 
u thi owing out a thoufand invidious iefle6tions 5 . 
c< whici* ho w vcr were lmle regarded by thofe- 
Ci who heaid ihem, A pure and upright mind will,,. 
** like the fun 5 ever get the better of all the mifts- 

«. f s 



d by Google 



ioS TheFEMALE book 22, 

" of detraction and ill-nature. As one of the 
* r beftolf our Englifh poets fays : 

" Tho' pung'd in ills, and exercis'd in care, 
46 Yet never let the noble mind defpair; 
€C For blefiings always wait on virtuous deeds, 
< c And tho 5 a late, a fure reward fucceeds. 

cc But of all the admirers of her good qualift- 
c< cations, none was more fincerely fo, than that 
* 4 lady by whom fhe had been fo bounteoufly re- 
* c lieved, and at whofe houfe fhe fortunately met 
<c the only perfon who had it in his power to put 
" an end at once to her fatigues. 

" The two families are perfectly united, and 
ii as neither of them are any great lovers of the 
4< town, whenever they make an excurfion it is 
* c only to each other. 

" And now let me end this tedious narrative 
* c with wifhing, that whenever any of my fex 
« c (hall be in the fame dilemma with Jemima, they 
" may, by the fame fortitude and patience, be ex- 
" tricated from it." 



The ingenious authorefs of this hiftory has 
related all the pafTages of it in fo agreeable and 
inftruclive a manner, that fhe has left little room 
for any additions from the Female Spectator. 

Both fexes may indeed find very good Iefibns 
for the improvement of their morals ! — a juft 
remorfe ariflng from a confcioufnefs of guilt in 
Lothario, patience and courage under the moft 
Clocking of all diftrefTes in Jemima, and hofpi- 
tality and charity in that worthy lady who relieved 

her, 
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her, are all too beautifully painted, not to make 
the lenfible reader deeply affected with them. 

I would fain, however, have the ladies 
reflect on the danger of clandeftine marriages : 
— there are men, who, like Lothario, have the 
power of deceiving, and not, like him, are ca- 
pable of remembering they have done aught amifs ; 
and had not Heaven in a peculiar manner touched 
the heart of this once gay rovej, what muft have 
become of the undone Jemima ! — By what means 
could flie have proved herfelf his wife ! — would 
not the whole world have laughed at her aflert- 
ing fuch a thing? And with all that (lock of ho- 
nour, fidelity, and the thoufand other virtues fhe 
was miftrefs of, would (he have been looked 
upon as any better than a proftitute, and muft 
not herfelf and helplefs infants have been ren- 
dered as wretched and contemptible as they now~ 
are happy! 

So many circumftances, 'tis true, concurred 
to make her confent to a marriage of this nature, 
that tho' I trembled for the event, as I was read- 
ing pare of her hiftory, I could find nothing to 
condemn in what (he did ; but all are not fur- 
mfhed with the like motives, yet headftrong venture 
on what has no medium in its confequences, but 
when failing to make them perfectly happy y is fure 
to make them confummately miferable. 

But as I intend hereafter to make this fubjeel: 
a part of my lucubrations, I (hall fay no more 
of it at this time, but conclude with wifhing the 
amiable Jemima all the fatisfadlion {he can hope 
for from children who can never pay too much 
duty to fuch a mother* 

BOOK 
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B O O K XXIII. 

AS thefe effays are now drawing toward a: 
period, I am defirous of obliging as many 
as I can of thofe correfpondents, Avho have any 
pretence "to the favour of the public, whetheHt 
be for wit,, humour, or matter of improvement,. 
my readers fhall this month be entertained chiefly 
with the works of others >; in order as they corns 
to hand* 

To the Female Spectator* 

" Madam,. 
« I Was one of the firft who fubfcribed to your 
u undertaking, and have ever fince continued 
< c to do fo ; which is enough to convince you how 
" well I have been pleafed with it, without mak- 
<4 ing any farther encomiums, 

" But, notwithftanding the fatisfa&ion your 
*-' works in general have afforded me, you muft 
" allow me to tell you, that I think you a little in 
" the wrong, in one pofition you have advanced, 
" and flatter myfelf you will pardon my taking 
* c this liberty,, fince it is nothing you have reafon 
" to be afhamed of, and were only led into by ex- 
" cefs (if I may fo call it) of fincerity and opennefs 
u of heart, 

" In your laft book of volume the third, you 
ic were pleafed to give us a differtation upon lying, 
^ which I believe charmed all your readers, at 
u kaft.it did as many as I heard mention it, which 

* c I. afiitie- 
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& < I allure you were no inconfiderable body: and 
" indeed you have fo admirably painted out the 
ic folly and wickednefs of that vice, in the inftances, 
,; < vou let before our eyes of the boaftful, the 
u marvellous, the abufive, and the evafive lye,. 
Li as I think muft render it deteftable to thofe molt 
<c guilty of it. I doubt not but it has had the 
« good effect you intended, and can really felici- 
ic tSte you on one convert of my particular ac- 
u quaintance, who feldom u fed to come into any. 
"company, without having fome new wonder to. 
" entertain them with ; and ilnce this reading your 
u book, is become fo very fparing of his hyper- 
si boles,, that he now fcarce gives to matters of 
" facl fuch epithets as they might juftly merits 
" So liable are we to fly from one extreme to its- 
"■ contrary. 

<c And now, madam, having told my fincere 
" opinion, as to the greateft part of the above- 
u mentioned effay, you muft give me leave to be 
" no lefs free,, as to that which does not fo welL 
" pleafe me,, giving you my promife beforehand, 
4C to advance nothing through partiality, or what 
4C I will not take upon me to defend by arguments 
" which feem to me unanfwerable. 

" To come then briefly to the point. I think 
" the love you bear to truth renders you guilty of 
" a too great aufterity, when you condemn thofe 
" things as highly criminal, which no perfon of 
" underftanding looks on as any other than mere 
" amufement : — I mean the little fictions- with 
ci which our news-papers every day abound, and 
" by their manifeft contradictions and improprieties 
44 are highly diveiting to the reader. 

«•' I CAH- 
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" I -can by no means agree with you, that 
""when affairs are of fuch a nature as is improper 
<c to be communicated to the public, all our ora- 
<c cles fhould ceafe, and we are told nothing at 
" all, rather than be impofed upon, as you phrafe 
* c it, by fabulous accounts ; and the reafons why 
<fc 1 cannot have the honour to be of your way of 
" thinking; are thefe. 



J t> 



" First, becaufe I take it for granted, no 
<c man in his right fenfes can be impofed upon by 
"' what is communicated to him in this manner. 

cc And, fecondly, becaufe in time of calamity, 
<c every thing that ferves in the leaft degree to ex- 
"hilerate the fpirits, and exercife the rifable fa- 
4C cuky, ought not to be depreciated, 

* c That this is the effecl: of thofe poor harm- 
tCr lefs papers which for a long time have ifTued' 
€i from the prefs, I believe nobody will deny. I 
"■■ appeal «ven to the Female Spectator herfelf, 
** fevere as /he is, if fhe has not fometimes been 
" forced into a fmile at reading the grave abfur- 
** dities they frequently contain. 

<c Thofe who are leaft inclined to favour pan- 
€i tomime, cannot forbear laughing, in fpite of 
" their diflike, at the little tricks and artifices of 
<c harlequin ; and certainly none we fee, in thofe 
* c entertainments on the ftage, can be more ludi- 
<c crous, than the intelligences 1 fpeak of, and am 
* c defending, merely becaufe they are fo. 

cc For example;, did ever the celebrated Mr. 
" Lun whip with greater agility through a table- 
" drawer, a looking-glafs, or corner-cupboard, than 
6t thefe accounts make, whoever they have a 
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" mind to kill or fave, pafs from death to life, or 
" from captivity to triumph ? — Have we not 
<; been told one day, that a general officer, af(er 
" his throat being cut almoft from e#r to ear, was 
" taken prifoner, and his wound fewed up, but 
<< with very little hopes of life 3 and the very next, 
<c did not the fame paper inform us, that, he was 
tc one hundred leagues diftantfrom the place where 
ct he was faid to be wounded, at the head of the 
" regiment, ravaging the country; and all this, and 
u many other fuch contradictions, in the fpace of 
u twenty-four hours, without the leaft apology 
cc made for the foregoing miftakes ? which (hews 
" the authors of them indeed above the modefty 
" o^ defiring they (hould pafs for fuch* 

" Are not the greateft princes in the world re- 
" prefented to us under fuch different characters, 
<c that he who is called weak and wilful at one 
" time, at another is magnified for a fecond Solo- 
<c mon ? — As to fleets, embarkations, armies, 
" battles, they are thrown together in a moA plea- 
" fant medley, and victories and defeats given 
" alternately to one fide and the other, fo that nei- 
" ther can be faid to have any caufe to be offended, 
" the reader at home is diverted, or at leaft 
" amujed, at the expence of nobody. 

" Upon my word, madam, we (hould pafs 
" our time at the coffee- ho ufe very dully, if it 
<c were not for thefe fictions, which the more ex- 
u travagant and enormous they are, anfwer the 
<c end we propofe by reading them the better. 
" Therefore, as they neither impofe upon the 
u underftanding, not are any other way hurtfuJ, 
" but on the contrary fill up the ft vacuum in the 
" mind, which perhaps might be worfe employed, 
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' <c I will venture to pronounce them a fort of lyes, 
** which plead their own forgivenefs. 

cc But there is yet another motive which me- 
ic thinks (hould abate the afperity of a Femalf 
<c Spectator, which is, the confideration that 
<c thefe inventions put bread into mouths which 
cc otherwife would want it. Many a wretched au~ 
« l thor muft ftarve in his garret if extracts of pre- 
xc tended letters from abroad did not fupport him : 
<( it is half a crown foon earned, and readily paid 
<' by the publifher, who finds his own account in 
<c it by the fale of his paper. 

" Numbers alfo of poor people, called hawk- 
<c ers, get a comfortable fubfiftence by retailing or 
44 lending out thefe daily romances, which are 
44 equally amufing to the country as the town. 

Ci For Heaven's fake therefore, madam, ceafe 
cc to condemn what is fo beneficial to the needy 
c4 part of mankind, and fo diverting to the better 
*" c fort ; nor defcend to pafs a ferious cenfure on 
cc fuch untruths as have it not in their power to 
<c deceive. We ought methinks to confider them 
cc in the fame light with thofe tales of giants and 
" fairies, which nurfes tell the children they have 
<c under their care, in order to keep them out of 
* c mifchief, and pleafe their fancies as they fit 
cc quietly by the fire-fide. 

cc I flatter myfelf, that what I have faid on 
<c this head will be convincing not only to you, 
<c but to as many as {hall read it -, that the accounts 
" given in our news-papers, defer ve not to be 
<c blended with thofe other lyes, which do fo much 
<c mifchief in the world 5 and I am, however we 
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" may differ in this particular, with the greateft 
u admiration of your writings in general, 

Madam, 
Little- Britain Your moft bumble and 

Dec. 30/ 174.5. moft devoted fervant, 

L.D, 

4C P, S. I (hall be glad to know your fentiments 
■" on what I have advanced, and that I have your 
" pardon for the liberty I take*" 

The latter of thefe requefts the gentleman 
may be aflured of our compl'ance with,, not only 
by our inferting his epiftle, but alfo by the decla- 
ration we long fince made, that every correfpon- 
dent was free to fpeak his opinion ; but defire to 
he excufed from making any comment on his 
pofition. — Our readers will doubtlefs do it for us.; 
and he will be the better judge of what the pub- 
lic think of it, than if any attempt were made by 
the Female Spectator, to influence either fa- 
vour or cenfure. 

The next that lies before us on the table, is on 
a fubjecl, which, tho' more than once touched 
upon in the courfe of thefe lucubrations, can never 
be too often repeated, nor can pall upon the mind 
•of any juftly-thinking reader. 

To the Female Spectator. 

" Madam, 
<c As it is eafy to perceive by thofe writings 
'*' with which you have obliged the public, 
<c that you are far from one of thofe who believe 
" the doctrine of non-entity after death, I fancy 
" there is no occasion to apologize for my fend- 
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€C ing you a few loofe thoughts which occafionally 
« occurred to me on reading fome paffages in Lu- 
•*< cretius. 

*' It is the.mtsfortune of this great flickler againft 
<c futurity, and indeed of all thofe who have copied 
" after him, to fall into fuch contradictions as I 
4C think mult be manifeit to any one who confiders 
" them; and which it would puzzle all their learn- 
" ing and philofophy to reconcile. 

"Bur it would be quite unfair to lay an accu- 
4C fation of this kind, without producing fome 
cc proofs of the truth of it. I fhall therefore quote 
cc two or three paffages out of the many might be 
<c brought from that work, which for its elegance 
<c and purity of ftile is very juftly admired, but, I am 
" forry to fay, have made but too many profelytes. 

u Fo-R the benefit of thofe who may not un- 
*< derftand the original, I {ball give them as they 
<< are excellently well tranflated by Mr. Dryden. 

" Intending, I fuppofe, to guard his readers 
* c againft the fear of death, he fays, 

" What has this bugbear death to frighten man ? 
" If fouls can die as well as bodies can ! 
<c For, as before our death we felt no pain, — 
" So, when our mortal part (hall be disjoined, 
<c The lifelefs lump, uncoupled from the mind, 
*' From fenfe of grief, and pain we fhall be free; 
" We fhall not feel, becaufe we fhall not b e : 
cc Nay, ev'n fuppofe when we have fuffer'd fate, 
* c The foul could feeJ in her divided ftate, 
" What's that to us ? for W e are only We, 
<c While foul and bodies in one frame agree. 

"HereI cannot forbear interrupting him by 
c< afking, What then ? Suppofe, as he fays, that 
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' We are only We, while the foul remains in 
c the fame body it now is, if it is tranflated into 
c another, according to the fyftem of Pythagoras, 
c it is methinks but a poor eontolation, that fu- 

< ture We fhall fuffer in another form for the 

< crimes committed by us in the prefent We. 

< Oh ! but we (hall know nothing of it, he tells 
;< us j for he goes on yet bolder ftill : 

" Nay, tho' our atoms ftand revolv'd by chance, 
" And matter leap into the former dance, 
" What gain to us would all this buftle bring 
<< The new-made man would be another thing, 
" When once an interrupting paufe is made, 
"That individual being is decay'd : 
" WE, who are dead and gone, fhall bear no part 
4C In all the pleafures, nor (hall kd the fmart, 
" Which to that other mortal (hall accrue, 
" Whom of our matter fate (hall mould anew. 
<* For whofoe'er fhall in misfortunes live : 
" Muft be when thefe misfortunes fhall arrive : 
" And fincethe man who is not, feels not woe, 
" (For death exempts him, and wards offthe blow) 
" Which we the living only feel and bear, 
" What is there left for us in death to fear ? 
" When oncethat paufe of life has come between, 
" 7 Tis juffc the fame as we had never been. 

"And again, by way of corroboration to the 
' foregoing pofition he- adds, though at fome di- 
* ftance, thefe lines on the fame thought. 

" Ev'n in fleep, the body wrapt in eafe, 

" Supinely lies, as in the peaceful grave, 

" And wanting nothing, nothing does it crave: 

" Were that found fleep eternal, it were death, 

" Then death to us, and death's anxiety, 

" Is lefs than nothing, if a lefs could be : 
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" For then our atoms, which in order lay, 

<c Are fcatter'd from their heap, and puff'd away; 

cc And never can return into their place, 

* c When once the paufe of life has left an empty 

" fpace : 
4C And, therefore, if a man bemoan his lot, 
*' That after death, his mould'ring limbs (hall rot; 
ct Or flames, or jaws of beafts devour his mafs, 
c< Know he's an unfirxere, unthinking afs, 
*< A fecret fting remains within his mind, 
* c The fool is to his own caft -offals kind 
" He boafls no fenfe can after death remain ; 
. «* Yet makes himfelf a part of life ag 
* c As if (ome other he could feel the pai 
" If while he live, this thought moleft his head, 
* ; He wailes his days in idle grief, nor can 
«' Diftinguifh 'twixt the body and the man : 
*' But thinks himfelf can ftill hi ufclf furvive, 
cc And what, when dead he feels not, feels alive: 
cc Then heiepines, that he was born to dye, 
« Nor knows in death, there is no other he; 
" No living h e remains, his grief to vent, 
4C And o'er his fenfelefs carcafe to lament." 

"You fee^ madam, he all along acknowledges 
*- c afoul; then pray what muft become of thought, 
«< memory, and reflection, (which were never yet 
" denied to the faculties of the foul) after this paufe 
« £ of life, as he calls it? — Would not paft tranf- 
tc actions dwell on the ever-waking mind, let it 
" be lodged in what habitation foever ? And how, 
cc therefore, could the new being be exempt from 
tc knowing, and confequently fiom being afftfled 
tc with what it had done in the former one ? 

c - To agree with him, in my opinion, there is 
<c an abfolute necefiity, either that matter is capa- 
" ble of thought, or that fpirit is capable of infen- 
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" fibility ; neither of which is conformable to phi 
■" lofophy or to reafon. 



a 



" Every one knows he thinks, remembers, 
compares, reflects, and judges ; and we all know 
<l as well, that when the foul is departed, the clay 
•" that is left behind can do none of thefe. — Thefc, 
" therefore, are manifeftly the properties of the 
" foul ; — and this is fufficient for the full part of 
Ci the argument. 

" Then as to the infenfibility of the foul, mind, 
u or fpirit, call it by which name you will, for they 
<{ all anfwer the fame meaning, it is not in our 
" power to forget many things we perhaps would 
■ 6Q wifh to do, nor to avoid thoughts which we 
" never fo much endeavour to bury in oblivion. 
" — The foul, in fpite of all our efforts, will (liil 
u exert itfelf, and even in ileep prtfent us with 
" what ideas it pleafes : — the immortal fpark will 
" fhine though the thickeft mifts of ignorance ; 
a and the moil: rude and untaught favage will find 
tc he has fomething in him, which is not in his 
■" power to fupprefs. 

" As matter then can be no way affiilant to the 
"fpirit, but is rather a clog to it, certainly when 
M feparated from that grofs companion, it will aft 
" with -yet greater force or freedom ; nor can any 
u form it might hereafter be lodged in, deprive it 
" of that fenlibility which is indeed its very eilence. 

"It had doubtlefs been more artful in htm to 
u have omitted that unlucky fuppofition, that the 
u foul could feel in her divided Hate, than to pre- 
u tend to prove it infenfible of what it felt, whe- 
*' ther tranilated into a new mafs of matter, or 
u reunited to the former. 

K a " Is 
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<c I N fine, the belief of futurity, and rewards 
** and punifhments after death, is plain and eafy, 
* c agreeable both to nature and reafon ; implanted 
(C in the one, and confirmed to us by the other; 
" while all attempts made to overthrow it are per- 
« c plexing, confuted, abftrufe, and ferve only to 
* c fhew their own vanity and fallacy, when ferioufly 
<c examined into, and can have an effect on none 
46 but weak and irrefolute minds. 

iC Whether you read the works of thefe anti- 
c< eternitarians, or hear their difcourfe on that fub- 
"jecT, you will always find them full of contra- 
*' dictions ; and even the beft and moft plaufible 
<{ arguments they can bring, are founded on fup- 
" pofuions, and fupported by falfe logic. 

"It is however a great misfortune to the pub- 
<c lie, that they are fuffered, nay I fear encouraged 
" to broach their pernicious fentiments with the 
" boldnefs they do. — Some authors of late years, 
" have looked big on the reputation and fuccefs 
* c of books and pamphlets, which, in the memory 
€i of many '{till living, would have been burnt b-j 
6t the common hangman, and the writers, printers. 
€ * and publifhers rewarded according to their merit 

4C Nothing affords greater matter of aflonifli 
<c ment to foreigners, than to fee a people, wh< 
« 4 have paid fo dear for their religion, calmly, an< 
<c without any concern, behold that very religioi 
" depreciated, ridiculed, and treated in a manne 
" which the worn: enemies of Chriftianity woul 
6C have more decency than to be guilty of, 

u A s we boaft of being the pureft church i 
c * the world, and doubtlefs are fo, we ought me 
Ci thinks to be alhamed of being found fo muc 
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" lefs zealous in the defence of our principles, than 
" thofe are who abound with errors, and whofe 
u faith is little better than fuperftitious. 

" But to put all modes of worfhip out of the 
<c queftion ; for indeed what I have faid on that 
"head is digreflive from my purpofe; what we 
u call natural religion, and is realiy fuch, as it re- 
u quires no fmall art to erafe it from the heart, 
" that inborn principle, which, without the help 
<c of books or precept, informs us there is a Gud, 
" informs us alfo, that we have within us a fpark 
" of his immortal eflence, which can never die, but 
" muft exift to all eternity, in feme flate or other, 

" The wildeft natives of Africa and America 
« c w i 1 1 tell you, that when they die they (hall go 
" to another world beyond the fun ; and that rhty 
<4 look upon that as their home, not this t hey now 
*< inhabit. The notions of thefe poor creatures 
€i cannot be afcribed to pricftcraft, as our modem 
€i fcoffers at futurity are apt to call every thing 
<c that does not fquare with their own opinion :— 
*• no, it is the Creator himfelf who infpires them 
" with this knowledge, in common with the reft 
il of the human fpecies ; though we, alas ! too 
« c proud of our vain learning, take pains to darken 
" this light of nature in us, and build new fyftems 
" of our own, to puzzle and diftradt ourfelves, 
4< and as many as will give ear to them, 

€C But I trouble you too long, and befides am in 
<c danger of growing too grave for a work in which 
« I hope the honour of having this inferred ; I (hall 
" therefore take my leave, wifliing you and your 
" fair affociates all the fuccefs your endeavours 
4C merit from the public; and then* I am fure, 
K 3 " you 
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€t you will have as much as you can poflibly de~ 
" fire. I am, 

Madam, 

Bedford-Row, Y ° Ur moft humble,. 

Jm, 2, 1745-6- and raoft faithfully 

obedient fervant 

ExTRATELLUS." 

If what this gentleman has advanced, prove as 
agreeable to all who (hall happen to read it, as it 
does to us, none will find fault with its having a 
place in this eflay ; but I am forry to fay, that 
fentiments, fuch as his, are but too much explo- 
ded by the gay part of the world, for me to hope 
they will have the effect they ought, or that both 
of us could wiflu. 

It is indeed great pity that thofe who are fo 
unhappy, as to have fuch mean notions of the 
human foul as to level it with the animal, do not 
keep their opinion to themfelves ; for tho' I am en- 
tirely of Extr atellus's mind, that thofe who are 
influenced by it, can have no great fhare either of 
religion or true underftanding, and it can be no 
honour to their doctrine to make profelytes of fuch 5 
yet, as it may prevent all converts to a better, it 
were to be wifhed that a flop were put to all licen- 
tioufnefs of that kind, which certainly does more 
mifchief in the world than all others put together, 

I must alfo agree with him, that the argu- 
ments made ufe of againft exiftence after death,, 
render thofe who liften to them very much diflurb- 
ed in mind : the reafon of which is plain ; they 
cannot entirely filence the dictates of that divine 
emanation within them 5 it will roufe itfelf la fpite 
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of all efforts made to fupprefs it, and oecafion fuch 
ftruggles as muft infallibly throw their thoughts 
into a perpetual confufion. 

But as I have, in feveral other effayp, fuffi- 
ciently declared my fentiments on this fubjcct, I 
fhall add no more to it at prefent, but proceed to 
the next epiftle > which by order cf date claims & 
place. 

To the fair and ingenious authors of the Female 
Spectator. 

<c Ladies, 
" I T is highly probable, that what I am about 
cc to offer, is on that fubjecT* which at the firifc 
<c perufal, may be judged too trifling to be es- 
u tremely well reliihed, either by yourfeives, cr 
** the greateft part of your readers ; but as I fia-ter 
<c myfelf, that on a mature confideration it will 
<c appear of more weight, I venture to fend it ; 
" and fhall make no apology for doing (o y fince it 
cc is in your own breads whether you will inferc 
44 it or not. 

" There is fomewhat, methinks, flrangely 
iC contradictory in the judgment, tafte, and hu- 
cc mour of our modern wits. A man would be 
" looked upon as a very odd fellow in company, 
cc fhould he pretend to find fault with the writings 
" of the ancients, or cavil at the morals of the old 
66 philofophers :« — nay, our very legiflature has 
<c thought fit to build many of our laws on the 
" ten tables of the Romans. So high an idea have 
cc we of former ages, that when we labour to exalt 
" any great name of the prefent, we always find 
iC fome model among them to compare him to.. 
u An eminent patriot is a fecond Brutus ; a fuc- 
K 4 '" cefsfuJ 
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<c cefsful warrior an Alexander or a Julius Caefar ; 
" a good poet a Horace or Virgil ; a beneficent pa- 
" tron a Mecsenas ; an orator another Cicero, and 
" fo on ; as if it were impoilible that virtue and 
i£ good qualitiesfhouldbe theportion ofthefe times, 
" and could be copied only from the pafr. 

" Yet in fpite of all this veneration forthe great 
£C men of antiquity, we in a manner explode and 
" affect to treat with contempt a fcience which was 
" with them in the higheft eftimation ;— I mean, 
" that of aftrology. Start not at the name, good 
u ladies, I befeech you, for before I have done I 
" hope to convince you, that the fiudy of the 
" ftars, fo far as they relate to human events, is 
" both reafonable and beneficial. 

Qt The firft argument againft aftrology, and in- 
" deed that which moft merits our attention, be- 
" caufe founded on a religious principle, is, that we 
" ought nor to fearch into the fecret things of God, 
" and that it is taking from the powerof the Creator 
" to afcribe any influence to the creatures. 

" To the firft part of which I anfwer, that it 
fC feemsnot probable the ftudy of planetary afpecls 
<c fhould be among thofe fecret things into which 
cc we are forbidden to pry ; becaufe had it been Co f 
" man would not have been endued with faculties 
" capable of underftanding any part of the mean- 
" ing of thofe various motions and phafes a (kilful 
cc philofopher difcovers in them. The fecond, 
Ci methinks, has yet lefs weight, and may be re- 
<c futed by any one who confiders that all nature is 
cc govern'd by fecond caufes ; — that the Almighty 
" Author, when he formed the worlds, ordered it 
" fo^ that every individual Being in them fhould 
cc have dependance on one another; that is, a fecret 

" fympathy^ 
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« fympathy, an attraction, an influence, which, 
<c without being felt, either by the thing directed, 
« or the thing that directs, governs all with an 
irrefiftible impulfe. 



#c 



c< This is what we call the common courfe of 
<c nature, and when we fee any thing go beyond 
<c it, we juftly look upon it as miraculous ; for 
" then the immediate hand of God puts a flop to 
<c the movement of fubordinate powers, as when 
" the Red Sea was divided for a paflage to the If- 
" raelites in the time of Mofes, and the waters of 
<c Jordan for the fame people to pafs over under 
" Jofhua, and when the fun flood ftill at the in- 
<c treaty of that great conqueror, while purfuing bis 
" enemies, and fome other fuch wonderful in- 
<c ftances, for which we have the authority of holy 
" writ. Thefe were events, indeed, which no 
cc aftrologer could forefee, and were among the fe- 
4C cret things which we ought not to attempt un- 
<c ravelling. 

"Since the difperfion of the Jews, however, 
e< all things have gone on in the fame uninterrupted 
" round ; but as God has given to man fuch in- 
" telligent faculties, as to enable him to form a 
" pretty exact guefs, at leaft, of what (hall happen 
" in the world he lives in, through the influence 
u of thofe others, which roll above his head, I fee 
<c no reafon why he ihould fold his talent in a 
" napkin, efpecially when the exerting it is of 
c< fuch general fervice as I flhall prefently prove it 
*' may be. 

*' The fecond objection, and I am forry to fav, 

** the mod made ufe of, is the uncertainty of the 

" art, that it is liable to great miilakcs, and that 
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<c it is weak and fuperftitious to depend on any, 
<< thing prognofticated that way. 

" I w 1 l l not fay but the ignorance of fome 
cc pretenders may have given occafion to fuch a 
" cenfure ; but then it muft be only with fuch as 
" do not reflet, how unjuft it is to condemn the 
" whole for a part. There is no art or fcience 
" whatever, to which fome profeflbrs have not 
< c been, and always will be a difgrace : there have 
« been aid ftill are, bad theologifts, bad philofo- 
<c phers, bad phyficians, bad compofers of mufic, 
" and bad poets \ yet divinity, philofophy, phy- 
<* fie, mufic, and poetry, have not loft their repu- 
<c tation, and wherefore aftrology fhould do fo 3 I 
<; cannot conceive. 

cc That the ftars have an influence over the 
" mind~> and difpnfitions of men,, according to the 
<c afptcls under which they are born; and* that fuch. 
" an influence may be known on confulting the 
" natal hour of a perfon altogether unknown to 
cc the aftrologer employed in the calculation, is 
*' certain. 

" There is a famous ftory on record, which 
<c though few are unacquainted with, I cannot for- 
" bear repeating, as it is fo very applicable to my 
" prefent purpofe. 

" SOCRATES, that great philofopher and 
c£ eminent pattern of continence, fobriety, juftice, 
<c fortitude, and every moral virtue, had, notwith- 
€i ftanding, the curiofity of knowing under what 
*< afpecl: he was born, and to that end gave the 
(i hour and minute of his nativity, as it had been 
" fet down in writing by a perfon prefent at it, to 
€i one of the mo(t celebrated aftrologers of thofe 

<< days*. 
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" days, defiring him to deal ingenuoufly with him* 
44 and conceal nothing that fhould threaten. 

"The artift aflur'd him of his integrity in 
* 4 this point, and prornifed to return with all the 
44 fatisfaction he could defire in a few days. 

44 It was, however, much longer before So- 
44 crates faw him again, and when he came, a vi- 
* 4 fible difpleafure appeared in his countenance. — 
4< He told the philofopher, with fome warmth, 
44 that he had deceived him, in giving him a wrong 
44 nativity ; for that it was an utter impoflibility 
44 he could be born at the time he pretended. 

44 In vain for a great while did Socrates labour 
<c to perfuade him, that the account was exacl', 
44 that he had been aflur'd by his father, who had 
44 often examined it, that it was fo ; but at lad 
4 < the other fuffer'd himfelf to be convinced, as 
44 his cooler thoughts permitted him to rerkcl on 
46 the character of the perfon whom he talk'd with, 
<4 and how improbable it was he fhould per fill ift» 
" a deception of that kind. 

"Well then, fa id he, after he had p^rt^ed a 
44 confiderable time, the fciencc of aftroWy is all 
c< fallacious ; I will inftantly bum all my book?, and 
* 4 never more ereel: a telefcope, or call a figure/' 

44 In fpeaking thefe words, he was going away; 
44 but Socrates pluck'd him back by the fleeve, 
44 and with his accuitom'd' calmnefs, defired he 
44 would tell him the reafon, why he all at once 
* 4 became an enemy to an art he had pra&ifed ' fojv 
** fo many years with fuch fuecefs. 

K 6 « Because 
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"Because, replied he, lam now very well 
c< affured, by the examination of your nativity, that 
<c it is not to be depended on ; the man born at the 
«* time you were, '(hould be prone to drunkennefs, 
<c lafcivioufnefs, unjuft and cruel in his nature, and 
" in fine, addi&ed to all manner of wickednefs. 

« SOCRATES fmiled when he was fpeaking, 
€i and perceiving he had done : "If my nativity, 
s < faid he, is the only motive for you to entertain 
*< an ill opinion of aftrology, banifh it from your 
** thoughts, and rather magnify a fcience which, in 
'" fpite of appearances, difcovers the truth with* 
iC out difguife. — Know, friend, that I came into the 
tc world with all thofe vicious inclinations you have 
" mentioned. — Nature intended me a monfter, but 
£C reafon has made me what I am. It has taught me 
cc to Ihut up all the avenues of my foul from every 
" temptation the world, and its unwarrantable plea- 
* c fures, are continually offering. — It has (hewn 
" me the true dignity of my being, and convinced 
€i me that it is beneath the human fpecies topurfue 
" any unjuft or opprefiive aims. 

"Thus far we have from an author of un- 
* 4 doubted credit ; but I once met with a little 
*< book in very old Latin, which adds, that the 
" aftrologer having, by Socrates's defire, prefented 
* c him with his opinion of his nativity, there were 
iC fome predictions in it which greatly ferved to 
" arm that philofopher againft being difmay'd at 
" the unhappy fate he afterwards met with, and 
*' helped to make him behave, even in the pangs 
<< of death, in fuch a manner as to occafion this 
*< encomium to be wrote upon him by Juvenal, 
" which I will give you a$ englifh'd by Mr* 
« Creech, 

''Exalted 

Hosted by GOOgle 



book 23. SPECTATOR. 229 
« Exalted Socrates, divinely brave ? 
" Injur'd he fell, and dying he forgave f 
" He drank the poifonous draught 
" With mind ferene, and could not wifti to fee 
" His vile accufer drink as deep as he. 
" Too noble for revenge ! which ftill we find 
" The weakeft frailty of a feeble mind. 

"Whether any part of this fortitude was 
" owing to the warnings by the aftrologer, I will 
4 < not take upon me to affirm, becaufe the title- 
" page of the treatife wherein I have read it, being 
" torn out, I neither know the name of the au- 
" thor, nor how far he may be depended on. 

« But be that as it may, the former part of the 
" ftory, the truth of which I never heard call'd in 
« queftion, is not only greatly to the honour of 
" the fcience I am defending, as to the certainty 
"of it, butalfo proves it to be of real fervice to 
«5 mankind. 

« c Every one is not endued with an equal fliare 
" of penetration with the philofopher above-men- 
" tioned, and fewer yet will give themfelves the 
" trouble to examine impartially their own hearts, 
« c and difcover to what propenfities their nature 
" mod inclines them. — Would not then aftrology 
" be a great help to perfons thus negligent ? — Do 
" they not ftand in need of fuch a monitor to roufe 
" them from that lethargy of mind, which might 
" otherwifefuffer them to fall into vices they would 
" never be guilty of premeditately? 

" Neither is it only to reftrain the growth of 
4< inordinate inclinations, that I look on confult- 
fC ing the afpedls of the planets at our birth as 
" highly beneficial, it is alfo as to the condua of 
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w our worldly affairs, in the choice of our avoca- 
"tions; in fine, in every thing that is material 
* c to our happinefs. 

<c Numbers are there, who with the utmoft 
cc care and induftry find it impoflible to profper in 
" the bufinefs they have unhappily made choice 
C£ of, yet in fome other might doubtlefs be more 
f 4 fortunate. As the poet truly fays, 

<c Heav'n has to all allotted, foon or late, 
€< Some lucky revolutions of their fate : 
<c Whofe motions, if we watch and guide with 

" fkill, 
<c (For human good depends on human will) 
"'Our fortune rolls as from a lmooth defcent, 
" And from the firft impreilion takes the bent: 
" But if unfeiz'd, (he glides away like wind, 
tl And leaves repenting folly far behind. 

cc By what aids but that of aftrology fhall wc 
« c be able to find when or what are thofe unlucky 
" revolutions ? Or how fliould we be able to dif- 
<c cover that critical point of time, in which our 
€t fortune may be feized ?- Air. Dryden therefore 
" had certainly this fcience in his head when he 
<c wrote the lines I have quoted, as likewife where 
c< he fays, 

<c The knight is often from the faddle thrown, 
cc But 'tis the fault of fortune, not his own : 
" If crowns and palms the conqu'ring fide adorn, 
" The viftor under better ftars was born." 

w But to lay afide the authority of other men's 
w opinions, and "make ufe of our own reafon and 
*•* obfervation ; nothing is more evident than that 
** numbers of people are thruft into offices, voca^ 

^ tions^ 
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" tions, and trades, for which they are not qua- 
" lifted, and confequently cannot make any fi- 
" gure in.. 

<c He that gave the foul, has certainly endued it 
cc with faculties fufficient to make the body it in- 
«•« habits happy ; but as thefe faculties are widely 
cc different, the bufinefs is to find out to what ft'a-- 
" tion or calling in life they are moft adapted. 

< c Parents are often miftaken even in the ge- 
" niufes of their children, and we ourfelves can- 
" not always judge, efpecially in youth, of our 
" own talents. -—The glare and fhew of a profef- 
" fion fometimes mifleads us to make choice of 
" that which we are leaft fit for, nor do we fee 
" our error till too late to retrieve it. 

"In a word, I will venture to give it as my 
"firm belief, and from which I never can depart, 
" that whoever runs counter to the planet which 
" prefided at his birth, tho' he may be a good, will 
44 never be a fortunate man; and that it is more 
"owing to the neglect of that important point, 
" that we fee fo many miferable people, than to 
** any mifconducl: or inadvertency they have been 
" guilty of, in the profeflion they have unhappily 
" taken upon them. 

" Wherefore then are the generality of 
" people fo much averfe to a fcience, which they 
" never can find arguments to prove of any pre- 
" judice, and they cannot deny but may be of fuch 
" univerfal benefit? — Some there have been, I 
* 4 am confident, who have proved it fo ; yet 
" fway'd by the opinion of the world againil it, 
a have ungratefully concealed the means to which 

"they 
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41 they owed their fuccefles, and the aggrandizing 
" their families. 

" I would not, however, have any one infer, 
" from what I have faid, that I am an advocate 
4C for common fortune-telling, much lefs for charms^ 
c ' fybils, and talifmans. — No, ladies, the one is 
** abfurd and ridiculous, and the other, if of any 
" efficacy for what they are intended, muft be 
c< indebted for it to fuch influences as ought not 
" to be encouraged by any who call themfelves 
* c christians. 

" All I contend for is, the fimple calculation 
<c of nativities, by which a perfon may be the 
c< more early and the better informed by what in- 
c< clinations he is likely to be guided, therefore 
<c enabled to put a more watchful guard over fuch 
€t as are pernicious, than he could be by any other 
* l means, and alfo to judge what avocation it will 
«* beft become him to purfue. 

* { As for thofe who pretend to laugh at the in- 
cc fluence of the ftars, becaufe, as they fay, there 
cc is no account to be given why any fuch fym- 
ic pathy fhould be derived from them to the human 
cc fpecies, they would equally deny that of the 
c< loadftone over fteel, which they are as little able 
<c to account for, did they not every day fee the 
" vifible effects of it before their eyes* 

"But it is not for us to afk why fuch things 
<c are, it is fufficient to know that fuch things are. 
cc — The great Author of nature alone fees into 
c < the fecret fprings which put in motion the ma- 
" chine of this vaft univerfe, veiled even from 
" angels eyes, and not to be accounted for but by 
J c his own Almighty Wifdom. 

" I SMALL 
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"Ishall therefore conclude with a paflage 
«< of Mr. Dryden's Religlo Lately that when we 
4t go about to fearch into the myfteries of Provi- 
" dence, 

" In a wild maze our vain endeavours end, 
" How can the lefs the greater comprehend ? 
" Or finite reafon reach infinity ? 
" For what could fathom God, were more than 
" He/' 

"But I muft not fold up the paper without 
c < afTuring you, ladies, that I am with very great 
€C refpeel; and good wifhes," 

Your moft humble and 

Hampftead, moft obedient fervanr, 

Feb. 12, 1745-6* Philo-Astrologia/* 

How this epiftle will be relifh'd by the gene- 
rality of my readers, I do not know, but I am per- 
fuaded it will be approv'd by more than will care 
to acknowledge they do fo. — Many, I am very 
certain, wifh in their hearts that aftrology was 
more the mode, though they will not be the firft 
to promote it. 

Exclusive of all the advantages and laudable* 
purpofes my correfpondent has mentioned, there 
is a fecret wifti lodg'd in the heart of every one 
to dive into events before they happen ; and I am 
afraid the number is not fmall of thofe who would 
make ufe of this art, to fearch into the affairs of 
other people, as well as their own, provided they 
could procure the hour of any one's birth, whofe 
fecrets they had an inclination to difcover. 

But I do not alledge this as any objection 
againft aftrology ; for the beft things may be per- 
verted to ill ufes. — For my part, I am refoJved 

to 
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to ftand neuter in the argument: I have a very 
great refpeft for thofe delightful orbs which twin- 
kle over my head, and afford me fo much fatis- 
faftion in a folitary evening walk, and ihould be 
forry to fay any thing that might depreciate them 5 
yer am one of thofe who are afraid to afcribe too 
much to their influence. 

The ftory of Socrates at moft but proves that 
the afpeft of particular planets affe& the difpofi- 
tion of the perfon born under them ; but his being 
able to fubdue the propenfities he had by nature, 
is a clear teftimony, that when they incline, they 
have not the power to enforce, and that their 
Almighty Maker is fometimes pleafed to fhew 
there is no fure dependance but on Him alone* 

Even our cemmon almanacks convince us, 
that the dominion of the ftars over the feafons is 
far from being abfolute ; we have had dry weather 
when the moon has been in Aquarius or Pifces, 
nor have the Pleiades always brought rain with 
them : yet though this fometimes happens, I will 
not pretend to decry the ftudy of the ftars on that 
(core, becaufe it is more frequently true than fal- 
lible in its predl&ions, as to the weather at leaft. 

I T may alfo be fo in other things ; but as I faid 
before, I (hall leave the point to be difcuffed by 
others. 

All I fhall venture to give on my own judg- 
ment is, that if the caufe Philo-Aftrologia has un- 
dertaken to maintain, be in itfelfgood, the warmth 
with which he expreffes himfelf is highly praife- 
worthy ; and if a bad one, it muft be owned he 
has well defended it : fo that either way he has the 
acknowledgments of the Female Spectator. 

I COME- 
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1 come now to a letter which I am certain 
none of my readers will be furprized to find in- 
fer ted in a work of this nature, becaufe of the 
fervice it may do to young unmarried ladies, if 
rightly attended to. 

To the Female Spectator. 

cc Worthy Madam, 
" THAT tender regard you exprefs for the 
cc happinefs and reputation of human kind in 
" general, but particularly for thofe of your own 
cc (ex, emboldens the rnoft unfortunate of women 
" to give you a detail of the forrows (he labours 
* c under, and that fatal error in conduct which 
" has but too juftly brought them on her. 

cc In difburthening myfelf this way, I tafte the 
cc firft interval of eafe I have known for a long 
c< time ; but that is the leaft motive which in- 
" duced me to write : the main view I have to defire 
<c the publication of my cafe, is to warn all young 
cc girls, of what rank or degree foever, from being 
tJ guilty of the fault I have been. 

tQ But on perufing this melancholy epiftle, you 
cc will be judge how far it may deferve the atten- 
" tion of the public, as to the fubjeft it contains ; 
cc for as to the ftile, I have no pretence to wit 
<c or elegance, and in my prefent fituation, cannot 
"be fuppofed to range my thoughts in that order 
4C which the prefs requires, and muft therefore 
" intreat the favour of you to render them more 
" methodical. 

" Be pleafed therefore, madam, to permit me, 
^ in my plain manner, to inform you, that I am 
tc the only daughter of a gentleman who makes no 

" incon- 
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" inconfiderable figure in the world. Though I 
" had the misfortune of lofing my mother, fhe 
" dying when I was very young, I had not that 
" of feeing any other in her place; and my father, 
*' though naturally ftern, feemed to take fo much 
" delight in me, that he would frequently fay, 
" that as I had a brother who would rob me of the 
" eftate, he would take care that I fhould have a 
*' portion, which fhould entitle me to marry to 
*' a greater, 

« € His fondnefs of me was fo well known, that 
41 fcarce had I attained the age of fourteen, before 
iC there were feveral who defired his permiflion to 
" make their addreiTes to me j but he, who it 
* c feems had higher expectations for me, refufed 
" them, and the firft declaration of love that was 
" made to me, was by a young gentleman, whom, 
u unhappily for both, I became acquainted with 
? at a ball. 

* c The paffion he profelTed for me, was, alas f 
" but too fincere, as he afterwards gave fatal proofs 
f ' of.— My heart was fenfibly touched with the af- 
" fe&ing things hefaidto me, and being too young, 
" or at lead too indolent, to confider the confe- 
<c quences, I encouraged his hopes, as far as was 
" confjftent with modefty and honour. 

u As he was a younger brother^ and had a very 
" fmall fortune, it would have been madnefs in him 
" to apply to my father. —Our intercourfe was 
c< therefore obliged to be kept extremely private, 
" nor did anyone, but the maid who waited on 
< c me, and was in the fecret from the beginning* 
** know any thing of my acquaintance with him. 

"It 
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"It would be too tedious to relate the contri- 
*« varices I had to meet him : fometimes I had the 
" vapours, and muft have a walk betimes in the 
" morning in the Park; — fometimes I had a fancy 
11 to fee a play incog, and muft go to Burton's box 
" muffled up ; — fometimes afTecl: to be a great 
" ceconomift, and go to fales in order to buy bar- 
" gains ; — nobody with me in thefe excurfions but 
<< my maid ; becaufe, as I faid, taking a fellow in 
" a livery would difcover who I was, and fru- 
" ftrate my intentions; and a thoufand other 'fuch 
" pretences, which were not in the leaft fufpefled, 
" either by my father, or any «f the family. 

" Yet would you believe it, madam, with all 
" this pains I took, I had in reality no fettled af- 
" fedlion for him. — The novelty of the thing 
" pleafed my vanity, and the fecrecy of it my pride, 
" in being able to circumvent my father. — I was 
" however deceived myfelf, for I imagined that 
" my paffion was equal to that of any heroine in 
46 romance, and the conceffions I fometimes let fall 
•* of this ideal flame, were fuch as might well de- 
" ceive the perfon in whofe favour they were made. 

" Nothing is more to be wondered at, how- 
" ever, than that the whim, for 1 can call it no 
" other, did not tranfport me fo far as to confent 
" to a private marriage, which he was continually 
" preiflng for; but whether I ought to impute it 
" to my good or evil fortune, I know not, that I 
<c could never be perfuaded to it, fince I went fo 
" far as to promife, and to bind that promife with 
" many repeated vows and imprecations, never to 
" be the bride of any other man. 

" O how thoughtlefs Jis youth ! How little ca- 
" pable of judging for themfelves, or of themfelves ! 

" — 'Silviusj 



j by Google 



238 The FEMALE book 23. 

" — Silvius, for fo I (hall call him, imagined he 
€< had gained a great point, in having engaged me 
" in this manner ; but, alas ! I confidered little on 
" it, and tho' it is certain at that time I intended 
fiC to keep it, I never reflected how many difficult 
* c ties lay in the way. 

<c But foon the trial came. An overture was 
<{ now made to my father, which he found too 
<c advantageous for me to be rejected by him. It 
<c was in favour of a young gentleman, to whom 
* c I (hall give the name o^ Celander. He was de- 
** fcended of a noble family, had a very great 
4C eftate, and was pofTefTed of all the accomplifh- 
" ments that can endear a perfon of his fex to 
4i one of ours. 

"Ihad often heard him fpoke of by feveral la- 
<c dies of my acquaintance, and never without fuch 
iC praifes as I muftconfefs he meiits. — I had feen 
" him too, but it was only en pajfant^ or at the 
< c opera; but that was enough to make me know 
Ci he was handfome, well made, and perfe£ily gen- 
< c teel. — This, whenever any difcourfe happened 
cc concerning him, I always allowed, but indeed 
« c thought no farther on him, till my father told 
< c me he had given him leave to vifit me, and that 
«< he expected I would receive him as a man whom 
*< he intended for my hufband. 

" Impossible it is for me to exprefs the agi- 
<c tation of my heart, when I heard my father fpeak 
« c in this manner. To be told a man fo much ad- 
cc mired by the whole town had Tingled me out as 
<c the only object of his affection, was too flattering 
€c to my vanity not to be pleafing; but yet the 
<c thoughts of marrying him, and abandoning my 
" Silvius, gave me a molt terrible alarm, 

"In 
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"In fine, I know not whether I was rejoiced 
" or grieved. A mixture of pain and pleafure at 
" once invaded me, and fo hurried my [pints, that 
" 1 was unable to make any direct anfwer to what 
6i my father faid. He interpreted my frequent 
'" change of colour and incoherent fpeeches, how- 
AC ever, only to baftifulnefs, which a firft propofal 
■" of that kind might naturally occafion, and as I 
" had with much ado drauled out that I fhould al- 
" ways be obedient to his will, he was perfectly 
" fatisfiedj and faid no more tome at that time. 

" The next day Celander dined with us — The 
u grandeur of his equipage, and every thing that 
u appeared about hirn, was fufficient to dazzle fo 
" young a heart as mine, but his politenefs could 
u not but charm the mod experienced one. — In 
u the afternoon, my father took an opportunity of 
" leaving us together ; and I muft own that I 
u found fo infinite a difproportion between the 
<; manner in which he addreffed himfelf to me, 
" and that of Silvius, as made me then wonder 
•* c how I could ever think the other worthy of my 
< c attention. 

" This, 1 fay, I thought while I was with him; 
" but when I was alone, the tendernefs of Silvius, 
" the ardour he exprefled for me, and all the aift- 
u duities he had paid to me, turned the balance 
" of my inclination again on his fide, and I cried 
<c to myfelf, I never would be fo ungrateful as to 
u throw into defpair a love I had encouraged, and 
u fworn to recompenfe. 

" For fome days I continued in this fluctuating 
t€ ftate of mind, loving both, yet neither as I ought 
" to do, and therefore, in fad, little deferving 
" myfelf of the love of either* 

"But 
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"But it was my fate to find more fincerity 
" than I merited. I am but too well convinced 
" that the profeflions made me by each of them 
" did not in the leaft exceed the dictates of their 
" hearts, and this it is that makes my unhappinefs. 

"Pardon, madam, thefe interruptions from 
< c the threat! of my narrative, which the remem- 
" brance of thofe times renders it impoflible fome- 
<c times to forbear ; but I will now be as little 
« tedious as poflible, and haften to the fad cata- 
" ftrophe. 

" CELANDER at laft gained an entire con- 
" queft over me, and all that remained for Silvius 
" was pity. — The promife I had made him in- 
«< deed gave me fhocks, but they wore off, in the 
" confideration that as I was not at my own dif- 
" pofal, a vow of that kind could not be looked 
46 upon as binding. 

" My father was highly fatisfied to find that 
" my inclinations were conformable to his defires, 
" and my lover tranfported at the conceifions I 
" made him. — There now remained nothing but 
cc the drawing up the marriage articles, and new 
<c cloaths and equipages for the folemnization of 
* c our nuptials, and all thofe things were ordered 
" by both parties to be prepared with the greateft 
<c expedition. 

" SILVIUS wasfoon informed of what paffed 
«< in our family, and not doubting the truth of his 
** misfortune, by not having feen me in a much 
" longer time than we were accuftomed to beab- 
" fent, wrote a letter to me full of complaints, and 
" prevailed upon my maid to deliver it, and en- 
44 deavour to obtain an anfwer* 

"I COULD 
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" I could not help being a little moved at 
iC reading it, hut hearing Celander was come in juft 
u as I had finifhed, prevented all the effects it might 
" otherwife perhaps have had on me. I abfolutely 
" refufed to write, and to hinder him from doing 
u fo any more, bade the maid tell him plainly, 
« that there was nothing further for him to hope: 
" — that my father had infilled on my giving my 
" hand to Celander, and that I had refolved not to 
u run the rifqueof difobeying him., 

" Some few days after this, as I was in the 
cc coach with Celander and a young lady, going to 
" take the air in Hyde-Park, it. was my ill fortune 
" to fee him in a ftreet we pafled through : he faw 
iC me too, and gave me a look in which I know 
u not whether defpair or rage was moft predomi- 
" nant, and fuited exactly with the defcription the 
<c maid had given me of him, at the time of her 
" relating the meflage I had fent by her, in anfwer 
" to his letter. 

" The unexpected fight of a perfon whom I 
" had ufed fo ill, gave me a very great fhock for 
4< the prefent ; but I was too young, too gay, and 
" indeed too well fatisfied with my own fate to be 
" long under any concern for that of another, 
" whatever obligations I had in honour, confcience, 
" or generofity to be fo. 

"CELANDER, who thought every minute 
<c an age, till he could call me his wife, haftened 
u all the preparations for our wedding on his part ; 
u and my father, equally impatient for the com- 
<c pletion of aunion henolefs wifhed,beingequally 
" induftrious, every thing was got ready much 
" fooner than could have been expected, and we 
Qi were married in the prefence of thegreateft part 

Vol. IV. L « of 
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cc of the kindred on both fides, who all feemed to 
u take, intereft in our mutual felicity. 

" Three days were fpent in rejoicings at my 
Ci father's houfe ; after which we fetout for a fine 
4C feat Celander has about forty miles diftant from 
cc London. There I received the compliments 
44 and congratulations of all the gentry of the 
" county ; — the homage and almoft adoration of 
4t my hufband's tenants and dependants, and every 
44 day, nay almofr. every hour, prefented me with 
c < fomething new, wherewith to flatter my vanity 
cc and piide* 

44 Yet all this was nothing to that raviftiing 
4C content, which the exceilive tcndcrnefs of Ce- 
4t lander afforded •, — he was, if poffible, more di- 
4C ligent in fearching out ways to pleafe me than 
* ; before our marriage y — the name of hufband 
4C robbed me of nothing of the obfequioufnefs of 
<c the lover ; nor our familiarity, of the refpe& he 
44 had always treated me with. A happinefs, alas! 
4 too per feci: to be permanent; yet might it have 
4t been lading as my life, had I never been guilty 
4C of any thing to render me unworthy of it. Bat 
tc ir feemed as if Heaven, to pumfh my breach of 
44 faith the mote feverely, had beftowed on me 
4< fuch a profufionof blifs, only io make my fuc- 
4 < ceeding miferies fall with the greater weight. 

44 While thefe pleafing fcenes continued, I 
41 never thought on Silvius, nor durft my maid, 
*' who I ftill kept with me, ever prefume to men- 
4C tion him to me, as I had ilri£f.ly forbid her the 
" contrary, till one unhappy time. O that iht 
4t had died before the arrival of it, that (o the fa- 
4C tal fecret of my crime might have been buriec 
* c with her ! — Then had I been preferved frorr 

" th< 
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" the fcrrows 1 endure, and the mod excellent of 
" men, and beft of hufbarids, not deprived of his 
" tranquility. 

« We had been in the country, as near as I can 
cc remember, about fix weeks, when as I was 
" alone one morning in my dreffing room, this 
" ili-ftarred creature came in, and with a look 
" which exprefTed fomewhat more than ordinary, 
" begged I would give her leave to reveal a fecret 
" to me, which, fhe faid, fhe had long fmothered 
" in her breaft, but was now fo uneafy, that fhe 
" was fure fhe fhould run mad, if fhe were not 
" permitted to divulge it. 

cC I, who imagined it was only fome foolifh. 
" affair relating to herfelf, and fell a-laughing at 
" her ferious drawn-down countenance,, bade her 
" fpeak what fhe had to fay at once. 

u She then, after having afrefh begged my par- 
" don, told me, that in five or fix days after our 
" coming into the country, fhe was lent for to a 
" neighbouring inn, where they faid a relation of 
tc her's juft arrived from London defired to fpeak 
" with her; but that on her being fhewed into a 
u room, flie found the perfon who waited for her 
" was no other than the unfortunate Silvius. 

<c I no fooner heard his name, than I endea- 
u voured to flop her from going any farther, by 
" telling her I would hear nothing of him, and 
:< that knowing, as fhe did, my mind, it was very 
i impudent, and what 1 never would forgive in 
c her, to mention him to me. 



" The poor wench trembled while I fpoke, 
c but told me (he would not have difobeyed me 
L 2 « for' 



d by Google 



244 The FEMALE book 23, 

44 for the world in an|| other circumftance, but 
44 that (he could not flefcp in her bed, and was fo 
44 tormented in her mind, that it was now impof- 
44 fible for her to refrain any longer. u Well, then," 
44 faid I fcornfully, " what is this mighty bufinefs?" 



44 She then proceeded to relate a tale too me- 
44 lancholy not to have touched the mod difin- 
44 teiefted heart : (he faid that never man was more 
44 transformed ; that he feemed rather a fpe&re 
41 than real flefh and blood ; and that there was 
4C nothing but the accents of his voice by which 
* 4 fhe could have diftinguifhed him. That after 
44 having given vent to the tumultuous pafiions 
44 which raged within him, in terms which tefti- 
44 fied the utmoft horror and defpair, he took a 
44 letter out of his pocket, and at the fame time 
44 drew his fword, and pointing it to her breaft, 
44 faid that moment fhould be her laft, if {he did 
44 not (wear to deliver it into my hands. 

44 It was in vain fhe repeated to him the injunc- 
41 tion Ihad laid her under of never fpeaking of him. 
44 In vain (he urged that no remonftrance made 
44 to me could be of any fervice to him, and would 
44 only give me pain, as 1 was married, and could 
44 now do nothing for him. All (he faid ferved 
< 4 only to make him more vehement ; and he in- 
44 filled on her oath, which fhe was at Jaft obliged 
* 4 to give, with the addition of the moft folemn 
" curie upon herfelf, if fhe fulfilled it Dot. 

44 She then told me, that the fears of my dif- 
* 4 plcafure had made her all this time conceal it 
14 Irom me; but that, for a week paft, (lie had 
il dteamed continually of him, and had fuch terrors 
44 upon her fpirits on his account, that fhe verily 
41 believed he had laid violent hands upon himfelf, 
: " and 
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«< and that his ghoft haunted her in this manner 
** for her breach of vow. 

<c I could not keep myfelf from being very 
* c much affe&ed with what fhe faid, but was much 
** more fo, when taking the letter out of her 
<c hand, I found it contained thefe lines : 

" To the fair perjured Lavinia. 
" I F I thought that what I am about to write 
" would be capable of giving you any pain, falfe, 
" cruel, and ungrateful as you are, I could not 
" have been enough matter of my heart to fend 
" it ; but I doubt not that you will be rather 
" pleafed to know you are going to be rid for ever 
cc of a perfon whofe moft diftant looks would up- 
*« braid your guilt. Few are there, O moll un- 
<c juft Lavinia ! who would not have taken advan- 
" tage of the contract between us. You know 
" that you are mine, bound by the moft folemn 
<c vows, in prefence of your maid, whom I couid 
" compel to bear teftimony of the truth; but the 
<c generofity of my nature fets me above all mer- 
<c cenary views, and the fincerity of my l-*,--e 
" from doing any thing that fhould expofe or ren 
c< der you unhappy. May Heaven be as foroiving, 
ct and you never have reafon to regret your breach 
" of faith ! 

< c To eafe you of all fears on my account^ and 
< c myfelf of the difcontent of breathing the fame 
4t air with one who has fo cruelly deceived me, I 
« c quit England for ever I cannot be worfe 
4t treated in the moft barbarous lands than I hive 
cc been in that which o;ave me birth ; and I leave 
* c my deareft friends without reluctance, ftnce by 
* c doing fo, I leave alfo my moft: bitter enemy. 
" — But who> befides your faiihlels felf, knows 
L J " whether 
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■ <c whether I am the only man has been betrayed 
14 by your allurements ! You may perhaps have 
* ( praclifid the fame bewitching arts on others 
tc as well as me, and numbe-s be involved in the 
*' fame defpair I fufTer. Even Celander, he who 
" now lies in your arms, ought not to depend on 
<i a heart fo inconftant, U< little capable of a true 
4t affection. But I have done with my reproaches, 
64 and in fpite of the mighty caufe I have to hate 
* c you as mv utter ruin, have (till love enough to 
fi wifli you happy, if you can be (o. You fee, 
44 though you have made me wretched, it is not 
" in your power, however, to make me ungene- 
" rous, and therefore ought to remember, with 
" fume compaffion at leaft, 

" Your once adoring 

" Silvius." 

cc Such a letter as this you will own would 
u have (hocked any woman, confeious as I was 
<c of deferving all the fevere things contained in it, 
" but I ft It befidesan inward terror, which, at that 
" time, I could not account for, but have fince 
" thought a prefage of my approaching difafter. 

" I had read the fatal fcroll twice over, and 
< c was going to I ck it into a cabinet, when, on 
" hearing Celander's voice, and thinking he was 
" that inftant coming in, I fell ihto a trembling, 
iC and thrufting it haftily into the wench's hand, 
•' bade her run, and put it into the ki chen-firp, 
'•there being n ne above ftairs j on which fhe 
<c went out of the room to do as ihe was ordered, 
« c and I fat down endeavouring to compofe myfelf. 

" But Celander not coming, and the palpita- 
<c tioh of my heart rather increaling than dimi- 

" flitting, 
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cc nifhing, 1 got up again, and ran down flairs after 
cc the maid, defigning either to charge her to burn 
" it directly or give it me again ; I knew not we.-I 
" what was in my thoughts in the confufion I then 
<c was ; — but, O good God ! what becam.e of me, 
<c when, as I fet my foot into a parlour, through 
<c which I was to pals, I faw my hufband with that 
" letter in his hand, the maid on her knees before 
<c him, befeeching him to return it to her, and the 
ic countenance of both fo wild and d;ftra£ted, as 
" left me no room to doubt the truth of my ill 
iC fortune. 

" I have {tumbled on a fecref, madam," faid 
Celander, as foon as he perceived me, cc I little 
c< expected to find ; but you may eafily, and Silvius 
<c too, forgive my curiofity, fince I (hall naffer more 
*' than either of you." 

" There needed no more to deprive me of all 
* c the little. fenfes I was miftrefs of; and whether 
" he added any thing farther I cannot fay, for I fell 
"into a fwoon that inftant. — Celander, as I after- 
<c wards heard, attempted nothing for my recovery, 
4C but went out of the room, ftiil keeping the ltt- 
" ter in his hand. The maid was alio in a con- 
*' diiion little capable of afiifting me ; however, 
cc her fcreams drew in other fervants, who amorg 
<c them brought me to myfelf, and carried me to 
c< my chamber, where, being laid on the bed, and 
<i every body but fhe who had been the caufe of 
cc this unhappv accident being withdrawn, I was 
" made acquainted with the means by which it 
" happened. 

Ct That foolifli creature, it feems,had the cu- 

<c riofity to examine the contents of the letter bc- 

46 lore file deftroyedit; and feeing nobwdy in the 

L 4 "parlour 
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'* parlour, went in there to read it. She happen'd 
41 to ftand before a great glafs juft oppofite the 
<c door, and Celander paflina by, in order to come 
4C up to my chamber, feeing her in this pofition, 
" and the tears all the time (he was reading rim- 
" ning down her cheek*, flopped to look at her. 

" As he was perfeclly gay and facetious in his 
" nature, and knew (he was a favourite with me, 
" h~ would be very often pkafant with her, and 
" finding (he continued fo intent on the paper, he 
" ftepped (oh\v behind her, and matched it out of 
" her hand, thinking to divert himfelf with the 
<c fright he fhould put her in. 

<c He had no intention of reading it, it is cer- 
tc tain, but had returned it to her, after having 
c< laughed a little at the concern he gave her, if un- 
" happily my name had not ftruck his fight. That 
" indeed occafioned a different turn, and he thought 
41 he had a right to fee what it contained. 

" Thus, dear Female Spectator, was the 
" whole fecret of my crime diicovered to him, 
" from whom I had moft reafon to wifh it might 
" be eternally concealed. 

" What to fay to evade, or to palliate the 
" matter, I was utterly incapable of refolving : 
" fometimes I was for denying every thing, and 
Ci pretend 1 never knew any fuch perfon as Silvius ; 
<c at others, thought; it belt to confefs ingenuoufly 
" the truth, and lay the blame on youth and inad- 
<c vertency. 

" CELANDER, however, was not in h arte to 
" put me to the trial : he went abroad directly, re- 
" turned not home till very late at night, and then 

" ordered 
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€< ordered abed to be prepared for him in another 
*' chamber. 

u This behaviour gave me the moll terrible 
<c alarm : I thought it denoted an indifference more 
" cruel than the (evereft reproaches could have 
u been ; and as I truly loved him, chofe to fufFer/ 
iC every thing his rage could inflict on me, rather 
" than continue in the fufpence I now was. 

" I flew therefore to the room where he was, 
" and in the utmoft diftraclion conjured him to 
cc let me know the caufe of his forfaking my bed, 
<c I was obliged to repeat the fame words, or others 
4C to the like purpofe, many times, before I could 
<c prevail on him to fpeak, though all the time he 
" feemed to look upon me with eyes more full of 
" grief than anger. At laft, " I knew not, (faid 
*• he, with a deep figh,) till this unhappy day, that 
<c I was the invader of another's right, or that La~ 
" vinia could not make me bleft without a crime. " 

<c On this I threw my arms about his neck, and 
tc told him, as well as I could fpeak for tears, thac 
<c none but himfelf had any right either to my 
" heart or perfon ; and that K, when I was a girl, 
<c incapable of judging for myfelf, I had been guilty 
" of fome foolifh words in favour of another, it 
<c merited not t© be called a crime. 

" But wherefore (hould I trouble you, madam, 
" with a detail of what I faid, or his replies ; it is 
" fufiicient to inform you, that he has an over- 
" delicacy in his nature, which ail my arguments, 
" neither then, nor ever fince, tho' a whole year 
u is now elapfed, could overcome. 

u He not onlycenfures me as guilty of injuftice, 

<c ingratitude^ inconftancy, and perjury to Silvius, 

L 5 ■* but 
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*' but alfo of diflimulation to himfelf ; and will 
" not be convinced that I preferred him to his ri- 
4i val on any other fcore than that of intereft. He 
4C often laments, in terms which flab me to the 
<c heart, that I have not a foul full of as many 
" charms, as he ftill continues to think are in my 
41 perfon. 

" To render me yet more unhappy, the public 
; papers gave an account, that the fhip in which 
c the defpairing Silvius had embarked, was caft 
- away, and every foul on board periflied in the 
' waves. My hufband, on hearing it, prefently 

• cried out, " Ill-fated Lavinia, born for the de(- 
c trudgen of all who love thee!" — Troubled as I 
c was for a man to whom I found I had been but 
; too dear, I found fome confolation in the hopes 
c that Celander would^ by his death, be eafed of 
4 thofe fcruples which had fo long made him a 
4 flranger to my bed ; but, alas f a fixed inexorable 

• opinion of my unworthinefshas taken the folepof- 
4 feilion of his mind, and neither vows, tear?, nor 
v every endearment that woman can put in prac- 
4 tice have the lean 1 power to alter it. The moffc 
c gloomy fadnefs dwells upon his brow, — he eats 
4 little, — fpeaks yet lefc, — avoids company, — 
' takes no diverfions, and fometimes breaks into 
4 fuch darts of horror, as give evident teftimony 

• of his being in danger of f lling into a condition 
'■ more deplorable than death itfelf. 

<s As I love him with the utmoft finceiity and 
" tenderntfs, judge how great my diftrefs muft be: 
<* even at the feeing him :hus, and how infinitely 
* c mure in the confeioufnefs of being the occafion. 
*' But whv ^o I appeal to you ? It is not in the 
** power of your S ; eclatori,:l capacity to make you 
*' 5 conceive the thoufandth part of what I feel ; my 

" mifery 
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" mifery is fuch as only can be truly judged by one 
* c in the fame wretched circumftances. 

" But I will dwell upon the melancholy theme 
<6 no longer. ' It was not the imagination that my 
** ftory might be of fome fervice to our too un- 
" thinking fex, that was the only motive which 
<c induced me to write to the Female Spectator; 
" I had indeed another, and more felfifh one, and 
" that is, it' you do not think my fault too great 
" to be forgiven by Heaven, or commiferated by 
<c earth, to intreat you will fay fomething in mi- 
cc tigation of it. Celander is a fubferiber to your 
cc books, and conftantly reads them. He will find' 
<c the truth of my heart in the account I have given 
cc you ; and that, joined- with fome perfuafive argu- 
ic ments from your agreeable pen, may, it \s pof- 
4C fible, retrieve fome part of the bleflings I once 
c< enjoy'd, and preferve from a total defpair her 
cc who is at prefent the mod unhappy of all 
iC created beings; yet, with the utmoft refpeft, 

" Madam, 
Si-. James's, " Your moft humble, and 

Feb. 20, 1756. « mo ft obedient fervanr, 

"Lavinia," 

*' P. S. Madam, difeafes of the mind, as well 
" as thofe of the body, if neglected, gather 
" increafe of ftrength every day : I there- 
ct fore befeech you to delay the publication. 
<c of this, and what you lhall think lit to 
" fay upon it, no longer than is confident 
" with thofe rules you have eftablifh'd." 



That perfon mufr. have a very obdurate heart 
Indeed, who is incapable of being moved at the 
L '6 afflictions- 
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afflictions of this lady; but yet, notwithftanding 
all the pity we have for her, we cannot fo much, 
as (he may wifh, or perhaps expert, excufe the 
fault for which (he fuffers. 

It is a great misfortune, when young ladies, 
who have fcarce quitted the nurfery, think them- 
selves women, and imagine they have a right to 
a& as they pleafe, chufe what company they will, 
and are fond of having fecrets of their own ; 
when, in reality, nothing can be for the advan- 
tage of their intereft, or honour, that is not fit to 
be communicated to their parents. 

Nothing methinks is fo becoming as that 
model* timidity, which all our fex are born with, 
and is only in a manner forced from us by the 
example of others more experienced. A girl, 
who accuftoms herfelf betimes to talk of love and 
lovers, will become an eafy prey to the firft offer. 
It is therefore the bufinefs of thofe who have 
charge of them, to keep their minds employ'd on 
other things, and never to let them hear any dif- 
courfe, or read any book, which may roufe that 
vanity of making conquefts, which, we muft 
confefs, is but inherent to us al) when very young, 
and in fome remains even to old age. 

I am afraid Lavinia, having the mfsforfune to 
lofe her mother, and being fo much the darling of 
her father, was permitted to have too much of her 
own will, and that tho' Silvias was the firft who 
had the temerity to addrefs her, yet doubtlefs (he 
had heard a great many things faid of her beauty. 
How common a compliment it is to the parents, to 
cry, " Mifs grows a lovely creature! — Well, fhe'll 
" kill all the men in time ! — What eyes fhe has!— 
" How delicate her fhape!" and fuch like fpeeches, 

which 
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which poifon the mind of the poor girl, and make 
her think there is nothing fhe has to take care of 
but to embellifh her perfon ; fo that her better 
part is wholly negledted, and every precept for 
improving the mind grows irkfome to her ear f 
and makes not the leaft impreffion on her heart. 

Whereas if fhe heard only praifes for the 
progrefs fhe made in thofe laudable accomplifh- 
ments fhe was allowed to be inftrucled in, her 
thoughts would be wholly turned that way. —She 
would confider knowledge as the moft valuable 
charm in woman as well as man, and 'not plume 
herfelf on thofe attractions which the fmall-pox, 
or any other fit of ficknefs, may deftroy even in 
the fpring of youth, and which in a few years 
will infallibly fade. 

I T is greatly owing to thefe ill-judged enco- 
miums, that makes fo mighty a difference between 
the underftanding of thefexes; and I may venture 
to fay, becaufe I am pretty certain of the truth of 
it, that if, when girls, we were dealt with as 
boys are, we fhould be much more on an equality 
with the men, when we came to be women. 

Neither ought even wit to be too lavifhly 
indulged 5 for wit without a due balance of judg- 
ment, which cannot be expecled from very early 
years, is apt to degenerate into pertnefs and a faucy 
contempt of our elders, than which nothing is 
more dangerous both for the manners and morals. 

A mixture of this perhaps might alfo have 
been infufed into Lavinia, or fhe would not have 
dared to encourage a clandefline courtfhip ; much 
lefs, as fhe herfelf acknowledges, took a pleafure 
in deceiving her father. — She muft certainly have 

utterly 
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utterly renounced all duty and affection when fhe 
could go io tar as to difpofe of herfelf, not only 
without his permifiion, but to one who fhe knew 
very well he never would be brought to approve. 

She is, notwithftanding, greatly to be pitied 
even for her faults, fince doubtlefs they arofe from 
the miftakes I have mention'd in thofe about her, 
and which by giving a wrong bent to ber humour, 
render her incapable of judging for herfelf. 

Happy had (he been if /he had feen Celander, 
whom it is very plain £he truly loves, before her 
acquaintance with Silvius, who it Ls plain fhe only 
imagin'd herfelf in love with : many there are, 
who like her have been thus felf-deceived, and it 
therefore behoves every young peiion to be upon 
her guard againlt. thefe falfe emotions of the heart, 
which are feldom indulged without di awing on 
fome fatal conftquence* 

As this unfortunate 1 idy was, however, fo far 
fway'd by them, *s to enter into a folemn engage- 
ment with her fiiftlovei, i know not how, if fhe 
had reflected at al! on it, (he could anf^er to her- 
felf the violation of it : — it is true fhe never 
could have fulfilled if, at lead during her father's 
life, without involving both herfelf and Silvius in 
all the rniferies of poverty ; and as (he after loved 
another, mutt have been yet more wretched in fa- 
crificinxr her paflion to her promile ; yet ilill I am 
furprized that fhe couid be, even for a moment, 
happy in giving to one thofe endearments which 
Were the right of another.. 

But her extreme youth, and the flatteries I 
have already faid, which without all queftion at- 
tended her fituation in life, mutt plead her excufe; 

and 
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and the juft fenfe fhe now feems to have of the 
error fhe has been guilty of hinder us from being 
too fcvere. 

CEL.ANDER, methinks, fhould be no lefs 
forgiving. — Her greatelt fault was inadvertency, 
and want of due examination into her own heart ; 
and few, alas ! there are, who at her years are 
capable of doing it. — If any fufpicion ever en- 
ter'd his head, that her real inclination kept pace 
with her firft vow; that fhe married him merely 
for the fake of grandeur, and that Silvius had 
been the happy man, had his efrate been equal ; 
that fufpicion ought to vanifh on the proofs (he 
now gives him of an unfeigned affedtion. — Her 
griefs and her diftrefs at his ellranged behaviour, 
fhould convince him that it was himfelf, and not 
his fortune, which prevailed on her to break thro' 
her engagement, and abandon his rival to defpair. 

Besides, he fhould confider that whether at 
their marriage (he was truly his wife, as another 
had received her faith, which indeed I am not ca- 
fuilt enough to determine; yet (he is now unques- 
tionably fo, as the death of Silvius has releafed 
her from all the obligations fhe r^fhly had laid 
herfelf under to him ; and I know not whether 
Irving with her in the manner he does, is not an 
error equal to that fhe has been guilty of. 

That he ftill loves her, fhe feems to believe, 
and if fo, as fhe may eafily judge, his behaviour 
can only be owing to an over-delicacy, whi-ch 
may be called virtue in extreme, or honour drain- 
ed to too high a pitch ; and in fupporting which, 
he fuffers himfelf, perhaps, greater pains than he 
inflicts. It is, as one of our poets fays, 

" A raging fit of virtue in the foul, 

u Tis pride's original, but nature's grave." 

And 
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And our inimitable Cowley complains of k 
in thefe pathetic terms. 

<c Have I o'ercome all real foes, 

" And {hall this phantom me oppofe ? 

" Noify nothing ! ftalking (hade ! 

c * By, what witchcraft wer't thou made ? 

cc Empty caufe of folid harms, 

" Foe to peace, and pleafure's charms !" 

On the whole, it is my opinion he ought to 
take the mourning penitent to his arms, pardon, 
and endeavour to forget what is paft ; — the fad 
miflake for which fhe fo much fuffers, was made 
before fhe ever law him* — Him fhe has never 
wronged : Silvius alone has reafon to complain, 
and Heaven to refent her breach of vow. Celander 
has nothing wherewith to accufe her on his own 
part, and has no pretence to make himfelf the 
avenger of a crime not committed againft him. 

Let him no longer, therefore, be the caufe of 
his own unquiet, and of that of one fo dear to him. 
Enough already has he facriflced to a nicenefs, 
which, tho' the token ofa mind rich in virtues, 
is no more than a weed fprmging from a too 
luxuriant foil, which ought to be pluck'd up, left 
it lhould choak the nobler plants. 

But if the admonitions of a Female Specta- 
tor may want fufficient force to expel thofe clouds 
of melancholy, which it feems envelope this gentle- 
man, let him hearken to what Mr. Dryden fays: 

" What then remains, but after paft away, 
" To take the good viciffitutle of joy ; 
" To thank the gracious Gods for what they give, 
" Poflefs our fouls, and while wc live, to live." 

As 
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As to Silvius, death fcreens him from the juft 
cenfure we otherwife Should be obliged to pafs on 
his behaviour; but though the grave is facred, 
and (huts out all reproaches, thofe who are living, 
and aft as he did, muft not efcape untold the error 
of their conduct. 

When a young gentleman fees a lady whom 
he is inclined to love, he certainly ought, before 
he indulges the growing paffion, to reflect on all 
the circumftances between them, and be able to 
fay to himfelf at leaft, that the attainment of his 
wiflies is neither a thing impracticable, or would 
be attended with worfe confequences, than the 
deprivation of them could be. 

There is a ftory very currently reported of a 
journeyman-taylor, who feeing queen Elizabeth 
go in her ftate-robes to the parliament-houfe, be- 
came fo violently in love with her that he run 
mad upon it. — I think every man is as little in 
his fenfes, who encourages an amorous inclination, 
where there are no reasonable hopes of fuccefs ; 
or if there are of gratifying his paffion, muft in- 
evitably be the ruin of both their fortunes. 

This was evidently the cafe of Silvius, and is 
of many more fuch inconfiderates ; but I know 
what they alledge in their excufe : they tell you, 
love is a paffion which no human reafon can con- 
troul ; — that it is not an impulfe of their own 
will, but is forced upon them by the irrefiflible 
influence of the chaiming objedt ; and therefore 
whatever difparity there may be between them 
and the perfon they love, yet ftill they muft love 
on whatever (hall enfue. 

These enamoratoes have ever in their mouths 
fome piece of poetry or other, which they imagine 

favours 
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favours their enthufiafm ; and Co great an idol do 
they make of their pafiion, that they even fet it 
above all laws both human and divine. The 
following lines are great favourites with them, 
and never fail to be quoted when any remon- 
flrances are made to them : 

n " No law is made for love ; 

" Law is for things which to free choice relate ; 
*' Love is not in our choice, but in our fate: 
*' Laws are but pofitive ; Jove's power we fee 
« Is Nature's fan&ion, and her fir ft decree. 
" Each day we break the bond of human laws 
" For love, and vindicate the common caufe. 
*' Laws for defence of civil rites are plac'd ; 
" Love throws the fences down, and makes 

" a general wafte, 
" Maids, widows, wives, without diftin&ion fall, 
*' The fweeping deluge love comes on, and co- 

" vers all ; - 
<c For love thefenfeof right and wrong confounds; 
ifc Strong love, and proud ambition, have no 

" bounds." 

Well, indeed, may it be call'd, as another 
great author has it, 

" The frenzy of the mind." 
Yet I vvill take upon me to maintain, that in 
its beginning it may eauly enough be iubdued, by 
any th<nkmg and difcreet perfon ; but the mifchief 
is, that fome young people are fo infatuated, as 
to imagine it a mighty pretty thing to be in love ; 
that it adds to their character, and affords r.»om 
for them t ) fay, and be faid to, a 2,reat tTuny fine 
things — How h ve I feen feve al of b >th kxcs f 
who, without fee mp the paflin, have dr Med 
their eye* in lan^uimrmnts, fighed by rote, and 
afT <5ted ali the (ymptoms of the moft dying love; 
foaie of whom, by long counterfeiting the inec- 
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tion, have at laft caught it in reality ; as Cowley 
defcribes it in a moft admirable manner : 

" Unhurt, untouch'd, dhtt complain, 
<c And terrify 'd all others with my pain ; 

" But now I feel the mighty evil : 

ct Ah, there's no fooling with the devil ! 
" So wanten men, when they would others fright, 

<c Themfelves have met a real fprite. 

" Daits, and wounds, and flame, and heat, 
<c I nam'd but for the rhime, or the conceit ; 

" Nor meant my verfe fhould raifed be 

" To the lad fame of prophecy. 
cc Truth gives a dull propriety to my ftile, 

" And all the metaphors does fpoil. 

ct In things where fancy much does reign, 
* l 'Tis dangerous too cuningly to feign. 

<( The play at laft a truth does grow, 

" And cuftom into nature go. 
" By this curft art of begeing I became 

" Lame, with counterfeiting lame. 

"My liies of amorous defire 
" I wrote to kindle, and blow others fire, 

if And 'twas a barbarous delight, 

" My fancy promis'd from the fi^ht: 
" But now, by love, the mighty Pnalaris, I, 

" My burning bull, the fir it to try. 

But as to thofe whofe hearts are fenfibly at- 
tracted by the perfections of a perfon they may 
happen to fee, and feel in themfelves the iincere 
tokens of a growing pailion ; even thofe, I fay, 
if any material impediment lie in tne way or their 
defires, may, if they will attempt to do it, con* 
quer the impulfe, powerful as it is. — Let them 
forbear all farther interviews with the dangerous 
objedt. — Let them fhun the (oftening converfa- 
fion of all who either are lovers, or pretend to 
be (o % and endeavour to fill their minds with the 

ftudy 
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ftudy of fome fcience or art. — Abfence, time, 
and employment, will infallibly work a cure, 
though I will not argue but at firft the patient 
mull undergo fome pain. 

A young failor, who was paffionately in love 
with a maid that had but one eye, after having 
been a three years voyage, went to vifit her on 
his return, and imagin'd he found her quite diffe- 
rent from the perfon he fo much doated on at his 
departure : — " Blefs me, cryed he, how you ar« 
•'altered fincel went away! Why you have loft one 
4t of your eyes!" On which (he laugh'd, and reply'd 
wittily enough, " No, but I perceive you have found 
" bo.h yours." 

Wjtle the paflion lafts, it doubtlefs gives 
charms where there are none, and highly magni- 
fies thofe it really finds ; but when it ceafes, we 
fee without a mill before our eyes, and often are 
fur prized at ourfelves for having been fo much 
deceived. 

But fuppofing the object of our affections to 
be in fact poiTefs'd of the moft confummate per- 
fections ; if thofe perfections cannot be attained, 
without prejudice either to ourfelves or the perfon 
we love, is it not the extremeft folly to purfue 
the aim? — What ideas could Silvius, who truly 
loved, or Lavinia, who imagin'd fhe did fo, form 
to themfelves of happinefs in life, by encouraging 
an inclination for each other ? What likelihood of 
compleating the union they had vow'd ? Or if 
madly they had refolved to entet into it, what but 
mifery had attended it? The hufband, unable to 
fuppoVt his wife as fhe had been bred, mult have 
been doubly wretched, to fee the idol of his foul 
Unnuifh under wants he had not power to relieve, 

and 
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and which he had brought her under ; and the 
wife, grown wifer by calamity, would certainly 
have rjepented the error of her choice, and hated 
the author of her altered ftate. — Difcontent, grief 
of heart, reproaches, would foon have ufurped the 
place of fond endearments, and he that loved, and 
ihe that did not love, have been equally unhappy. 

I believe, if we look into the world, we 
fhall find no greater evils in private life, than what 
marriages, whether clandeftine, or openly folem- 
nized in defiance of the will of thofe who ought 
to have the difpofai of us, have occafioned. 

Obedience to parents is an indifpenfible duty. 
. — No one, how great foever, ought to think 
himfelf exempt from paying it ; decency and 
good manners require it ; natural affedlion ob- 
liges to it ; the laws of man enjoin it ; and the 
law of God not only commands it, but annexes 
to the fulfilling it, a promife of long life in the 
land which he (hall pleafe to give us. 

Yet, notwithftanding this, when a parent 
through avarice, caprice, or partiality, would 
force his child to marry utterly againft inclination, 
I cannot think difobedience a crime, becaufe we 
are not to obey our parents in things which are 
in themfelves unlawful ; and certainly there is no- 
thing more oppofite to the laws of God, and more 
contradi&ory to the inftitution, and even to the 
very words of marriage, than to vow an everlafling 
love to a perfon for whom one has a fixed averfion. 

But tho' we are not always bound to marry 
according to the direction of our parents, we 
ought not, however, to think ourfelves at liberty 
to chute for ourfelves. — If we cannot bring our 

hearts 
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hearts to correfpond with their rlefires, we muft 
not be (b wholly guided by our own, as to bring 
into that family a perfon whom they do not ap- 
prove of. 

In fhort, it is the opinion of the Female Spec- 
tator, that he, or fhe who cannot marry ac- 
cording to their parents liking, ought not to 
marry at all, at leaft till the deceafe of thofe pa- 
rents leaves them free to difpofe of themfelves. 

It is, however, a very great misfortune, me- 
thinks, that fo many places where young people 
may meet and undo themfelves for ever at plea- 
sure, are tolerated. — The cuftom of calling the 
banns in the parifh-churches, as old-fafhioned and 
vulgar as it is now efteemed, prevented many a 
worthy family from beine brought into affii&ion 
by the folly of one inconfiderable branch of it. 

Marriages alfo in private chambers, though 
with the confent of friends, and never fo many 
perfons prefent, feem to me to lofe great part of 
the Solemnity. — If the ceremony is allowed to be 
of divine inftitution, and the union of hands and 
hearts to be a type of the myftical union of Chrift 
and his church, certainly the moft proper place 
for the celebration of it, is that which is confe- 
crated, and fet apart for religious rites. 

I have the honour to be intirely of the fame 
way of thinking with a late noble lord, who faid, 
he could not look on any marriage as perfecl which 
was not celebrated before the altar, and obliged his 
daughter, and the bridegroom he had made choice 
of for her, to be married at the parifh-church, 
though both of them were fomewhat reluctant, as 
it was againft the mode. 

The 
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The main reafon I have heard alledged againft 
it is, that it is too great a (hock to the modefty of 
a young lady to be given to a man in the prefence 
of fo many people as generally crowd into the 
church on fuch occafions : but I wifh there were 
more fincerity and Jefs of fophiftry in this argu- 
ment, and that the brides of this age would in 
other refpe£ts difcover an equal (hare of timidity 
with their great-grand-mothers, who were not 
afhamed to go to church with the man they loved 
and was authorifed by their parents, or fuch who 
had the difpofal of them. 

Some too, in order I fuppofe to prove themfelves 
good Protectants, will fay, that a marriage before 
the altar makes it look too much like a facramenf, 
and favours of the church of Rome ; but all who 
talk in this idle manner, I am afraid, are ofthe 
number of thofe, who, to fly from popery, run 
into prophanenefs, and rather than put too great a 
flrefs on any of the ordinances of the church, 
defpife and ridicule every thing it enjoins. 

I am forry to fay, that of thefe there are not a 
few ; but as this is a matter quite foreign to my 
prefent purpofe, and indeed I mud: acknowledge 
out of the province of a Female Spectator, I 
(hail add no more upon it. 

All I would endeavour by this animadverflon 
on Lavmia's letter, is to perfuade the younger part 
of my fex, that it is highly unbecoming of them 
to entertain any thoughts of love or marriage, till 
it is propofed and recommended to them by ihofe 
under whole government they are ; and the elder, 
to avoid all fuch filly compliments and difcourfes 
as may contribute to put into the minds of thofe 
under their care, ideas which otherwife perhaps 
they would have very little or no notion of. 
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The fmall-pox is not half fo great an enemy 
to the face, as flattery is to the mind of a young 
virgin. It empoifons all the noble propenfities, 
turns every thing to vanity, and makes her, inftead 
of pleafing others, look on nothing but herfelf as 
worthy of being pleafed. She flies the conver- 
sation of all thofe who deal fincerely with her, 
and is in raptures with fuch as tend to the praifes 
of her beauty. She fwallows greedily the moft 
grofs and abfurd encomiums, believes them all, 
and that flie merits even more than can be faid. 
In this imagination, blown up with felf-conceit, 
fee grows above all controul. Her words, her 
actions, are wholly under the direction of her own 
will, which influencing her only to the gratification 
of her paflions and humour, what but ruin in its 
word fliape can be expeded to enfue ! 

Of all the virtues, there are none ought more 
to be inculcated into the mind of a young girl, 
than modefty and meeknefs. Vanity and pride 
are perpetually endeavouring to force their way 
into the heart, and too much care cannot be taken 
to repulfe their efforts. The more file has of 
beauty, the lefs fee ought to be told of it, and 
the ffronger arguments made ufe of to convince 
her of the little value fee feould fet upon it. 

Nothing gives me more pain than to fee a 
mother encourage her children in what fee calls 
fpirit, and be rather pleafed than offended at any 
pert behaviour they may be guilty of, efpecially 
when they are very young. Poor woman ! (lie 
does not confider how this fame fpirit will grow 
with their years, and to what dangerous lengths 
it may one day tranfport them ! 

It is a fpirit not eafily quelled when once raifed, 
and I would have no parents flatter themfelves 

with 
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with the power of doing it; for when too much 
lenity finds itfelf provoked to aufterity, the perfon 
it is exercifed upon, inltead of being humbled by 
the change, becomes more perverfe, and not fel- 
dom flies into open rebellion. 

It is, therefore, in the mod early years of life 
we ou»ht to begin to be inftru&ed in the leflbns 
of virtue, if it is expecled we fhould praclife them 
when arrived to more maturity. Juvenal truly fays, 

cc Children, like tender oziers, take the bow, 
" And as they firft are fafhion'd, always grow : 
" For what we learn in youth, to that alone 
" In age we are by fecond nature prone." 

But I forefee the little relifh fome of my rea- 
ders, not only of the younger fort, but of thofe 
parents who are milled by a falfe tendemefs, will 
have for thefe admonitions ; a confcioufnefs how- 
ever of having done what ought to be the bufinefs 
of every public writer, will confole me under all 
the fevere things may happen to be faid of me. 

A second letter from Curiofo Politico came to 
hand; but though there are many good things in 
it, yet a? it is on a fubjefl: altogether improper 
for a work of this kind, we mult defire he will 
excufe us for not inferring it. 

For the fame reafon we muft alfo reject that 
from Alcander, as well as a copy of verfes from a 
namelefs author, intitled, A Poem on the prefent 
Poflure of Affairs, or a Trip to the North. The 
latter of thefe is a piece which will doubtlefs take 
very well with the town, if printed by itfelf; and 
would therefore advife the gentleman to let it ap- 
pear : for which reafon we have left it with our 
publifher, who will deliver it to any one, who, 

Vol. IV. M by 
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by repeating fome lines. contained in it, can prove 
he has a juit title to it. 

The letter figned S. S, S. is received, and the 
ingenious author may depend on feeing it in our 
next eflay, it coming too late to be inferted in 
this; otherwife the honour he does this undertak- 
ing, by communicating, through our canal, fen- 
tirnents fo well worthy the attention of the world, 
had been immediately pubii(hed. 

In the mean time we defire he will accept of 
our fincere thanks, not only for that by which 
our readeis will have an equal advantage with 
oirfelves, but alfo for the good opinion he has fo 
obligingly teftined of the Female Spectator, 
in his letter to the publifher. 

B O O K XXIV. 

T is a very great misfortune, that people will 
not give themfelves the trouble to examine 
more nearly into the nature of things ; efpecially 
cf fuch as they have every day in their mouths, 
and would be thought to practife in their be- 
haviour. 

It is this inattention that renders us liable to fo 
many errors in judgment, both in ourfelves and 
others. — Hence it is^ that good tafte, good man- 
ners, and indeed all virtues are fo little underlfood. 
> — Hence it is, we are fo often deceived by f'em- 
blances and vain appearances, and miftake the 
fhadow for the fubflance. 

To 



d by Google 



book: 24. SPECTATOR. 267 

To awaken the foul, and roufe it to a proper 
exertion of its faculty of difcernment, has been 
the chief aim of thefe lucubrations ; fjnce from a 
too great fupinenefs in fo material a point, flow, 
as from their fountain head, alrnoft all the errors 
we are guilty of. 

The letter I now prefent my readers with, has 
in it fomething fo very delicate on this fubje&, 2nd 
is written in fo elegant and mafterly a manner, 
as cannot, I think, fail of invigorating ihe moft 
indolent. 

To the Female Spectator. 

u Madam, 
<c I OBSERVE, with great pleafure, that you 
xi clofely tread in the fteps of your late brother and 
Xi predecefTor, the Spectator, of immortal me- 
ci mory, in that part of his lucubrations where he 
c< endeavours to promote religion, morality, and 
" good manners : and that, like him too, you are 
*< thankful for any hint from an ingenious corre- 
" fpondent, and have a very happy talent of im- 
" proving and enforcing it. 

" A design fo noble claims the aflfiftance of 
<c every able hand, and your inftru&ive and good- 
<( natured manner of executing it, encourages 
iC perfons of all ranks and capacities to contribute 
" fomething to your tfock. 

" Moved by thefe confiderations, I have ven- 
<c tured among others, to call my mite into your 
ct treafury, which, like the widow's, will, I hope, 
" be rated, not according to the value of the gift, 
" but the intention and abilities cf the donor : — 
"the fmal!eft fum makes fome addition to the 
M 2 " lar.oeit 
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" iargeftheap; efpecially when it. hath pafTcd thro* 
c ' your enchanting hands, which have the power 
of turning every thing they touch into gold. 



<t 



<c But not to keep you in fufpenfe any longer, I 

c < (hall take the liberty of communicating to you, 
'^and through your canal to the public, an obfer- 
*' vation that hath occurred to me, which I do 
" not remember to have met with in any author, 
ct that good manners do fo neceflarily attend upon 
44 religion, that they areinfeparably linked together. 

<c As by religion, I mean, not the outward pro- 
" feflion, or the moil formal (hew of it, but that 
" which grows in the heart, and proceeds from a. 
^ fixed principle of goodnefs and conviction ; fo 
* 6 by good manners 1 would be underftood to com- 
<€ prehend, not only the courtly phrafe, the well- 
" turn'd compliment, or the eafy falute, but like- 
<< wife that innate defire of pleafing, that fearfulnefs 
<< of offending, and that fweetnefs of difpofition, 
l < which may (nine as much in the plain country- 
" man, as in the gaudy courtier.. 

<c There mav be ilrong appearances of both 
<c thefe amiable qualities, without the fubftance. 
" But when the life and foul of them is wanting, 
<c as the one is allowed by every body to be hypo- 
*< crify, fol would call the other only good breeding. 
* c Hence.it is that many wicked men often do vir- 
ci tuous and genteel actions, becaufe they corref- 
" pond with their intereft, their reputation, or 
<< the fafhion of the times ; when they would not 
*' fcruple to be guilty in private of the moil: bafe 
«' and unmannerly behaviour. But true religion, 
" and good manners, which are built upon a folid 
tc and unfhaken foundation, are always uniform 
« and conftant, exerting themfelves in a proper 

" manner, 
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" manner, at all times, and to all people. — Wh;.t 
4C therefore God hath. joined together, let no man 
" put afunder. 

u Many examples are' to be met with "in ho'/ 
" writ, to confirm the truth of this obfervntion. 
<v Let us look over the hiltorical part of it, from 
" Adam the firft man, down to Sr. Paul the laii, 
M but not, as he modeftly calls himfelf, the leaii:' 
if of the apoftles ; and a curious reader will find 
" numberlefs inftances to convince him how in- 
" timately thefe two qualifications are united to- 
" gether. Whenever we drop into the icory of ** 
Ci good man-, if the narrative is of any length, we 
u (ball certainly discover traces of a courteous 
C4 affible, and generous difpoiuion ; and in the- 
" character of the wicked, there is always a mix> 
u Cure of the four, the churl, and che moro-e. 

"Give yourfelf the trouble, madam, to con- 
" fider this fubjecl:, and expatiate upon it a little ; 
" and do not make a modeft excufe, as you haver 
" fometimes done, that it is an undertaking more 
" fit for a divine. It may perhaps be fo ; and' 
*« therefore I hope, if you will throw fome farther 
" light upon this fketcb, by a few ftrokes of your 
" mallerly pencil, it may encourage a great genius 
" of that learned body to work it up into a finifhed 
" piece. 

" I am perfuaded that a very ufeful and enter- 
<c taining treatife might be formed upon this plan. 
" — M&ny illuftrious examples might be difplaved 
" in an advantageous manner for our imitation ; 
44 many curious remarks might be introduced for 
u our amufement ; and many inflrudtive conduc- 
tions might be drawn For our improvement. 

M 3 " A^ 
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'* As your fpeculations are read with plea Cure 
44 by feveral fine gentlemen and ladies, who would 
" beafhamed to be feen with a bible in their hands, 
n they may poffibly be furprized into a convi&ion 
** that it is not (o old fafhioned a book as they are 
<c taught to believe it is. If they fhould be tempted 
<s to lay afide their prejudices, and give themfelves 
*-'• the trouble to look into it with a little attention,, 
<4 fhey cannot turn over many pages without find- 
4& ing ftrong instances of good manners ; and in 
4; many parts of it they will meet with fuch beau- 
<c tiful compliments, fuch elegant addrefs, and 
c < fuch high iJrokes of politenefs, as are not to be 
'* outdone in the moft refined and accomplished 
4c circles of conversation. — Thev may likewife be 
*< induced r> entertain a more favourable opinion 
* c of religion, when they fee how greatly the 
c< world is indebted to it for the fweetnefs of tem- 
*< per, and the eafinefs of behaviour, which render 
" us not only agreeable, but ufeful to one another. 
*• 'This is the original fpnng from whence good 
'<■ manners naturally and neceffarily flow ; but good 
c< breeding, however commendable and decent,.. 
" often arifes from other motives. For we fhould 
cc diftinguifh between thefe, as we do between re- 
<l lijion itfeif, and the ceremonious part of it.- — *- 
^ The one is the fubftance, the other is the form* 
Cl — The one is the inward difpofition of the heart; 
<< the other is a graceful manner of exerting it in 
" our outward practice. They are moft valuable 
1 and praife-worthy when united together; but if 
" the good principle is wanting, the moft courtly 
" addrefs is but fallacious fhew -> — a kind of civil 
<c hypocrtfy. 

"Again; Tome judicious obfervations upon 

* 'bis fubjecl: may ferve to open the hearts and ex- 

fcw tend the charity of many ft iff, though perhaps 

" well- 
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6i well-meaning chriftians of all communities, who 
u profcfs a more than ordinary ftriclnefs of be- 
^ haviour : but do it in fuch an aukward, i.i- 
" natur'd, and morofe manner, as to prejudice 
" others into a fettled diflilce of religion itfcir. 
u Let them examine themfelves clofelv, whether 
" this foumefs of temper, and this pharifaical con- 
ii tempt of their neighbours, do not proceed from 
" a degree of fpiritual pride. It certainly grows 
Ct from fome bad root, and ought by no means to 
" be charged to the account of religion; which 
" will appear,- upon the niceft enquiry, to encou- 
" rage and promote whatfoever things are lovely 
** and of good report. 

" But, laftly, a feel: of our difTenters may learn 
" from hence, how greatly they are miftaken in 
" their notions of imitating the apoitles and pri- 
u mitive men, by an uncouth and unmannerly be- 
4C haviour. I will not uncharitably conclude, that 
cc their peculiarity ofdre's, and bluntnefs of fpeech, 
" is the efTeil: of Angularity and aff.ee .ition ; cue 
" I will venture to affirm, that religion, and the 
" examples they quote, are in point again ft them. 
" For we (hall univerfally find, that the good and 
Ci great men of old conformed themfelves to civil 
" modes and phrafes of the times and places they 
" lived in, and were moft remarkably diftin- 
" guifhed by a courteous, refpeftful, and polite 
" behaviour. 

" If you will give yourfelf the trouble to im- 
" prove thefe hints, you will oblige, 
" Madam, 

Warwick, " Your fincere admirer, 

March 10, 1746. " S. S. S." 

I could wifh thofe of my readers who flhine 
M 4 in 
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in what they call high-life, would ferioufly con- 
fide r, and well weigh the judicious and inftru&ive 
diflfnclion the author of the above epiftle has 
made between good manners and good breeding; 
they would then fee that t-he latter without the 
former can only impofe on the ignorant, or thofe 
at a difiance from them, but it is feen through, 
and found of little value by fuch as aie endued 
with any {hare of judgment, and approach them 
more nearly. 

Good-breeding we owe merely to the care 
and pains taken in our education, and our in- 
structors and governors merit the praife of it more 
than ourfelves ; but good manners are our own en- 
tuely, not learned by rote, not borrowed or forced, 
as it were, into us by others j they are the im> 
mediate workings of a foul replete with gentle- 
nefs, humanity, and every focial virtue; and the 
more we difcover of them, the more we refemble 
the Great Author of our being, who is the 
Jource of all gocdnefs* 

Well may this obliging correfpondent fay, 
they go hand in hand with religion, and cannot 
be put afunder. — True religion cannot be without 
good manners, becaufe the properties of good man- 
ners are not only taught but infpir'd into us by 
religion. — The moft frequently repeated com- 
mand given to us by the great Legislator of our 
faith, and by all his apoftles after him, is, that 
we love one another : now from love flows com- 
plaifance, humility, Sincerity, charity, benevo- 
lence, hofpitality, a delight in pleafing, and in 
fine, every thing that can endear us to mankind 
while on earth, and render us fit for, and capable 
o r , enjoying that harmonious communion we 
hope for hereafter, 

Who 
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Whoever is poffefs'd of this love, this good- 
will, this univerfal tcndernefs for his fellow-crea- 
tures, is incapable of giving offence to any. — His 
behaviour will be all fweetnefs and gentlenef?,even 
though he mould be entirely ignorant, of the rules 
of good breeding \ and if he exprefles himfelf in a 
lefs polite manner,. it will however be affectionate 
and kind ; — every thing he fays and does will be. 
accompanied with a certain foftnef?,- which may 
well compenfate for the want of elegance. 

Were it poflible that the whole fpecies of hu- 
man-kind would each look on himfelf as hut a 
member of that great body of which God himfelf 
is the foul,, how perfect would be the happinefs 
of every individual ! — No wants, no miferies, no 
tears,, no lamentations would then difturb the quiet 
of the world, or deftroy our relifli for that profu- 
fion of comforts with which Heaven has Co boun- 
tifully ftored every element for the ufe and fervice 
of w$ all in general ; and whoever with-holds from 
his neighbour, and endeavours to engrofs as much 
as be can to himfefF, is guilty of the higheft injuftice 
and moft confummate arrogance, in fo manifeftly 
contradicting the intention of the Divine Donor. 

But to return to this ftate of innocence and pu- 
rity is not to be expected ; a train of wicked par- 
dons, natural to us as the air we breathe, have now ■ 
taken poflTeflion of the heart of man, 2nd even one 
reafon, when moil exerted, is often too weak to 
combat with them. — Pride, luxury, ambition, and 1 
revenge make a terrible havock of the nobler pro- 
penfities, and enervate the foul even in the befl of 
us? fa that we are compelled to fay with St. Paul,, 
tc The good that I would, that 1 do not ; and. the: 
* ( evil that I would not, that Ide. " 

M 5 HoW-- 
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However, as the defire of being fpoke well 
of, is natural even to thofe who take Jeaft pains 
to deferve it, methinks it is worth the while of 
every one to carry themfelves with affability and 
courtefy to all degrees of people : — to relieve the 
wants of thofe who ftand in need of companion ; 
and to be lefs fevere in cenfuring and expofing 
frich as may have been guilty of any errors in 
conduct. The fums which to my knowledge fome 
people of condition lavifh away on trifles, many 
of which perhaps it would be better for them to 
be without, would purchafe a thoufand friends, 
and attracTr. more real admiration and reverence, 
than the moft glaring equipage they can invent; 
and that wit and fpirit they too frequently exert 
in malicious farcafms, if employed in excufing 
any falfe ftep they may happen to be informed of, 
would lofe nothing of its value by being accom- 
panied with good-nature. 

I am very apt to believe that many who are 

not endued with the greatefr. fweetnefs of difpofi- 
tion, if they could once bring themfelves to a£f. as 
if thev were, would, by the advantages they muft 
necelTariJy find in gQodnefs, become in reality 
what they before but affum'd the fhew of being : 
for if ill habits by long cuftom grow into a fecond 
nature, and are fcarce poflibJe to be thrown off, 
though the mifchiefs attending them are known 
and felt, good ones muft certainly have the fam 
effect, when we find honour, reputation, and 
harmony of mind are their reward. 

Good breeding, by this means converted 
into good manners, would be truly meritorious, and 
I queftion if not more fo, than to be endued by 
nature with all the qualities which iacline to the 
practice of them. 

But 
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But to accuftom one's felf to fay nothing but 
kind and obliging things, yet never do a jult or 
generous one, unlefs intereftor oflentation excites, 
is, as the worthy gentleman exprefles it, no more 
than a civil hypocrify. 

This topic puts me in mind of an afTair which 
I was perfectly acquainted with the truth of, and 
is fo applicable to the purpofe, that 1 cannot help 
relating it, tho' the reader muft excufe my men- 
tioning the country where it happened, or the 
names of the perfons concerned in it. 

A certain m>blernan, who for his great 
courtefy, affability, and feeming fweetnefs of dif~ 
pofition, was the very idol of the populace, and 
the delight of all thoie who were admitted to a 
nearer converfation with him, gave an inftance of 
this civil hypocrify ; he was doubtlefs poflefTed of 
many excellent qualities, though he wanted the 
crown of all, fincerity, as will too evidently appear 
by the fequel of the ftory I am about to relate. 

This great and accompliflied perfon had the 
misfortune to fall under the difpleafure of his fo- 
vereign, thro' the fubtle infinuations of the then 
prime minifter, who being a wicked and weak 
man, except in a low, mean cunning, in whicli 
it muft be owned he excelTd, hated all who had 
any real merit, or were judg'd to have it, 

He was not, indeed, abfolutely forbid the court. 
but look'd fo coldly upon by all belonging to it, 
that he feldom went there; and this abfenting 
himfelf gave his enemy many opportunities of 
mifreprefenting him, and putting a falfe colour on 
every thing he did. 

M 6 It 
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It happen'd one day that a gentlewoman, who 
had frequent cccafion of waiting on the prime mi- 
nifter, on account of a bufinefs fhe was then fo- 
Jiciting, being dehYd to flay in one of his parlours 
till a perfon was gone, with whom they told her 
he was at prefent engaged, flie faw foon after a 
chair, with the curtains clofe drawn, brought by 
the door of the room where file was fitting, and 
in a few minutes a gentleman came out of a clofet 
where the prime minifter ufually received people- 
who came to him on any priyate affairs, and; 
threw himfelf into it with. the greateft. precipitar 
tion, as if fearful of being feen, even by the fer- 
vants of the perfon he came to. 

So uncommon a fight as a chair being brought 
quite through the houfe, joined with the extreme- 
caution of him that went into it, a little furprized- 
her ; but (he made no great reflections on it at 
that time, being prefently admitted to the prefence* 
of the prime minifter ; but before fhe had con- 
cluded what fhe had to fay to him, his. valet ds 
ehambrecame in, and told him one of the fathers 
of the church defired to fpealc with him ; on 
which he went haftily out, leaving her alone in 
the clofet. 

As fhe fat ruminating on -her own affairs, and' 
far from any curiofuy for knowing thofe of other 
people, hei" eye, without her defignlng it to do fo y 
chanced to glance on a parchment which had been 
tied, but now lay half unrolled upon a table near 
her, on the top of which Hie could not help fee- 
ing thefe words, " Articles of impeachment for high- 
Creafon." This fomewhat ftartled her, and fhecould 
not refrain looking a little farther, where (he read 
the name of that nobleman abovemefltioned, . and 

below. 
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below that of another perfon who (he heard was- 
his moft bitter enemy. 

She doubted not but that the prime minifter 
and this other were hatching fome mifchief to- 
wards the noble lord ; and as fhe had fome fmall 
acquaintance with him, and had the higheft efti- 
mation for his character, it aggravated the indig- 
nation which (he could not but have felt at the 
injuftice attempted to be pradtifed, had it been 
againft a perfon. fhe thought lefs worthy,. 

She had no time to examine into the body of 
the fcrolL The prime minifter return'd, and after 
fome difcourfe with him on the bufinefs which 
had brought her thither, fhe took her leave, but 
with an agitation of mind, which required no lefs 
prudence than fhe was miftrefs of to conceal. 

Ofcr her return home, and ruminating on what 
fhe had (een y fhe thought it her duty to apprize 
the nobleman of the danger he was in, to the end 
he might be arm'd againft it : for this purpofe fhe* 
wrote to let him know (he had made adifcovery of 
fome-thing, which it was highly neceflary for his 
intereft, and even fafety, he fhould beimmediate- 
ly made acquainted with,, and added, that if he 
would- be at leifure {he would wait on him that 
fame evening to explain the matter* 

To this he returned a very complaifant anfwer ; 
but added, that being obliged to fup with fome 
friends at a villa he had fome diftance^ from 
town, he would order his fecretary to atten3 her, 
and intreated fhe would communicate the fecret 
to him, which, he faid, might be done with the 
fame fafety as^ ta himfelf. 

The 
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The gentleman accordingly came, and in com- 
pliance to the requeft made her by his lord, fhe 
related to him the whole of what fhe knew ; and 
withal, that (lie imagined that the gentleman fhe 
had feen go away in the covered chair, was no 
other than him whofe name fhe had feen in the 
parchment, as the perfon who attempted to prove 
the articles therein inferted. 

The fecretary feemed greatly aflonifhed, and, 
as fhe thought, difmayed at the intelligence fhe 
gave him ; but, after having paufed a little, " There 
"is nothingof ill, faidhe, that is not to beexpe<Sted 
" from the malice and implacable hatred of theprime 
" minifter ; but as to the fuppofition you mention of 
" the perfon who went out in that private manner, 
<c being the fame whofe name you faw in the parch- 
*' ment, it is altogether groundlefs; for lam very cer- 
" tain he is notinthis kingdom, and thatmy lord has 
"taken effectual meafures to keep him where he is." 

As the lady had only bare conjecture on her 
fide, though backed with probability enough, (he 
offered no more in defence of it, and the fecretary 
went away ; but, as fhe afterwards heard, took 
poft-chaife immediately to his lord, to acquaint 
him with what fhe had told him, which convinced 
her how material he even thought it, though he 
would not feern to do fo. 

The nobleman, however, in this point was lefs 
capable than his fervant of difguifing himfelf, as 
, being more deeply interefled ; and fent him again 
the next day with many fine compliments, and 
expreflions of the utmoft gratitude, to which was 
annex'd a requeft of her ufing all her efforts to 
come at the truth, and find out, if poflible, the 
perfon in the chair 3 adding, that whatever pains 

or 
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or expence fhe fhould be at in unravelling this 
important myftery, they fhould certainly be amply 
recompenfcd. 

As fhe knew, and truly hated the prime minifter's 
bafe arts, had a veneration for the good qualities 
'of the nobleman who requeued this favour of her, 
and doubtlefs had fome fparks of curio fity herfelf, 
fhe readily allured the fecretary, that nothing in 
her power fhould be wanting to fatisfy hfs lord's 
defire ; on which he renewed his compliments, 
and faid he would attend her in a few days ; be- 
feeching, that if fhe fucceeded in her enquiries* 
before he came, that fhe would fend to him. 

The various flratagems to which fhe was 
obliged to have recourfe, in order for this difco- 
very, would be too tedious to recount : it fhall 
fuffice to fay, that fhe gain'd her point in \cfs than 
a week's time, and found fhe had not been de- 
ceived in her firft thought, and that the perfon 
who took fo much care to keep himfelf concealed, 
was the very individual he, whofe name fhe had 
feen as the grand accufer of the noble lord. 

The next requeft made her in his name by the 
fecretary, who came to her every day, was to 
find out where this incendiary was lodged, which 
with a great deal of perfonal fatigue, and no fmall 
expence of money, fhe at laft attain'd the know- 
ledge of; but what cannot a fincere zeal, curiofi- 
ty, and fome mixture of felf- inter eft accomplifh ! 
Though born and bred to very great expectations 
in life, a multiplicity of crofs accidents had ren- 
dered her not of the number of the rich, though 
above the contempt of want ; and, as fhe had 
much to hope from the favour of fo great and ho- 
nourable a perfon, it doubtlefs added to her dili- 
gence and induftry in ferving him, n The 
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The promifes made her were indeed very great*, 
and the gratitude of the nobleman exceeded in 
{hew even her own imagination :: after fhe had. 
acquainted him where his adverfary was to be 
found, he fent his fecretary, to tell her, that he 
fhould always acknowlege. that he ow'd to her* 
if not his life, his honour, and whatever elfe was 
valuable in this world ; and that he would, in a 
very few days, convince her of the fenfe he had 
of the obligation fhe had conferr'd upon him, by 
making her fortune as perfectly eafy as fhe had. 
made his mind. 

The fervice fhe did him was certainly as great 
as ever man received, for by this early intelligence 
he found means to circumvent all the plots his 
enemies were laying againft him, reconciled him- 
felf-to the good graces of his fovereign, bought off 
his grand, accufer from the interefr. of the prime 
minifter ; fo that the thing was entirely dropped, 
and never more attempted. — But to return to the, 
lady. 

Some weeks after her knowing the nobleman 
was again in favour pafs'd over, without her hear- 
ing any thing from him, or his fecretary, to the 
former of whom fhe wrote a letter, expreffing 
the fatisfaclion it gave her to find the good effects 
of what fhe had done. 

This was the moft modeft method fhe could 
take of reminding him, and, one would think, 
fhould have been fufficient to have made him 
a(hamed of having ftood in need of it; but when 
one can bring one's feU to do a bafe, or an un- 
generous action, one /hall always . eafily find w.a)$ 
to evade the fcandal of it. 

Hfc. 
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He fent a very civil, though cool mefTage, by 
the perfon who delivered the letter into his hands, 
importing that he had been extremely bufy of late, 
bat would not fail ordering his fecretary to wait 
on her in a fliort time. 

She had too much penetration not to difcover 
there was more of the courtier thanthe honed man 
m this behaviour, and after having vainly waited 
the coming of his fecretary for many weeks, at 
laft refolved to make a vifit to the nobleman, and 
know her doom from his own mouth. 

But in imagining {he could do To, (he was 
wholly miftaken ; on having fent up her name, 
inftead of being admitted into his prefence, as was 
ufual, before (he had conferred this obligation on 
him, his valet de chambre brought down an ex- 
cufe, that he was engaged in company, and [hould 
be glad to fee her any other time. 

Resolving to fee the event, (he went again 
the next day, and was then told he was indifpofed : 
— (he repeated her vifit on the third ; he wa§ ft ill 
out of order ; on the fourth had the fame anfwer r 
tho' (he was no fooner got home all thefe times,. 
than (he faw him in his chariot pafs by her owa 
door. 

This was fufficient to convince her, that the- 
benefit received was no longer thought worth ac^ 
knowledging : however, (he went three or four 
times afterwards, but he was always from home, 
fo that (he found the fervants had a general order 
to refufe her admittance whenever (he came. 

She then endeavoured to fee the fecretary,. but 
he was no lefs careful to avoid her. than histoid had 
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been ; on which fhe fent a little billet to him, de- 
firing he would take hold of fome leifure moment 
to call at her lodgings. 

As {he had ordered the meflenger to wait his 
anfwer, it was impofiible for him to avoid return- 
ing one ; but it was only by word of mouth, that 
he had received no commands from his lord con- 
cerning her as yet, and whenever he did, he would 
not fail to wait upon her ; and though (he con- 
tinued for a long time her remonfirances, and he 
lived five years after, (he never received any other 
acknowledgement than in words, of the fervice fhe 
had rendered him.. 

Thus ended all her expectation and depend- 
ance on this fcore. Thus was teftified the gra- 
titude and honour of a great man, who, on the 
account of his good breeding and affability, had 
acquired fo high a reputation of being poffcffed of 
every other excellent qualification. 

Not but he had in effect done many generous 
actions ; but then it was, as my correfpondent ob- 
serves, where he was certain it would be either 
for his intereft or character, by their being known 
and publickly talked of. Now here he had no fuch 
motive : as the affair transacted by this lady was~ 
of a fecret nature, and, if divulged, would have 
incurred the difpleafure of the prime minifter, he 
had nothing to apprehend from her relentment on 
the forfeit of his promife to her, nor could expect 
any thing to gratify his ofientationfrom her good 
will, had he fulfilled it : fo that one may eafily in- 
fer, that all his fine qualities were fuperficial, mere 
fbew, and ftudied artifice ; and that he had really 
neither honour, gratitude, good-nature, nor even 
common honefty, or integrity ; in fine, though 

he 
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he was a perfect matter of good breeding) he wa* 
utterly void of all good manners. 

That true benevolence and fweetnefs of dif- 
pofition which we call good manners, is, without 
all doubt, the firft and bell of virtues, becaufe all 
the others are, in effect, no more than mere con- 
fequences which necefTarily attend upon it. None 
who are pofTefTed of it are capable of doing a pre- 
meditated bad action : — I fay premeditated, becaufe 
the faults of inadvertency are liable to us all, and 
will not only be repented of, but repair'd when 
confideration refumes its place. 

But as amiable as hofpitality, liberality, and 
charity are, in relieving fuch diftrefTes as are in our 
power, yet they are all but exterior branches of 
that fublime tree, which, like Jacob's ladder, has 
its foot on earth, and its top above the fkies ; and 
however beneficial they may be to mankind, are 
yet infinitely fhort of that innate foftnefs and fweet- 
nefs, which not only difFufes a divine energy to the 
whole,, but has peculiar fruits of its own. 

It is that interior complaifance I mean, which- 
will not fufFer us either to be angry with, or to 
defpife thofe whofe opinion may happen to be dif- 
ferent from our own, whether it be in religion, 
politics, or any other thing.. 

Those fatal difFcnfions among the learned 
world, have been of fad difTervice to religion in 
general. — The efTential has been but too much 
loft in the ceremonial part of it. Weak minds 
have been led aftray, and divided in their faith, (o 
as not to know what they ought to obferve ; and 
the more fullen and morofe are too apt to condemn 
all parties-, as they condemn one another, to the 
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almoft total fubverfion of that reverence which 
ought to be paid, not only to religion itfelf, but 
alfo to its teachers, of what feci: foever ; for as 
they doubtlefs all think themfelves in the right, 
aird mean well, they fhould be ufed well : yet 5 as 
1 have obferved, and Hudibras fay?, 

" That obftinacy's ne'er fo ft iff, 
<c As when 'tis in a wrong belief." 
I must confefs it has often been a matter of the 
greateft aftonifhment to me, to fee many gentle- 
men, who preach the gofpel of Cirri ft,, fome of 
whom have large capacities, and all of whom, 
it muft be fuppofed, are perfectly aca^ainted with 
the writings of the apoftles, bthave fo manifeftly 
contradictory to both. The firfty methinks r 
(hould inform them, that religion confifts not in 
forms ; ana the other in various places enjoins us. 
to be obedient to the higher powers, when it does 
not interpofe in a-ny fundamental points of faith ; 
which can be underftood no other-wife than mo- 
deftly to conform to that mode of worftiip which. 
is called the eftabliuYd church of the country we 
live in, and the ordinances of that government by 
which we are protected. 

The great apoftle of the gentile world, in his 
firft epiftle to the Corinthians, blames all thofe, 
who make unneceflary diftinclions ; thefe are his 
words : 

cc Every one of you fays, I am of Paul, and: 
u I of Apollos, and I of Cephas,, and I 0^ Chrift. 

" As if, purfues he, in the next verfe, Chrift 
" were divided/' 

We are not, however, to lay any (tumbling- 
blocks in the way of our we?k brethren ', much- 

left. 
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lefs to judge of them with feverity, but rather to 
endeavour bringing them to an union with us, by 
all manner of tendemefs and good ufage. 

All who profefs Chriftianity, much more the 
teachers off it, fhould rather go about to perfuade 
than enforce the tenets they would recommend. 
Indeed, as the admirable author of the foregoing 
letter juftly fays, all religion that is from the heart, 
inspires us with an adequate (hare of foftnefs and 
complaifance. I like Mr. Dryden's thought on 
this fubjecl extremely ; 

" Lightnings and thunders, HeavVs artillery, 
" As harbingers before th' Almighty fly : 
" Thofe but proclaim his ftile, and difappear; 
" The ftiller found fucceeds, and God is there." 

I am of opinion that many might be won over 
by lenity, who are inflexible to the ftrongeft ar- 
guments, when deliver'd in an authoritative way; 
but I am glad to find, that, by all the obfervations 
which my Speclatorial capacity enables me to 
make, the clergy of the church of England are 
infinitely lefs auitere, than thofe of the feels which 
take, as it feems to me, indeed a kind of pride in 
diffenting from them. 

Would fome learned pen take this matter in 
hand, 2nd fet the beauty of good manners, and 
their natural and neceffary connection with reli- 
gion, in a clear light, 1 am fatisfled we fhould fee 
a much greater unanimity among the profeflbrs of 
it, than unhappily at prefent fubfifts. 

Examples are certainly of great weight, and 
one can fcarce dip into any hiftory without find- 
ing fome perfon equally eminent for his piety and 
good manners. The Bible affords fo many beau- 
tiful 
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tiful contrails between the churl and the humane, 
wherein the former is diftinguifhed by the Son of 
Belial, which is the devil, and the latter is ho- 
noured with the title of Beloved of Heaven, Child 
of God, and fuch like glorious epithets, as will 
make any attentive reader dread and deteft the 
character of the one, and, I fhould think, endea- 
vour to imitate the practice of the other. 

I hope Mr. S. S. S. is miftaken in imagining 
that any of thofe who account themfelves of the 
polite world, how thoughtlefs and inconsiderate 
foe ver they may feem, are yet fo ignorant as to 
neglect either the Old or New Teftament, becaufe 
they look upon them as old-fafhioned ; for it mud 
be, and is~ acknowledged even by thofe who leaft 
obey the precepts contained in them, that for 
ftrength and dignity of fentiment, as well as ele- 
gance of ftile, they infinitely exceed all other 
writings whatever. 

The greateft and the beft of poets have aimed 
to copy after thofe facred writings ; and the nearer 
they have approach'd to their fublimity, the mo/e 
they have been allowed to excel. 

ISAIAH, Ezekiel, and feveral others of the 
prophets, have in them fentiments altogether mag^- 
nificent, and though wrote fo many ages fince, are 
exprefs'd in a manner which it is not eafy to find 
many moderns that can equal. 

The lamentation of the royal pfalmift over 
Saul and Jonathan is, methinks, extremely touch- 
ing and elegant, as it is recorded in the fecond 
book of Samuel. 

" How are the mighty falfenl Tell it not in 

. « Gath, 
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" Gath, publifh it not in the ftreets of Aflcalon, 
" left the daughters of the Pbiiiftines rejoice, left 
" the daughters of the uncircumcifed triumph. 

" Ye mountains of Gilboa, let there be no dew, 
«< neither let there be rain upon you, nor fields of 
" offerings ; for there the fhield of the mighty is 
" vilely caft away, the fhield of Saul, as tho' he 
" had not been anointed with oil. 

" SAUL and Jonathan were lovely -and plea- 
cc fant in their lives, and in their deaths they were 
" not divided: they were fwifter than eagles, they 
" were ftronger than lions. " 

But this is but one among ten thoufand ; and 
to mention any particular paflages, is a kind of 
injury to thofe of equal value paded over in filence. 
It is fcarce poflible to open the Bible in any part 
of it, without meeting with fomething which de- 
mands our attention, and obliges even thofe who 
give leaft faith to the fads contained in it, to ac- 
knowledge that in the fubiimity of images, it in- 
finitely furpafles all that ever were wrote. 

Many there are, however, who tho* charmed 
with the defcriptions they find in thefe infpired 
writings, give too little heed to thofe illuftrious 
examples of virtue, recorded for our imitation. 
Such a treatife, therefore, as the worthy Mr. 
S. S. S. mentions, would very much become the 
pen, either of a clergyman or any other well-wifher 
to the reformation of manners. And I am certain, 
by the fpecimen he has been (o good to give us, 
not only of his benevolent difpofuion, but alfo of 
his abilities, he need go no farther than himfelf, 
to have what tee profefies a defire of, accomplished 
in a manner wherein edification and delightful en- 
tertainment 
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tertainment would be (o blended, as to render it 
an impoffibility to divide them, and every reader 
be compelled to grow wifer and better without in- 
tending or ieeking to be fo. 

Such a book would be of infinitely greater 
benefit to the world than a whole fhelf full offer- 
mons. People of this age naturally fly whatever 
has the air of rule or maxim. Precept appears 
too ftiff and formal, when clad in her own garb, 
but when ornamented with the gay robe of pleafure, 
all will be ready to embrace .her. 

If ftatues, medals, monuments, and other pub- 
lic teftimonies of gratitude, be allowed to thofe 
who by their courage defend us in the field, or by 
their wifdom in the cabinet protect us ; furely 
they muft be the due of him who rectifies our 
manners, and purifies our mind, which alone can 
give us a true relifh for any bleflings we receive^ 
and I know not if all the acknowledgments we 
could make to fuch a one, would be equal to the 
obligation. 

In the mind is the true feat of happinefs, as the 
admirable Milton fays, 

€i The mind is its own place, and in itfelf 

cc Can make a heaven of he'll, a hell of heaven. 

What then does he who fills it with ideas ca- 
pable and worthy of felicity merit from our hands ! 
The Almighty himfelf, who bellows on us the 
diftinguifhing faculty, can only challenge more. 

But I fear I have faid too much on this -•fub- 
jecl:, unlefs I were able to fay more to the purpofe. 
The theme, I muft confefs, tranfported me, and 
zeal is not always accompanied with difcretion. 
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I flatter myfelf, notwithftanding, that I fhall 
eafily find excufe from thofe I moil: defire it, and 
as for the others, fhaU endeavour to make what 
atonement is in my power. 

To which end I now prefent them with a let- 
ter which was left for us at our pubrifher's by a 
footman, the richnefs of whofe livery fpoke him 
belonging to fome great perfon. I only premife 
this for the fake of fuch as are bigots to grandeur : 
I am very well convinced the Female Specta- 
tor has readers that wilJ judge of things by their 
juft weight and meafure, not by the exterior ap- 
pearance of the donor. 

But I will not delay the curiofity thefe words 
may peihaps have raifed ; take the epiftle there- 
fore exactly as it came to hand. 

To the Authors of the monthly pamphlet, entitled, 
The Ffmale Spectator. 

" Ladies, 

C( IF fuch you are, for you mud know I very 
* c much quePcion whether you are of the feminine 
*< gender or not, by your growing weary of doing 
«« good, I (hould imagine you were fc; but then 
«< being weary of popular admiration, almoft af- 
< c fures me you cannot be of a fex, whofe whole 
" delight it is. For God's lake what do you mean, 
" by intending to throw away your pen, jull at the 
< c time its reputation is eftablifhed ; and when not 
" only myfelf, but a great many others had re- 
< c folved to fend you fomething to employ it ? I 
" am very certain you have not yet gone through. 
" half the topics that have a claim to your atten- 
*< tion, and I muft tell you 3 have been expected 
** from you. 

Vol. IV. N « It 
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44 It mull be owned you have given the ladies 
c< - a great many fine leflbns for their conduct in 
&< - life, which, if they attend to, will certainly 
« 4 make both themfelves and hufbands perfectly 
cc happy i but I do not peiceive you have yet ever 
c< - faid one word concerning a very reigning foible 
4t among them : I give it no worfe a name, out 
4k of mere complaifance, for in efFecl it includes all 
kC that is cruel, unuft, ungenerous, and bafe :— 
4C What I mean is that enormous vanity of attraft- 
4i ing as great a number of lovers as pofTible, and 
*•' giving an equal fhare of encouragement to all, 
44 keeping all in hopes tho' there can be but one, 
44 and it very often happens, not that one (he ever 
44 defigns to make happy. 

< 4 This I fpeakof my own experience, having 
44 made my court to three ladies fucceifively, who 
44 all raifed my expectations to the higheft pitch of 
< c flattering love, then plunged me at once into 
< c the gulf of defpair; fo that rai I felt but half 
44 the paffion I pretended for any one of them, I 
44 fnould certainly have made my quietus either by 
< c the help of my garter, or a leaden pill. But 
*< thank Heaven the flame was not fo violent as to 
c4 fcorch up my reafon : I Oil) retained a furlicient 
44 (hare to turn the difappointment they intended 
ct me upon themfelves, by (hewing how little I 
44 was affected by if, and by teftifying neither envy 
44 nor malice againft thofe of my rivals, who hap- 
44 pened to be retained after I was difcharged, or 
44 rather had difcharged my (elf on perceiving the 
44 vanity of the attempt. 

44 All men, however, are not like me in this 
44 point. I know fome that have hearts fo very 
44 fofr and pliant, that the fir ft impreffion finks into 
44 them \o deeply, as to become indelible, and not 

" to 
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cc to be erafed by time, or ill ufage. it is for the 
< c fake of thofe difconfoJate lovers, that I would 
" defire you to fet forth in their proper colour?, 
cc the folly and injuiiice the women are guilty of in 
u fuch a behaviour as I have mentioned. 

<c Besides, in my opinion, your admonitions 
cc cannot warn them from any thing more detri- 
4C mental to their own characters, or which ren- 
" ders them lefs valuable in the eyes of all men of 
" fenfe and underftanding. 

cc Yet, though it may feem a paradox, I have 
cc made a general obfervation, that thofe of the 
cc mod fparkling wit, are the moft notorioufly 
" guilty of this folly ; yet may it be eafily recon- 
<c ciled, if we allow the late witty earl of Rochefter 
46 to be a judge : he tells us, that it requires no 
" ordinary capacity in our fex to make a compleat 
cc coxcomb ; a coquet, therefore, which is a (be- 
<c coxcomb, mud be endued with a good deal of 
<c wit, or (he would not fucceed in her endeavours. 
<< I think the noble lord I mentioned exprefles 
< c himfelf in thefe words : 

cc He was a fool thro' choice, not want of wit. 
cc His foppery, without the help of fenfe, 
<c Could ne'er have riTen to fuch excellence: 
cc Nature's as lame in mending a true fop, 
"ilsa philofopher; the very top 
" And dignity of folly we attain 
<c By fludious fearch, and labour of the brain ; 
" By obfervation, counfel, and deep thought ; 
" God never made a coxcomb worth a groat. 
<c We owe that name to induftry and arts : 
" An eminent fool muft be a man of parts. 

cc The various motions of the eyes is an art 
N 2 '« which 
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4< which every woman is not verfed in : to know 
" how to turn, to roll them into the languifhing, 
" the inviting, or the auttere, and guide every 
gi glance, not according to the dictates of the 
* ;i heart, but according as it contributes to riveting 
" more fa ft the chains of the poor puppy of a lover, 
tc I muft own cannot be put in practice, but by 
* s ladies of a great deal of wit and fpirit. 

6C Such then being moft worthy of the care 
" taken to reform them, the Female Spectator 
" ought not, metbinks, to neglect fome little pains 
" for that purpofe. 

" I know very well that thofe who pretend to 
cc the moft honour and modefty, are not afhamed 
" of being thought coquets, and only l.-iugh at any 
" remonftrances made them on that head ; they 
<< think that youth licenfes all manner of affecla- 
" tions, and it is well if they continue it not in 
« age, 

" For my part, tho' I will not argue as fome 
<c do, that your lex was created merely for the 
" pleafure and convenience of man, yet I may 
"certainly, without "giving ofTence to any, afk 
cc whence it is that they derive the privileges of 
" impofing upon, and deceiving us with impunity. 

" If one of us is detected in making his addrefTes 
" to two perfons at the fame time, he ts prefently 
" called a perfidious villain, a monfter, a bafe be- 
" trayer, and every other reproachful epithet that 
" language can fupply ; while the vain fluttering 
'" (he, who perhaps has rendered twenty unhappy 
" by her delufions, {hall glory in the mifchiefs ihe 
" has caufed, and triumph in propoition to the 
<• number of wretches (lie has made. 

" As 
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" As you cannot be infenfible of the juftice of 
6C this charge, I flatter myfelf you will fo far wit- 
" nefs it, as to ufe your utmoft endeavour for (he 
*' fupprefiion of this fafhionable evil. Some may 
* c perhaps blufh at a reproof from one of their own 
" fex, who would laugh at all the complaints of 
" ours. Incorrigible as they are look/d upon in 
* c this point, the difcretion of feme, and the good 
" nature of others, may poflibly be roufed by your 
"judicious and pathetic remonftrances : it is 
4t worth making the trial at leavT, and tho' you 
" fhould fail of the fuccefs you aim at, the at- 
<c tempt will confer a lading; obligation on our 
" fex in general, and in a particular manner on 
" him who has the honour to fubicribe himfelr, 
*' with the moft perfect regard, 



<c Ladies 



March 17, 1746- " Your ver y humb!e > and 

Berkley-Square. c< mo ft. obedient fervant, 

" Veritatus. 

iC P. S. I bad forgot to acquaint you, ladies, 
" that the firft of my three miftre/Te?, and indeed 
" (he for whom I felt the moil: of what they call 
<c love, hearing I had broke off with the other 
" two, fent a few days fince, defiring me to call 
64 upon her. Complaifance would not fuffer me 
4C to ditobey the fummons : I went, and at my fi« i\ 
cc entrance we both looked a little filly upon one 
'" another. As foon as I was feated, (he told me 
* c the motive of her giving me that trouble was to 
" afk a queftion concerning a family with whom 
tc I was acquainted. The affair (he mentioned was k 
cc not on^y a mere trifle in itfelf, but alfo of a na- 
" ture which (he muft be fenfible I was utterly 
" incapable of refolving ; io that it was eafy to 
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" perceive curiofity was no more than a pretence, 
<c in order to have an opportunity of praclifmg 
<c over again all thofe artifices, which had once 
4C been pretty near captivating me in good eameft j 
< € but I am now grown too much experienced in 
(i the fex, to be caught that way ; and if I ever 
€ < refign my heart, it mull: be only where native 
cc fimplicity is the greateii charm. 

cc I added this only to convince the ladies, 
" that nothing fo much deprives them of that ad- 
" miration they are ambitious of, as taking pains 
" to attract it. 

" Gnce more, good Female Spectator, 
lc believe me as above, 

" Yours, &c. 

Had this gentleman deferred the favour he has 
done us to the publication of our Jaft effay, he 
would have fpared that part of his requeft relating 
to the coquetry of our fex; having fufficiently 
teflified our difapprobation of that indeed too 
reigning foible. 

We cannot but agree with him, that there is 
nothing more truly bafe and unjufr, than encou- 
raging a plurality of lovers ; and as a coquetifh 
humour renders us contemptible in the eyes of all 
men of common fenfe, fo a jilting one, for it can 
be called no other, makes us juftly hateful. 

Both thefe difagreeable propenfities will be 
avoided by a mind devoted to obedience, and 
which, as I have already faid, is determined to 
Jiften to no overtures of love, or marriage, till 
made to her by thofe who have the power of dif- 
pofing of her. 

But 

Hosted by GoOgle 



book 24. SPECTATOR. 295 

But while I fo eafily condemn my own fex 
in this particular, I cannot think the men are to 
be wholly abfolved. If they truly love, and have 
no other aim than honour, wherefore do they not 
afk permiffion, to make their addrefles, of thofe 
perfons, whole confent alone can give a fanclion 
to them ? 

Such a manner of conducl would infallibly 
prevent the evil Veritatus, with fo much reafon, 
complains of; fince no parent, or governor, would 
permit his charge to entertain any man in quality 
of a lover, but who he thought proper to recom- 
mend to her for a hufband. 

Upon the whole, therefore, it feems to me to 
be greatly owing to themfelves, that rivalfhip is k> 
common. Every man has an equal right to make 
his court to the woman he Jilces ; and where none 
are authorifed to do i'o^ and all have an equal 
claim, it is no wonder, if among a multiplicity of 
admirers, her heart may fluctuate fometimes in 
favour of one, and fometimes of another, accord- 
ing as they happen to pleafe the humour the is in. 

Besides, a train of lovers all dying, or pre- 
tending to do fo at our feet, fo feeds the vanity of 
a young girl, that it is a thoufand to one if (he is 
capable of feeling any other pailion ; but when 
thofe to whom fhe is obliged to fubmit, join ia 
prefenting her a heart they think worthy of her,, 
ihewill doubtleis, unlefs a natural antipathy pre- 
vents it, make both him and herfelf happy, in a 
conflant and unproftituted affection y as I remem- 
ber fome where to have read ; 

cc When fix'd to one, love fafe at anchor ride3,. 
ic And dares the fury of the winds and tides ; 

N4 - But 
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u But lofing once that hold, to the wide ocean borne, 
" It drives at will, to ev'ry wave a fcorn. 

Where the lady indeed is entirely her own 
miftrefs, by being a widow, or out of the ftate of 
guardian&ip, and has only her inclinations to con- 
*ulc, a gentleman who is at firft encouraged, and 
afterwards difcarded by her without any reafon 
for it, has a very great caufe to think himfelf ill 
ul^d. Whether this was the cafe of Veritatus, 
with any or all his miftrefles, he has not thought 
fit to explain, fo I cannot fay whether he is ex- 
cufeable or not; but will venture to affirm, that 
whoever makes his addreiTes to a woman not at 
ber own difpofal, without previoufly confulting 
thofe who have the power over her, is guilty of a 
folly which merits the treatment he complains of. 

He is not, however, much prejudiced by the 
di (appointments he has received, as he himfelf ac- 
knowledges, and perhaps his rivals were not more 
fo. Few men, nowa-days, break their hearts for 
love, and it muft be owned the (exes are pretty 
even with one another in this article. If fome 
are influenced by their vani'y, others are by felfifh 
views ; and a true and perfect pafiion on either fide 
is a kind of prodigy, in this laughing, hoydening, 
carelefs age. 

One is almoft tempted to believe, that for fome 
crimes committed by our anceftors, and which, it 
may be, we perfevere in, and inherit, as it were 5 
with their eftates, that Heaven has curs'd us with 
a itupidity, a blockifh fenfeleflhefs, that will not 
permit us to diffinguifh what is for our own ad- 
vantage, nor that of the world we live in. Al! 
feem eager to purfue their interefts, yet all run 
counter to what is trial v (o : and as was faid by 

Mr, 
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Mr. Dryden of his times, but may, much more 
properly, be applied to the prefent, 

* 4 All feek for happinefs, but few can find ; 
<c For far the greater part of men are blind. 

Time and deflru&ion can only open the eyes 
of thofe devoted to their own undoing; but when 
affairs are irretrievable, a late repentance but ag- 
gravates the evil. 

It may be judged, that on the bufinefs of love 
I am too ferious ; but I know nothing more con 
cerns the happinefs of mankind than that by 
which their fpecies is to be propagated, and which 
by being ill conduced, makes all the miferies of 
civil life. 

A man who is difcontented in himfelf, and 
uneafy with thofe at home, is an unfit member of 
fociety elfewhere. He is indeed incapable of 
ierving either his friends or country. He is peevifb* 
perverfe, and takes a pleafure rather in promoting 
difcord, than unity and peace. 

I would not therefore have the men encou- 
rage any thing in the sniftrefs, which they would 
not wifh her to purfue when (he becomes a wife; 
and as much as I am an enemy to vanity in my 
own fex, I am no lefs angry with the ridiculous 
flatteries of the other, which often infpire it, 
where it had no root before, and where it is, che- 
rifh and rear it often to an enormous fize. 

I know very well how harlhly this will found 
in the ears of our fine ladies ; nor will thofe 
gentlemen, who have no other merit to recom- 
mend them, than a few ftudied compliments^ 
N 5 which 
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which ferve for one as well as another, relifh it 
much better ; but it has always been a maxim with 
the Female Spectator, not to (both even the 
fmalleft error, fince often what we moft negle6t 9 
and think a matter of no moment, leads us into 
perplexities, from which we cannot, when we 
would, extricate ourfelves. 

1 am pretty certain of one thing, which is, 
that whatever relentment I may happen to incur, 
it will be very fhort-liv'd ; becaufe thofe who I 
may be happy enough to touch fo far as to. make 
them reflecl what it be ft becomes them to do, 
will eafily forgive the friendly cali that wakes them 
from a fiumber might be fatal to them ; and thofe 
who, refolute ro perfevere, defpife for the prefent 
*,II friendly warnings, I dare anfvver will (cd mif- 
chiefs, which will convince them which of the two, 
their ov. n caprice, or the Female Spectator's 
advice, it moft behoved them to purfue. 

Many of the fubferibers to this undertaking, I 
am told, complain that I have deviated from the 
entertaining method I fet out with at firft ; — that 
iir.ee the fecund or third book I have become more 
ferious ; — that 1 moralize too much, and that I 
£iive Mem too few tales. 

To 1 he greateft part of this accufation I rnuft 

plead guilty ; bur as criminals are allowed to make 
their own defence, I do not doubt but I ihall 
give fuch reafons for my conduct in this point as 
will fufHciently judify me in the opinion of moil 
of my reader-?. In the lirir place, it was necefiary 
to engage the attention of thofe I endeavoured to 
jeform, by giving them fuch things as I knew 
would 1 -eafe the its : tales and little f tones, to which 
cv't-M' Oii't mi:ht Harter themfelves vv'm bene? able 
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to find a key, feem'd to me the moft effectual 
method, and therefore I began that way, and pro- 
ceeded by degrees to more grave admonitions. As 
Taflb fays in, his Godfredo, canto the firft, ftanza 
the third ; 

<c Thither thou knoweft the world is beft inclin'J, 

" Where gay ParnaiTus his fweet (hade imparts ; 
* c And truth convey'd in words of foothing kind, 

* c When read with care, will touch the dull eft 
" hearts ; 
*< So we, if children young difeas'd we find, 

" Anoint with fweets the vefTel's foremoft part?, 
* c To make them tafte the potion (harp we give ; 

" They drink deceived, and fo deceiv'd they live, 

I was obliged to treat them with the tender- 
nefs of a mother, but not like fome mother?, to 
continue my indulgence to their ruin. The ex- 
amples I gave of good and bad behaviour, were not 
merely to divert them, but to inlpire them wiih 
an ambition of imitating the on*.*, and a care to 
avoid the other.. 

For this end it was that I chofe to a flu me the 
name of the Female Spectator, rather than 
that of Monitor, as trunking the latter, by difcover- 
ing too plainly my defign, mighr, in a great meafure, 
have fru (bated it vvim the gzy and unreflecting, 
who are. indeed tbofc for who, 11 this work vvjs 
chiefly intended, as itandmg mofb in need of ic. 

Bad as the times are, I am fully pc^uade^ 
.nay convinced, that cheie are no inconllierable 
number who approve this undertaking, for tae 
vcryrcafon that fome others are difpleated with ic, 
and that federal of thofe laif. nientkm'M, have even 
been the better, and throwiae afide their vannv 
and aftedtation, have clrclled the.nfelvcs in ; v c 
N. \.;U. 
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glafs of nature, and become that amiable charac- 
ter which Sir William Davenant defcribes in thefe 
words : 

<c Stranger to courts, but courts could have undone, 
" With modefr looks, and an unfpotted heart; 

" Her nets the moft prepar'd could never {hun ; 
4 < For Nature fpread them in the fpite of Art, 

This, I make no doubt, will ferve as a vindi- 
cation for my having feem'd to fwerve from what 
was miftaken for my firil intention ; and when it 
will I hope appear more gencro^ and public-fpi- 
rited than it had the fh>w of, rather gain iome new 
friends, than creace or exafperate any enemies. 

1 shall however oblige the lovers of amufe- 
ment with one more ftory before I conclude thefe 
lucubrations -, and would have the young ladies 
take particular notice of it, as it is a kind of per- 
ipective which /hews the pride of blooming years 
and beauty in (o frrong a light, as will make 
every one endeavour to vanquilh it as much as poi"- 
fible in themfelves. 

ARIANA was the daughter of a dignified 
clergyman, was perfectly agreeable in her perfon, 
and had a good (hare of wit. All this {he, to 
her s;reat misfortune, knew but too well, fince 
her vanity ro(c to fuch a height as to obfcure every 
good quality (lie had received from nature or 
education. 

She looked upon herfelf as a little goddefs, and 
imagined (he was formed for univerfai adoration. 
Whoever did not flatter her beauty (be hated, 
und defpifed all thofe that did. Neither birth, 
wealth, nor any kind of merit had the leafl in- 
fluence over her, She thought no man capable 

of 
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of deferving her, and though every new lover fhe 
attracted, gave her an exquifite pleafure, (he felt 
yet more in ufing him ill. 

Her father happened to marry when he was 
of a very advanced age, was almoft fuperannuated 
when Ariana began to be taken notice of, and 
her mother was weak enough to humour her in all 
her affectations and vanities, which indeed fhe had 
no fmall {hare of herfelf. Both of them only 
laughed at the old gentleman's admonitions, and 
would frequently compel him to go to bed, while 
they went together to court on a ball-night, to a 
mafquerade, or fome other party of pleafure, 
whence fometimes they returned not till morn- 
ing. 

I was very intimate with Ariana, and fhe 
profefled a more than ordinary regard for me, yet 
could I never prevail with her to be ferious, or to 
enter into any improving converfation. All her 
difcourfe was on her lovers, and I never faw her 
in a compofed humour but once, nor could that 
indeed be juftly called fo, but rather a fit of the 
fpleen, and happened on an occafion, which all 
my readers, that are not fuch as fhe was, muft 
think pretty extraordinary. 

She told me, that having been in a difpofition 
to make trial of the paffion of Dorimant, one of 
her admirers, (he had bad him never fee her more, 
on which he had vowed not to outlive fo cruel a 
fentence, and fhe expected no lefs than to have 
heard the next day that he had poifoned, (hot, or 
llabbed himfelf ; but inftead of doing any of thefe, 
(he had juft then met him in the Mall with two 
or three of his companions, and a countenance 
as gay and ferene as ever. 

This 
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This was a mortification foe could not fupport 
with patience, and foe confelTed to me, that for a 
long time foe had wifoed to have a man die for hen 
" What avails it," cried foe, " that a thoufand of 
ct them tell me they cannot live without me; the 
" real death of one of them would more eftablifti 
" my reputation than all the fine fpeeches they can 
" make," 

Another time I happened to be with her when 
fhe was dreffing in a new fuit of very rich, and, I 
muftown, well fancied cloaths ; after having afked 
my opinion over and over, concerning the colour, 
the making, trimming, and every particular, foe 
ftarted up on a fudden, and fwam round the room, 
as if leading up a courant ; then turned to the look- 
ing glafs, and fpreading her petticoats, repeated^ 
in a kind of rapture, thefe lines from an old poet : 

" With what an air foe fpreads her fplendid train, 
" And fwept the youths along the green. 

"Ah, my dear," added foe to me, ' 6 it is not drefs 
" alone that captivates ; it is the air of the perfon. 
* c that does all. Now 60 you think any bodv cKq 
*' would look fo well as I do in thefe cloaths?" 

I had often rallied her on this extravagant 
felf-conceit, but without any effect; and beiides 
v/as not at that time in a humour to do ir, fo 
only told her, as 1 v/as not a man, my opinion 
of the matter was of no great confequence; on 
which foe burft into a loud laughter, and cried, 
ii That is true indeed ! 

It would be endlefs to recount half the imper- 
tinencies I have heard from the mouth of this poor 
girl; yet all I was witnds of, was infinitely fhort 
of what I have been told by others. She was, 

it 
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it is certain, a very prodigy of vanity, and, with- 
out being a fool, was thoughtlefs, giddy and 
unmeaning. 

Often has it thrown me into the moft melan- 
choly reflexions, to fee a young creature, who 
really wanted no one requifite to be perfectly agree- 
able, taking pains to render herfelf fo much the 
contrary by her affectation, wafting all thofe pre- 
cious hours in admiring her face and (hape in a 
looking-glafs, which ought to have been employed 
either in working, mufic, painting, or reading 
fome improving books, and perverting that ca- 
pacity nature had formed for the moft ufeful flu- 
dies, into thofe beneath the dignity of a reafonable 
being of what fcx foever. 

But I will not detain the attention of my rea- 
ders with a too tedious defcription of this fine lady; 
let any one only remember whatever various fol- 
lies the whole fex has difcovered, and then fay to 
himfelf, they were all colle&ed in Ariana. 

Though the number of thofe who pretended 
a paftion for her, exceeded perhaps what any wo- 
man in the world could boaft of, yet not one of 
them ever gratified her pride fo much as to lay 
violent hands on himfelf on her ill-treatment, or 
even to come to the point of marriage on her 
more favourable behaviour to him; and from four- 
teen to near four-and-twenty, (he continued the 
general toaft, without being the object of any par- 
ticular attachment. 

But now began the fad reverfe of her condi- 
tion. Her father died, and that income which 
had fupported her mother and herfelf in the greateft 
extravagancies of drefs, and the pleafures of ihe 
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town, being dead with him, they foon experienced 
thofe wants they had never known to pity in 
others. 

Still inconfiderate however, and as thought- 
lefs as ever, they went on in the fame wild way 
they had done, purchafing, and lavifhing money 
on things they had no occafion for, till what 
little ftock the old doctor had left behind him, 
being quite exhaufted in trifles, they were obliged 
to make away with their jewels firft, then plate 
and houfliold furniture, and at laft their very 
wearing apparel for the common neceflaries of 
life. 

As their conduct had never gained them any 
refpect from people of understanding, fo their ca- 
lamities excited but little companion. — The 
greateft part of thofe with whom they had been 
moft intimate, took all imaginable care to avoid 
them, neither vifiting, nor admitting any vifits 
from them, and yet a far greater number treated 
them with contempt. All Ariana's lovers forfook 
her, and fhe had now fufficierrt leifure to make 
thofe reflections, which had fhe done before, fhe 
might perhaps have been happily married, it is 
certain at leaft not have fallen into thofe misfor- 
tunes fhe was now involved in. 

A worthy prelate at laft being informed of 
the old lady's diftrefs, allowed herafmall penfion 
for life, on which fhe and her daughter fubfifted, 
though in a very mean way ; but on her death, 
which happened in lefs than a year, Ariana was 
left wholly deftitute. The bifhop defrayed the 
charges of the funeral, but withdrew his pittance, 
telling this poor unhappy creature, that as fhe had 
youth and healthy it would better become her to 
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get her bread by fervice, than fo live a lazy life 
by charity. 

Doubtless this Teemed at fir ft a very hard 
fentence to one accuftomed only to command and 
be obeyed; but (he took his advice, and went 
Toon after to wait on a lady, who, like too many 
others, ufed her the worfe for being well born ; 
tho' the excufe flie made for her harftinefs was, 
that knowing in what manner Ariana had lived, 
it was necefTary to keep her under, fince too great 
encouragement might make her forget the duties 
of her prefent ftation, and relapfe into her former 
follies ; as if fervitude was not a fufficient mor- 
tification, without the addition of ill-treatment ; 
but I am forry to have obferved, that there are 
fome who take a kind of pride in the affliction 
and depreilions of fuch who have been once their 
equals. 

ARIANA was now looked upon to be grown 
as abject in her notions, as (he had before been 
elated, and fubmitted to every thing with a pa* 
tience, which, fome imagined, came pretty near 
ftupidity ; but I am of a different way of thinking, 
and call it reafon and refignation to the Divine 
Will. Not her own choice, but an accident that 
happened in the family, feparated her from this 
fir ft miftrefs, but (he found not much more in- 
dulgence from the fecond {he lived with; and her 
condition was extremely to be pitied, till Provi- 
dence having, by its chaftifements, brought her 
to a due fenfe of her former mifconducl:, thought 
fit to put an end to the hardfhips fhe had for more 
than eight years fuitained, and caft her lot among 
thofe who treated her with as much kindnefs as 
the others had done with feventy. 
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A person who had been witnefs of fome part 
of her Sufferings took pity on her, and recom- 
mended her to the fervice of a widow lady, who, 
among her other excellent qualities, has that of 
taking a pleafure in the happinefs of all about her : 
With her this new reformed coquet flill lives, and 
is likely to do fo till the death of one of them en- 
forces a feparation. Thole few who are not too 
haughty to fee Ariana in this reduced itate, will 
own that her converfation is now infinitely more 
worthy efleem, than when fhe (hone in jewels 
and all the pomp of drefs, and was the belle of 
the town. 

The facred writings tell us, that it is good to 
be afflicted ; but happy are thofe, who by well 
bearing their calamities, convert them into blef- 
fings. Ariana, by throwing off all her former 
vanities, and retaining no pride but that of re- 
serving her chaitity and integrity amidil many 
temptations, proved, more clearly than ever it 
could have been in her power to have done with- 
out this change in her condition, that fhe had not 
only an excellent underftanding, but alfo that the 
feeds of virtue and religion were thick fown in 
her foul, though both had fo long been obfcured, 
and laid dormant as it were, oppreffed by flattered 
follies and the prevalence of ill example, from 
her who ought to have fet only the bed before her 
eyes. 

The motives which induced me to give this 
little narrative, were various. I could not take 
leave without an attempt to (hew the ladies how 
ridiculous all kinds of vanity and affectation make 
them appear, and that even thofe who moft flatter 
their foibles, are often the fir ft who expofe and 
condemn them.. I had alio a view of hinting to 
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carelefs parents, the juft cenfure they incur, by 
not cultivating, as it is their duty to do, the ge- 
nius they find in their children ; and laftly, to give 
an inftance of the beautifulnefs of patiently fub- 
mitting to thofe punifhments our errors have juftly 
drawn upon us. 

I dare anfwer Ariana finds a great deal of 
comfort in having acted as fhe has done fince her 
misfortunes, and that nothing but mifery in excefs 
could poflibly have attended a perfeverance in that 
impatience of temper fhe once foolifhly teftified, 
in the difappointment of not finding a man weak 
and wicked enough to lay violent hands on his own 
life on her account. 

I am told fhe has now not only religion enough 
to make her fincerely penitent for having lavifhed 
away fo much of the prime of life, in a behaviour 
fcarce confident with Chriftianity, and yet more 
blameable in a daughter of one of the paftors of 
the church, but alfo philofophy enough to relate 
and make a jell: of thofe follies in herfelf, which 
were lefs worthy of condemnation. 

When any one feems to condole her misfor- 
tunes, ihe always flops their mouths with alluring 
them fhe is perfectly eafy, and as fhe ever was a 
great lover of poetry, frequently repeats to them 
thefe lines, I think they are out of Sir Richard 
Blackmore : 

cc Content alone can all our wants redrefs, 
cc Content, that other name for happinefs* 
" 'Tis equal if our fortunes fliould augment, 
<c And ftretch themfelves to the fame vaft extent 
" With our defires; or thofe defires abate, 
<c Shrink,and contrail themfelves to fit our ftate." 
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Or thofe more elegant ones, from Dryden's 
tragedy of the Indian Emperor : 

* c We to ourfelves may all our wifhes grant ; 
" And nothing coveting can nothing want/' 

I could wifh mankind in general would fet 
this as a leflbn to themfelves, it would in a great 
meafure prevent the growth of all thofe vices which 
are pernicious to fociety, and create fo much dif- 
turbance to the breaft that harbours them. 

Content is the offspring of reafon and reli- 
gion, and the parent of all the virtues. No wicked 
man can ever be pofTelTed of it, and no man can 
po/Iibly be good, who is an entire ftranger to it. 

The ferene and perfect pleafures this charming 
quality affords, are fo obvious, that methinks no- 
thing is more amazing, than that any one fhould 
quit them for uncertain wild purfuits, which, if 
obtained, often prove the greateft curfe could be 
inflicted on us. As the poet truly fays : 

" Ah ! what is man when his own wifh prevails ! 
<c How raft, how fwift to plunge himfelf in ill ! 
44 Proud of his power, and boundiefsin his will I 
" With tyrant paffions preying in his breaft : 
" Still craving, ftill defiring, ne'er at reft. 
" God gives us whathe knows our wants require, 
" And better things than thofe which we defire. 
" Some aim at riches, riches they obtain, 
44 But watch'd byrobbers, for their wealth are (lain. 
" Some pray from exile to return, and come 
4t From climes more generous, to fall at home ; 
<c Murder'd by thofe they trufted with their life, 
44 A favour'd fervant, or a bofom wife. 
44 Such dear-bought bleflings happen every day, 
<4 JBecaufe we know not for what things we pray-" 

But 
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But I am very fenfible that few are capable of 
taking this advice ; there is a reftlefs appetite in 
moftofus, which will not permit us to enjoy the 
good things we polTefs, through an impatience of 
acquiring others, which to us feem better. 

Yet what we can, we ought to do : it is in 
every one's power to ufe their beft endeavours 
to reft fatisfied with the lot afiigned them, fince 
all our ftruggles againft fate are vain, and ferve 
only to render our condition worfe than it would 
otherwife be, never to make a change in it fur 
the better. 

Those who, like Ariana, have by their own 
*ll-conducl: brought on themfelves the misfortunes 
they complain of, may indeed be allowed to look 
back with Come remorfe on the miftakes they have 
been guilty of; but then they fhould not repine, 
or be fullen, or peevifh, under the punifhments 
they have juftly incurred, but thank Heaven that 
they are no worfe. 

But thofe who happily, on the clofeft retro- 
fpecl a cannot tax themfeves with any grofs error; 
and either through mere cafualties, or unprovoked 
ill-treatment from the world, fall into a dcpreffed 
and low ftate of life, have great reafon to comfort 
themfelves with an afTured hope of being relieved 
from it ; that is, if they do not, by their own im- 
patience of temper, avert the good which Divine 
Providence intends them. 

Nothing certainly can be more oppofite to 
reafon, than to add frefh weight to the load we 
feel, and weakening ourfelves by fruitless ftruggles 
under it* fince whatever is, muft be. So juft are 
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the poet's words, that I cannot forbear quoting 
them on this occafion. 

<{ The powV that minifters to God decrees, 
" And executes on earth what he fbrefees ; 
" CalTd providence, or chance, or fatal fway, 
" Comes with refiftlefs force, and finds, and 

makes its way. 
<c Nor kings, nor nations, nor united pow'r, 
cc One moment can retard th' appointed hour: 
ci For fure whate'er we mortals hate, or love, 
" Or hope, or fear, depend on pow'rs above. 

There is no one virtue that more demon- 
flrates a truly noble foul than fortitude. It is, 
indeed, the utmoft dignity of human nature, and 
brings it very near angelic. 

On the other hand, there is nothing fo much 
betrays a mean mind and weak capacity, as to 
repine and fret ourfelves at every little event that 
may happen to crofs our inclinations, or expecta- 
tions. 

The one commands the refpect of all who 
know us; — the other expofes us to their con- 
tempt: — the one lets us above ill fortune ; — the 
other renders us unworthy of good. 

I know very well that this is a maxim much 
eafier recommended to others than put in practice 
by ourfelves ; yet as there have been inftances of 
perfons who labouring under the moft fevere ca- 
lamities, have brought themfelves to fuch an even- 
nefs and fteadinefs of temper, as not to difcover 
any deje£Hon, every one ought to exert their ut- 
moft refolution to imitate the model. 

Monsieur 
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Monsieur the Abbe de Bellegarde fays, that 
in fcorning to do a bafe action, and in being 
above (hewing ourfelves moved at thofe done to 
us, confifts the only laudable pride of a reafonable 
being. 

That great author himfelf met with many 
things which would have fhocked any man of 
lefs philofophy. He was ill-treated by his father, 
who gave away, to a Ton he had by a fecond mar- 
riage, that patrimony the Abbe was born to inhe- 
rit. He was coolly look'd upon by a prince whom 
he loved, and from his youth had ferved with the 
greateit. fidelity, and was moil; cruelly deceived by 
one he took to be his bofom friend, to the ruin of 
almoft all his little fortune \ yet monfieur -de Pont, 
who wrote his life, tells us, that he was never 
feen with a clouded brow, nor heard to complain 
of the injuftice he fuftained ; and it is for thus 
greatly bearing his misfortunes, that he beftows 
higher encomiums on him than for all his other 
virtues, and a ftock of wit and learning which 
very few men of his time could equal, and, if we 
may depend on character, none be laid to excel. 

Who would not therefore endeavour to attain 
that happy compofednefs of mind, which renders 
us fo eafy within ourfelves, fo much endears us 
to our friends, and makes our enemies afhamed of 
being fo ? 

It is a very great reflection, and, lam forry to 
fay, too juft a one, upon the Englifh nation, that 
we have more Suicides among us in a year, than 
in any other place in an age. Whence can this 
unnatural crime proceed, but from giving way to 
a difcontent which preys like a vulture upon our 
very vitals on every accident that difpleafes us, 
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fills us with black and difmal thoughts, and at 
length precipitates us into the utmoft defpair ! 

Like all other ill habits this muft be fuppreffed 
in the beginning, or it will grow too mighty for 
controul, if in the leaft indulged. To that end 
we fhould never put the worft colours on things, 
but rather deceive ourfelves with imagining them 
better than they are. 

Of this I am perfectly convinced, both by ob- 
fervation and experience, that an eafy and un- 
ruffled mind contributes very much to the pre- 
venting many ill accidents, and to extricate us 
out of thofe difficulties we are often involved in. 
Whereas a perfon of a fretful and difcontented 
difpofition is bewilder'd, as it were, amidft his 
troubles: his thoughts are in a maze, and reafon 
has no power to point him out the path he ought 
to take for his redrefs. 

Besides, as I have already hinted, every dif- 
appointment is not a real misfortune, tho', blinded 
by our paffions we may think it fo. I know 
a gentleman, who, by the ftrangeft accidents in 
the world, was twice prevented from going a 
voyage, which bad the profpecl: of great advantage 
to him: he thought himfeif the moft unhappy 
man that ever was, and could not help complain- 
ing, in all companies, how averfe fortune was to 
his defires ; but in a fhort time after, news arriv'd 
that both thofe fhips, in which he had intended 
to embark, were loft, and every foul on board 
them had perifhed in the waves. This compelled 
him to acknowledge himfeif happy in the imagi- 
nary difappointment, and blefs the goodnefs of 
that Divine Power, he had fo lately, under the 
name of fortune, accufed of cruelty. 

Another, 
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Another, who was paflionately in love with 
a very beautiful young lady, behaved himfelf in 
the moft extravagant manner on his rival's being 
preferred by her father. — All his acquaintance 
trembled, left fome acl: of delperation fh'ould ert- 
fue ; and, it is much to be feared, they would not 
have been miftaken, if in two or three days after 
the l'ofs of all his hopes on her account, he had 
Hot providentially difcovered (he had been made 
a mother two years before, by one of the helpers 
in the liable. 

A lady of my acquaintance, who was brought 
Hear the brink of diftraftion for the death of a 
hufband, to whom me had been married but two 
months, and tenderly loved, foon found a con fo- 
liation for her lofs, on the difcovery that he had 
been an impoftor ; had not an acre of land in the 
World, though he pretended himfelf in pofieflion 
of a large eft-ate ; and- what was yet worfe, that he 
had been contracted to a woman, who was about 
to fue him for half the fortune he had received with 
her ; and that if he had lived but a very little time 
longer, fhe muft have been inevitably ruined. 

The leaft obfervation may convince us in daily 
inftances, that what we moft defire, is in reality 
our greateft happinefs to mifs ; but though all fee 
and confe/s it in the affairs of others, few can be 
perfuaded it is fo in their own, till time and acci- 
dents open the eyes of reafon. 

Blind to our own good, as to our faults, we 
hurry on precipitately to whatever phantom fancy 
fets before us, — adore it as a deity* — facrifice 
*>ur all to it, and pufti from us with vehemence 
and contempt, the friendly hand that aims to pull 
us back, though by Heaven itfelf directed. 

Vol. IV. O I am 
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I am not infenfible that to be of a difpofitioa 
not over-anxious nor eager in the purfuit of any 
thing, is looked upon to favour too much ©f the 
ftoic, and by fome is accounted even dullnefs, ftu- 
pidicy, and fluggifhnefs of nature. It may indeed 
betray a want of that vivacity which is fo pleafing 
in conversation, and renders the perfon who pof- 
feffes it, more taken notice of than otherwife he 
might be; but then if thofe, who argue in this 
manner, would give themfelves the trouble to re- 
flect how dear fometimes people pay for exerting 
that vivacity, or rather, as the French term it, a 
hrufqm behaviour, none would wifh to exchange 
the iolid, ferious, and unmoved temper for it. 

I am always extremely concerned, when I fee 
people place their whole happinefs in the attain- 
ment of any one aim — I fcarce ever knew it to 
fucceed without being productive of great mif- 
chiefs, — We are fo little capable of judging for 
ourlelves, that when the Almighty, offended with 
our prefumption, gives his fiat to our wiflies, they 
feldom come uncharged with ills, which we then 
pray as earneftly, and with much more reafon, to 
be delivered from. 

Upon the whole, therefore, we ought to look on 
all the little calamities of life as things unworthy 
of wholly ingro/fing our immortal parts. — Virtue 
and wifdom are the two only purfuits where ardency 
is reconciled with reafon : for the acquiring thefe, 
we cannot indeed be too eager ; all the zeal, all 
the warmth we teftify for them is laudable ; the 
more we are poffefled of them, the lefs we fhall 
feel of any other wants : befides, we have this re* 
fle&ion to encourage our endeavours, that who- 
ever is happy enough to arrive at any degree of 
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perfection in the one, cannot fail of being, in a 
great meafure, poffefTed of the other alfo. 

Our inimitable Shakefpear, who of all the dra- 
matic writers, in my opinion, feems to take mod 
pains to inculcate thofe ideas which alone can 
make us truly happy, advifes us to remember, 

'*' Our live?, are (hort, but to extend that fpan 
* ; To vaft eternity, is Virtue's work." 

But now it is time to quit the Spe£btorial 
function, and thank the public for the extraordi-> 
nary encouragement thefe lucubrations have re- 
ceived. To thofe who have favoured us with their 
correfpondence, and who exprefs a defire of having 
the work continued yet a longer time, our grati- 
tude is particularly due: tho 5 on a consultation of 
our members, it is judged more for the advantage 
of our reputation to break off while we are in the 
good graces of the town, than become tedious 
10 any part of it. 

As we have more than once exprefs'd our in- 
tention of concluding with this Book, the authors 
of. feveral ingenious letters, which came too h:e 
to be inferted, will not, we hope, think them- 
felves neglected ; fince, as the number of our cor- 
refpondents has every day greatly multiplied, it is 
likely the Female Spectator might be pro- 
long'd till we ceafe to be, if a Fiius to the under- 
taking were not to be put, till either matter fail til 
us to write upon, or kind ailillance toil failed from, 
other hands. 

But though we think convenient to drop {he 

fliape we have worn thefe two years, we have a 

kind of hunkering inclination to 2 flume another 
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in a fhort time ; and if we do fo> notice fhall be 
given of it in the public papers, flattering ourfelves, 
that thofe'who have teftified their approbation of 
the Female Spectator, either by their fubfcrip- 
tions or correfpondence, will not withdraw their 
favour from the authors, in whatever character 
they £hall next appear. 

Close as we endeavoured to keep the myftery 
of our iirtie cabal, fome gentlemen have at laft 
found means to make a full difcovery of it. They 
will needs have us take up the pen again, and 
promife to furnifti us with a variety of topics yet 
untouched upon, with this condition, that we 
admit them as members, and not pretend to the 
world, that what fhall hereafter be produced, is 
wholly of the feminine gender. 

We have not yet quite agreed on the prelimi- 
naries of this league, but are very apt to believe 
we fhall not differ with them on trifles, efpecially 
as one of them is the hufband of Mira. 

In the mean time, fhould any one, from this 
hint, take it into their head, to publifh either book 
or pamphlet, as wrote by the authors of the 
Female Spectator, it may be depended on that, 
whether we **do anv thing ourfelves or not, we 
fhall advertife agait.ft whatever (hall come out that 
*vay, and Jay open the impofition. 
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